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IF YOU LOVE ME

In a story used for teaching Zen, a group of young monks are at a monastery; among them, also a

novice, is a beautiful young woman. One of the young monks is so smitten that he writes her hoping

that she will agree to a secret meeting with him. Since this is not permitted by the rules of the

monastery, he does not use his name for fear she might betray him. She can only discover who he is

if she appears for the meeting.

His letters grow more passionate, yet she does not appear at his suggested places. Then, one day, in

front of all of the apprentices and the master she says so that all can hear, “If you love me, embrace

me now.”

Do I love God enough to embrace whatever appearance He chooses or do I wait for God to appear in

a manner which I prefer? Many prophets of old were not thrilled with God’s requests of them; some

trying to argue their way out of God’s calling, and one attempting to escape on a ship. I do not claim

their status but note that others have been reluctant to embrace His calling. Their stories describe

clear and distinct callings, unlike anything I have experienced, but that does not let me off the hook.

I believe God was incarnated in the person of Jesus to provide for our salvation. Jesus said “I am the

way to the Father.” and “Follow me.” I believe He showed us by His love and life what is expected of

us. He emphasized two commandments—to love God and to love our neighbor as ourselves.

(continued on page 2)
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He invited the outcast to dine at His table, a move that shocked many in that time. He ministered to

those on the margins of society and challenged those who led it.

There are many rules to follow and at times I wonder how I am to keep all of this straight. St. Augustine

simplified this into “Love and do what you will.” This has been called one of the most misunderstood

phrases in Christianity; yet if Augustine was speaking of agape, his meaning becomes clear. 1 John 4:16

reads in part “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” If God dwells in me then

the expression of my love (agape) for His creatures and creation can contain no sin. For sin does not

dwell in God.

Our media often echo with outcries for times other than those in which we find ourselves. “It would be

better if…,” We wouldn’t have this problem if…,” “Give me back my country!” There seems to be always

a casting out or a return to a different era to make things better, never an embrace of the present

moment. Yet in Luke 10:20-21 Jesus says, “The kingdom of God does not come visibly, nor will people

say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.” We may be the people we

have been waiting for, the ones who are supposed to bring about this kingdom on earth.

So how does this all pertain to the story of the young monk? Perhaps like him, I want to embrace that

which I love but only on my terms. Yet Jesus showed me--and God calls me--to embrace Him as He

appears to me, in the homeless, the stranger, those who don’t agree with my ideas, those of different

faiths, those through whom He is saying “If you love Me, embrace Me now.”

Ernest Warner COOKIN !!!WE’RE

ST. LUKE’S MEN
CHILI FEED

$6.00   ADULTS

$1.00  CHILDREN UNDER 12 FRID
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Birthdays
12/20 Mary Finley
12/21  Carmen Brocu-Goecke
12/22  Jennifer Parzanici
12/22  Ed Kerns
12/24  Betty Richard
12/27  Cora Mihara

Joe Smatlan Jr.,  John & Jodi Miranda, Peter Bates, Steve Hamm, Curt Campbell, Brian Simpson,

Dave Otto, Howard Martinson, Joe  Manuola, Jason Clifford, Chelsea, Helen McTear, Bill Brooks,

Violet Hise, Evelyn Chute, Sara, Carolyn, Sandy Davis, Gary, Pat Bell, Mike Maheu, Bill,

Karen McClendon, Connie Prosser, Ken Jungjohann, Char Mills, Ryan Slippich,  Gretchen

Rehberg, Victoria Barrett, Sarah Francis, James Figel, Bob Hasseries, Elizabeth, Manny Funtall,

Lori Thompson, Glenn Coleman, Joan Lewis, Peggy Stalnaker, Terri Radford, Elaina  McClain,

Nancy Wright, Jon Hirz, Pearl Harwood, Chris Keyser,  Nolan Redman, Al Hise, Clark Richman,

Stanley Mael, Donna Kalberg, Paty Mabeus, Debbie Kerns, Jean McCauley, Virgil Huffman,

Eloise Swanson, Bobbi

Healing & Support

David Hudson, Laura Hudson,  Richard Rogers,

Chuck Lund, Brian Boyer, Chris Butterfield, Eddie

Barnett, Dane Summerfelt,  Jamie Butterfield,  Alan

Ewald, Shane Mott, Nick Cazel, Shaun Pennington,

George Runkle, Jason Bowers, Mike Ferrari, Tim

Jarratt, Bobby Carbajal

Military Personnel Deployed
Throughout the

 World, Especially:

December 21
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Readings

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

Prayer Requests

12/20  Betty Bell
12/22  Lisa King
12/26  Betty Edmonds Cullahan
12/27   James Blankenship

Anniversaries of
their Death

 Wedding
Anniversaries

12/21  Ed & Ginny Griswold
12/25  Bucky & Mary Finley
12/26  Jill & Walter Kalberg



Sat 20th

10:00 a.m. Hanging of the Greens
5:30 p.m. Blue Christmas

Sun 21st

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist I
9:00 a.m. Eucharistic Visitors

9:15 a.m. The Family Well Service
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist II

12:00 p.m.. Vestry

Mon 22nd

9:30 a.m. Fit & Fall Proof Class
5:30 p.m. Jubilee Christmas Dinner

Tues 23rd

Office closing by noon
5:30 p.m. Men’s Tuesday Night mtg

Wed 24th

Office Closed
6:00 p.m. Christmas Service
8:00 p.m. Christmas Service

Thurs 25h Merry Christmas

Office Closed

Fri 26th

Office Closed
8:00 p.m. NA meeting

Sat 27th

No Service

This Week at
St. Luke’s

   Upcoming outreach activities for Jubilee Ministry
    in which you can participate:

     The Gift Tree will again be located in the
nave during Advent – take a stocking
from the tree and furnish gift card or cash in
that amount and bring it to church for the
men and women in the two shelters operat-
ed by St. Vincent de Paul.

     Jubilee Ministry will sponsor a Christmas
dinner on Monday, December 22nd

complete with a visit from our favorite white
bearded man in a bright red suit, Santa
Claus! Our guests will be the residents of St.
Vincent’s Transitional Housing, men’s and
women’s shelters, Family Promise guests
and clients of Fresh Start.

      Set-up and prep will begin at 4:00 p.m.,
With dinner being served  at 5:30 p.m. in
the Parish Hall.

      Volunteers are  needed to help with:
●  Preparation
●  Serving of food
●  Activities for the children

A sign-up sheet  is on the bulletin board in
the Parish Hall.  All members of St. Luke’s
are welcome and encouraged to attend.

   For more information on these and other
   activities, and to volunteer, contact the
   Rev. Bob Runkle at 208-691-2499 (cell) or
   Andy Storjohann at  208-660-0066 (cell).

Tis the Season for Sharing



Avenues for Hope

Support your favorite participating Idaho charity through the Avenues for Hope Housing Challenge.
Donate before December 31st and gifts of $25 or more will help housing non-profits qualify for up to
$200,000 in grants and matching funds.

The Avenues for Hope Housing Challenge is presented annually by the Home Partnership
Foundation, a 501(c)3 created by Idaho Housing and Finance Association in 2005.

The goal of the Avenues for Hope campaign is to strengthen housing-related nonprofits throughout
Idaho by encouraging individual donations to help prevent homelessness and improve affordable
housing options.

Participating North Idaho non-profits are Family Promise of North Idaho and Idaho Youth Ranch.
You can help! www.avenuesforhope.org provides funding for Idaho nonprofits to enhance safe,
stable and affordable housing.

Andy Paroni Storjohann, FPNI Board Secretary

Hea ling Ministry

During the Sunday morning services, prayers are available during Communion at St. Brigid’s altar in

the reception area.  The main focus of this ministry is prayers for healing but prayers for any purpose

can be requested for you or for someone else.  A ministry team member will be available to pray

with you.

Legend of the Christmas Stocking

According to legend, a father was unable to provide his three daughters with a dowry.  Hearing of

their misfortune and wishing to help, St. Nicholas dropped three bags of gold coins down the

chimney.  The coins fell into each of the daughters’ stockings, which were hanging by the fire to

dry, providing a sufficient dowry.  Since then, stockings hung by the fireplace are a traditional part

of Christmas gift giving.



[YOUR
WINTER
EVENT]

501 E. Wallace, Ave
Coeur d’ Alene, Id 83814 (208) 664-5533
Www.stlukescda.org stlukescda@gmail.com

Saturday, December 20 - 5:30 p.m.
Coming together on the eve of winter, the
service will offer comfort, hope and healing during
a time not always bright for those who may have
suffered a loss, or are hurting, or are overcome by
the hectic, sometimes stressful Holiday season.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church


