
EfM – Education for Ministry – Is now the time to give it a try? 

 

By Jeff Wickham 

 

I have a challenge for you to consider this next "school year". Really, the next four years but you 

only need to commit for one year at a time. Seek out and participate in a class called EfM 

(Education for Ministry). No matter what our worldview is or position in life, I think this class 

has a benefit to it for all of us. You can find info online http://efm.sewanee.edu/about-efm/about-

efm or through your local Episcopal church. Do it! It's worth it! (Since it's an Episcopal thing, 

everyone is welcome. Everyone. The Episcopal church takes that very seriously. 

  

Stick with me... and don't let the name fool you, this isn't a class just for "ordained" or those 

wishing to be, we all have a ministry right? Parents, grandparents, at work, at home, in our 

hobbies, relationships and communities?  

 

I'm writing to all of you... Christians, non-Christians and atheists alike because we all have a 

"ministry" of some sort during our short time on this earth, right? And I would very much like to 

have your diversity of opinion in my own EfM class. I tell you, no matter your worldview this 

class will help give you a solid footing to be able to discern all that data that the world deluges 

upon you every day. 

 

Year 1 students read and study the Old Testament 

Year 2 students read and study the New Testament 

Year 3 students read and study Diarmaid MacCulloch's "Christianity, The First Three Thousand 

Years" 

Year 4 students read and study a myriad of theological texts 

 

No tests, just lots of reading and a workbook to do each week. Students from all four years 

gather once a week for two hours to discuss what they've read. Classes start in September and 

end in May. 

 

You'll learn about yourself (sometimes that can be the most difficult, right?), you'll learn about 

God, and you'll build some community. The only requirement is to be able to read. If you are 

with me this far, you got this! � I'm just about to start my second year. I believe this one is 

worth your time and resources if you have them to give right now. 

 

Note from The Rev. Glenda Empsall: Applications are available from Glenda or Ern Warner. 
Sessions will begin the Thursday after Labor Day and we'll meet every Thursday from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. (taking time off for holidays and nasty weather). There are a very limited number of 
partial scholarships available for those who need assistance with the $375.00 tuition. 

 


