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And now we give you thanks because by water and the Holy Spirit you 
have made us in Jesus the Christ a new people to show forth your glory. 
Amen. 

For me, two wonderful and also challenging things about the Episcopal 
Church are: the three year cycle of the lectionary and the changing of the 
liturgical seasons. Wonderful for me because during each church year we 
are guided through one of the Gospels according to Matthew, Mark or 
Luke, with sprinklings throughout of the Gospel according to John. 
Wonderful, for me, because with the each of the different evangelists we 
hear again the familiar stories from a fresh perspective and wonderful, for 
me, to observe the changing of the colors on the frontals and vestments 
even as we watch the changing of the colors in nature.  

What is challenging? Everything that I just said was wonderful! It is easy, 
especially over the long green season, Ordinary time, to fall into a 
comfortable rhythm. We know when to sit and when to stand, when to sing 
and when to say, where to find the Prayers of the People. And suddenly, 
but not without warning, things change and our St. Luke’s world turns 
upside down. Perhaps even more so this week! 

This is Holy Week, where we walk through the last days of Jesus’s life. 
Talk about the world turning upside down! For me, this is an emotional 
time. How is it that the crowds so quickly changed their words from 
“Hosanna, Hosanna” to “Crucify him! Crucify him!”? There are plenty of 
thoughts from more scholarly folks, and I’ll be happy to point you toward 
them [pbs.org Last Days of Jesus; Borg & Crossan, The Last Week]. More 
amazing to me than the rapid change of attitude toward Jesus in his own 
time is the fact that belief in Jesus as the Messiah, as the Son of God, as 
the Son of Man has persisted for nearly 2000 years, in spite of violent 
persecutions, and that it has grown into the global faith tradition of 
Christianity with its many facets.  

Of course, I started this sermon thinking about feet. Dr. Seuss wrote “The 
Foot Book” that my first graders love to read to me, because it rhymes, of 
course. There was a time when being flat-footed would make you exempt 
from military service. Frozen toes and resulting gangrene were common 
for Revolutionary war troops. Trench foot was a major medical problem in 
World War I. And I remembered a *M*A*S*H* television episode where a 
British soldier had a seriously ingrown toenail and was afraid of losing rank 
if his CO found out. Hawkeye and Honeycutt secretly took care of it in 
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exchange for a bottle of Scotch. Does a pedicure make you feel 
pampered? Or are you appalled by the thought of someone even touching 
your feet, much less washing them, and especially if that person is your 
Lord?  

I started thinking of a sermon about feet, but washing feet isn’t the only 
revelation in this Gospel. This Gospel speaks to the intimate relationship 
between Jesus and his disciples; such a close connection that, not only 
was Jesus willing to wash their feet, but also to share his last supper with 
the disciple who would betray him, the disciples he knew would flee the 
scene, and the disciple who would deny him 3 times before morning. We 
see how Jesus is leading by example; forgiving; giving thanks to God for 
all of creation in the bread and the wine; asking the disciples (us) into 
remembrance; giving promise and hope. It is asking us to follow the 
example of Christ. 

What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus Christ? This is where things 
can get tense – as I’m certain it was tense at the First Council of Nicaea 
[called by Constantine I] in 325 CE, which was supposed to reconcile the 
divine nature of God the Son and his relationship to God the Father. It was 
this Council that constructed the first part of the Nicene Creed and 
established early canon law. But what if you only believe some of those 
things the church says you are to believe? Can you still be called a 
Christian? Are you still a follower of Christ if you have trouble with some 
verses in the bible? Is it OK to believe some things and to embrace some 
customs but not all and still say you are a Christian? It’s complicated! Is 
belief about Jesus the same thing as belief in Jesus? Please ponder that 
thought. Is belief about Jesus the same thing as belief in Jesus? 

Today’s Gospel lesson and many of the others we have read speak about 
Jesus’ actions as fulfilling prophecies in the Hebrew Bible. We must 
continually remind ourselves that Jesus was an observant Jew, not a 
Christian. When the rich young man asked Jesus what he had to do to have 
eternal life, Jesus quoted the commandments. The young man answered 
Jesus, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” and Jesus replied, “Sell 
what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me.” When the rich young man heard this he 
went away sorrowful, for he had many possessions. Without getting 
wrapped around the axel of the so-called “Prosperity Gospel” Jesus 
doesn’t ask us to be poor. Jesus asks us something much more difficult. 
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Jesus says, “Follow me.” not “Worship me.” but “Follow me.” Not only with 
your lips, but in your lives. Follow Jesus, even though it means hardship, 
persecution and sacrifice. “Take up your cross and follow me.” Jesus told 
the truth to people and it was a truth so profound and honest that some of 
them wanted to kill him for speaking it. And in the end, they did. But they 
could not silence Jesus’ truth. Jesus’ legacy for us is new life in the 
resurrection. 

Some of us have grown up with Jesus always in our lives. I could never 
quote chapter and verse of scripture the way my Baptist cousins could. 
Does that make me less of a Christian than they are? Is it already a sin to 
make that comparison? A well-known Southern Baptist theologian 
allegedly said that the whole of his Sunday school training could be 
summed up in one sentence, “Jesus is nice, and he wants us to be nice, 
too.” Really? I think that when we delve into Jesus’ teaching, it depends 
on your perspective whether Jesus is “nice.” The Priests and Scribes 
certainly did not think Jesus was nice. They thought he was a blasphemer 
and a trouble maker. I’m sure the moneychangers in the Temple did not 
think Jesus was nice. The owners of the 2000 pigs that received the 
demons Jesus exorcised, causing their pigs to jump over the cliff and 
drown in the lake, did not think Jesus was nice. Those people wanted to 
throw Jesus over the cliff.  

Initially, Jesus was not nice to the Syrophoenician woman who wanted 
healing for her daughter. Jesus called her a dog. She pointed out that even 
dogs got crumbs from the master’s table and Jesus healed her daughter. 
Some scholars believe this was a turning point in Jesus’ ministry; the 
moment when Jesus realized that his message of God’s domination-free 
society; the Kingdom of Heaven on earth, was not only for his fellow Jews, 
but was meant for a much wider audience; even to include Gentiles. Jesus’ 
message is meant for us, right here and right now.  

There were times when Jesus was “nice” and if we are “nice” too, that is 
preferable to being not nice. But more than “nice,” Jesus was empathetic. 
Jesus was compassionate. Jesus stood up for what he believed was right 
with no thought for his own comfort or safety and Jesus often confronted 
those who abused or mistreated their fellow human beings. I think Jesus 
would have said, “Please give Dr. Dao my seat to Louisville so he can see 
his patients tomorrow.” 
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Jesus’ teachings aren’t just correct beliefs. For me, being a Christian is 
not just agreeing to a specific doctrine or creed. St. Paul instructed the 
Philippians [2:5] “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” We 
are not just supposed to believe about Jesus, not just admire Jesus as a 
saintly prophet. We are enjoined to take on his consciousness; to develop 
a true relationship with the divine. Jesus said to his disciples, “The Father 
is in me and I am in you.” How do we put on the fair mindedness of Christ? 
How do we see through his eyes of compassion? How do we feel through 
his heart of love? How do we learn to respond to the world with that same 
wholeness and healing love? Jesus teaches that it is not right belief; but 
right practice and as written in the Gospel, Jesus is our example. “For I 
have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 
Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, 
you are blessed if you do them.” 

Jesus was Lord, but he was first and foremost a servant; always attuned 
to doing the will of God. We are not merely human beings. We also are one 
part of God’s very good creation. Jesus said to his disciples, “I give you a 
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another." In the Old Testament and 
in the New, we are charged to love God; to love one another; to care for our 
neighbors; to love our enemies; to feed the poor, the widows and the 
orphans; to welcome foreigners [Exodus, Deuteronomy]. Jesus was so 
committed to healing the social fabric of his time, so dedicated to bringing 
about a society where God’s kingdom was lived on earth, that he was willing 
to die for it. And Jesus died so that we might know and have eternal life -- 
which is a personal relationship with God the Father; God the Son; and God 
the Holy Spirit.  

In the person of Jesus the Christ, may we see the true light. In the living 
water of baptism, may we receive the Holy Spirit. By seeking God in our 
hearts and in our lives, may we discover and truly practice our faith. Amen. 


