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There are stories in the Bible which trouble me when I take them literally. One such story is told in
Acts 5:1-11 regarding Ananias and his wife Sapphira. Prior verses (Acts 4:32-36) describe an early
version of what some might call socialism, where the members of the group sell their individual
properties and then give the proceeds to the apostles for distribution as needed for the entire group.
Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sells a parcel and keeps back a portion of the
proceeds. When he lays the proceeds (less the withheld portion) at the apostles’ feet he is confronted
about his “lie” by Peter and is struck dead on the spot. Later Sapphira, not knowing the fate of her
husband, comes into Peter’s presence and upon Peter revealing the fate of her husband, also dies.

In his book, Christianity, the First Three Thousand Years, Diarmaid MacCulloch gives a brief
mention of this story, not even providing any names. He writes that he believes that the author was
showing that an early scheme of common ownership was not workable. A very literal interpretation
could be that if you lie to one appointed by God, you die. In EfM I have learned that there are other
perspectives that can be used in understanding stories, two of them being the moral and the spiritual.

The moral viewpoint of this story might be that for sin there is punishment which is rather easy to
see and not as extreme as the literal reading. In moving to a spiritual interpretation I often find a
message that better resounds with me and helps shape my life.

What might be the spiritual message in the story of Ananias and Sapphira? While I don’t believe it
can be narrowed to a single message, the one I readily see is this: when I hold back in giving to others
something inside of me dies. What could that be? I believe it is relationships, with those I would give
to, with myself and with God.



Sat 1st

5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist II

Sun 2nd

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist I

9:00 a.m. New Member Orientation

9:15 a.m. The Family Well Service

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist II

Mon 3rd

9:00 a.m. Fit & Fall Proof Class

9:30 a.m. Prayer Shawl

4:30 p.m. Pastoral Ministry Team

6:00 p.m. St. Luke’s Men’s

Tues 4th

9:30 a.m. Staff meeting

11:00 a.m. St. Luke’s Guild meeting

3:30 p.m. Girl Scout Troop 3032

5:30 p.m. Men’s AA meeting

Wed 5th

9:00 a.m. Fit & Fall Proof Class

10:00 a.m. Healing Eucharist

10:30 a.m. Prayer Chain

3:00 p.m. Studies in the Bible

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir

7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir

Thurs 6th

9:30 a.m. Painting with a friend

1:00 p.m. Blankets for Kids

5:30 p.m. EfM

7:00 p.m. FPNI Coordinator meeting

Fri 7th

9:00 a.m. Bell cleaning

8:00 p.m. NA

Sat 8th

   5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist II

This Week at
St. Luke’s

I find the concept of idolatry useful in analyzing situ-
ations such as that of Ananias and Sapphira. The
First Commandment reads “You shall have no other
gods before Me.” By holding back part of the pro-
ceeds of the sale Ananias may have created his own
god, Mammon. His security was in his money, not in
his God and in that lack of trust a precious part of his
relationship with his God and his fellows was lost.
For me the story is true, that a very precious part of
Ananias and Sapphira died that day when they held
back a portion from their fellows and from God.

Ernest Warner
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IT’S NOT A BIRD
 This parrot is in fact a female model who posed for
Johannes Stötter, a fine art body painter. Using
breathable paint, he spent hours painstakingly
turning this woman into the image of a parrot,
brushstroke by brushstroke. The model’s arm forms
the parrot’s head and beak, and her legs form the
wing and tail feathers. Remember: always take a
closer look as things aren’t always what they appear
to be....
                Once you see her, the bird disappears



Birthdays
11/02  Karen Harwood
11/02  Julie Darnell
11/02  Lucie Maier
11/02  Marcia Siring
11/03  Mildred Guildin
11/03  Jim Merkle
11/03  Lucy Clifford
11/06  Karen Lyon
11/08  Marilyn Otto

Joe Smatlan Jr.,  John & Jodi Miranda, Peter Bates, Steve Hamm, Curt Campbell, Brian Simpson,

Dave Otto, Howard Martinson, Joe  Manuola, Jason Clifford, Chelsea, Helen McTear, Bill Brooks,

Violet Hise, Evelyn Chute, Sara, Carolyn, Sandy Davis, Gary, Pat Bell, Mike Maheu, Bill,

Lucie Maier, Karen McClendon, Connie Prosser, Ken Jungjohann, Char Mills, Ryan Slippich,

Gretchen Rehberg, Victoria  Barrett, Sarah Francis, James Figel, Bob Hasseries, Elizabeth,

Manny Funtall, Lori Thompson, Glenn Coleman, Joan Lewis, Peggy Stalnaker, Terri Radford,

Elaina    McClain, Nancy Wright, Jon Hirz, Pearl Harwood, Chris Keyser,  Nolan Redman, Al Hise,

Clark Richman, Stanley Mael, Donna Kalberg

Healing & Support

David Hudson, Laura Hudson,  Richard Rogers,

Chuck Lund, Brian Boyer, Chris Butterfield, Eddie

Barnett, Dane Summerfelt,  Jamie Butterfield,  Alan

Ewald, Shane Mott, Nick Cazel, Shaun Pennington,

George Runkle, Jason Bowers, Mike Ferrari, Tim

Jarratt, Bobby Carbajal

Military Personnel Deployed
Throughout the

 World, Especially:

November 1 & 2
Twenty-First Sunday

 after  Pentecost,
Proper 26, Readings

Revelation 7:9-17
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 23:1-12

Prayer Requests

11/02  Doris Jones

Anniversaries of
their Death

Wedding
Anniversaries

11/02  Chris & Georgianne Jessen
11/06  Kinzo & Hanna Mihara



Reflections from Deacon Bob

Since my last update, a lot of things have been happening in my life as a Deacon.

In what I call my “day job” as Executive Director for Trinity Group Homes, we’ve been very pleased
with our various accomplishments. We’ve petitioned the Kootenai Metropolitan Planning
Organization to consider altering the route structure for CityLink to where their route was several
years ago. Our residents in Post Falls and in Hayden are now over a mile from the nearest CityLink
stops. Our request may not make a difference, but we had to be present and state the case. At
Trinity, we are having good success with preparing and succeeding with our requests for financial
support for operating and capital needs through grants. Since the rent we charge, covers less than
70% of our annual costs, we are constantly seeking grants, small and large to help keep the program
operational. And we are succeeding. We are also succeeding in acquisition of our group home in
Hayden which we’ve been leasing for over a year. We now have a commitment from the US
Department of Agriculture’s Rural Loan Program to purchase the home, which we hope will occur in
mid to late December 2014. The purchase will reduce our out of pocket costs, since the lease cost is
higher than our new mortgage payment, and a portion of the costs will be towards the principal of
the loan, thus increasing the value of our assets. Plus there is a small grant to help upgrade some
features of the home.

At St. Luke’s, I have continued serving on alternate weekends as Deacon, and occasionally have had
the privilege of preaching as well. Reading the Gospel during each service has become a special
feature in my heart, even though I did not realize that aspect during my discernment process.
Having that opportunity is a real blessing and privilege. Setting the communion table and assisting
during that portion of our service is always special, seeing each of you, the children and the adults as
we share the meal together – a very poignant part of the life of your Deacon.

Recently I had the opportunity to give the opening introduction to those who attended the SIDS
North Idaho fundraiser walk/run at Riverstone Park. The prayers were selected for the parents and
families, and included reading the list of 55 names of children lost to SIDS and other unexpected
causes of death. This year, over 550 individuals were running or walking for the cause. It was again a
very moving and important opportunity for me to represent our congregation in the community.

In the greater Kootenai County community in which we live, I constantly am representing you,
caring for individuals and helping those in need when I have your resources through the donations
to the Discretionary Fund. As most of you realize, current policy is that I get a monthly check in the
aggregate of all donations during that month. So I am generally not aware of which person donated
to the fund, nor any information about the donation. If a parishioner actually hands me a check for
the fund, I place it in the plate, but at least can know one person to thank in writing.

   (continued on page 5)
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Your money has gone so many places to help so many people…to help provide rent supplement to
avoid eviction from apartments or motels, to purchase medicine for individuals, provide supplemental
food when someone’s money runs out before the end of the month. On a recent occasion, your funds
together with a significant donation from Dean Bill Ellis of St. John the Evangelist’s Cathedral in Spo-
kane, allowed an individual to relocate out of state to a community where he had previously lived and
worked, basically to get a new start. News from him is that he is beginning to have part-time work,
which he had been unable to find here, and that he has a lead on a permanent job that would allow
him to get his own apartment. You have helped individuals who have been hospitalized while they
recover from infections due to previous illnesses. You have paid for gasoline for a stranded traveler,
trying to return home to Montana. You have purchased shoes for an individual who just got a full time
chef position in Coeur d'Alene and had to have black shoes in order to start working. With this job, and
the one his wife already had, the two of them will soon be able to move out of their motel and into an
apartment, which will be cheaper than the motel.

Your Jubilee Center bicycle ministry is off and running with new enthusiasm! We’ve been supporting
this ministry since Bob Peterson and then Jeff Brooks got started at St. Vincent’s Transitional Housing
Center many years ago. With my affiliation with the Kootenai County Mental Health Court, I
frequently was asked by Judge Mitchell to help certain individuals to get a bike. Some were fixed up by
Jeff Brooks and others, some purchased at a steep discount from St. Vincent’s Thrift Store, and others
salvaged from attics and garages of members of St. Luke’s Church. When Clark Richman joined St.
Luke’s and admitted to being an avid bike rider, and someone equipped with stands and tools and
skills in bike repair, as well as a storage shed to store the bikes we get donated, we have gotten going in
a serious way!

In the past two weeks, we have developed a Jubilee Ministry program that now adds the bike project to
our existing work with St. Vincent’s, our support of the Human Rights Education Institute, Family
Promise support and the Bike Project. Our budget request for 2014 reflects these ministries. We also
have submitted a proposal to the Episcopal Church’s Jubilee Ministry’s Program Impact Grant request
for $1,500; a request for $500 to the Episcopal Diocese of Spokane’s Poverty Grant program; and have
an almost completed grant application to the Kootenai Electric Trust grant program for $2,000. If
these grant requests are not funded, further grant applications will be submitted to supplement the
budgeted funds from St. Luke’s annual budget for 2015.

When we ran out of donated bikes early in September after giving away 8 bikes since the start of 2014,
we sent a request through what is called the InterAgency network, whose emails reach close to 950
individuals in Kootenai County. We asked for donations of used bikes to repair and distribute to those
in our community who depend on this form of transportation. Within 30 seconds the email requesting
bikes arrived, an offer of bikes to be donated came across my computer. Since that first email, we have
accepted 13 bikes, two of which turned out to have unrepairable damage.
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We have already given two of these bikes to individuals, and now have 9 bikes in various stages of
repair in the storage unit waiting distribution. Three individuals need bikes, which should be
available to them within a week. Within the last few days, we have affiliated with BikeCDA who will
be helping provide mechanics to help, will solicit donations of bikes and also feed us names of those
potentially in need of bikes for transportation.

If anyone would like to help with a donated bike, or assist in the repair process particularly in the
next 5-6 weeks while Clark recovers from a broken collar bone from a recent fall from his bike on
Canfield Mountain, please call us or the Church office. We can always use a few hours of your   help
– week days, evening or weekend.

Deacon Bob

"Transitions retreat Nov 1, Sat. from 9-12 at Holy Spirit, lunch included, no reservation needed.

Retreat, all are welcome, lots of prayer and time to listen to God, will have a few presentations on

transitions in our lives and God's presence during this time"  No cost to attend.

Come to church early, or stay late, for a parish breakfast between the two services.
Enjoy a homemade McMuffin, socialize with new and old friends, and talk with representatives of

St. Luke’s many ministries and events. Sponsored by the Welcoming Committee.
Questions?  Farley Green, 659-0007, egangreen@roadrunner.com.


