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FROM THE BISHOP’S PEN 
I was recently at a breakfast fundraiser for a worthy organization in Spokane, 
and was listening to a good speech by an interesting keynote speaker when I 
was startled by his statement, “Speaking the truth to power is good, having 
power is better.” People in the church world will sometimes talk about the 
prophetic role of the Church in the terms of “speaking the truth to power,” I 
have used this phrase myself. It reminds all of us that those in power can at 
times be surrounded by folks who will not always be honest out of a desire to 
please. The need for those in a position of power to hear the truth is vital, and 
the Church has believed for her entire life that is part of our call. 

So I was struck by the statement that it is better to have power, and at first I 
cringed a bit, thinking that this was simply another fairly arrogant statement 
by someone in a position of authority. This speaker, however, went on to 
explain his point in a very different way. He went on to say (paraphrasing 
slightly), if you are passionate about the issues facing your community do not 
just talk to people; get involved, dig in and get to work, show up, take on the 
issue, run for office if you need to. In other words get involved in such a way 
that you can be part of the decision making, part of the group getting things 
done. 

He challenged the people in that room to not simply write letters and call 
people but to get involved in a more direct fashion, to get to work in whatever 
way was needed so that we had a seat at the table and a voice in the decision 
making. This is needed not only in our communities, but in our 
congregations and the wider church world. 

Each one of us needs to not only speak truth, 
but engage in direct action, participate in the 
discernment, do the work. At times this work 

looks like prayer! 

At times it is serving on the Vestry or Bishop’s Committee. At times it means 
washing dishes, attending a bible study, cleaning the gutters, chaperoning 
the youth group, helping with the rummage sale, working at the community 
dinner, spending the night with the families of Family Promise. At times it 
means writing letters to the local paper, serving on the local school board, 
going to the town council meeting, be part of your community as an 
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intentional follower of Jesus. It always means being someone who pays attention to what is happening, offers prayers for 
the congregation and community, shows up for worship and study and service, participates by contributing financially as 
able, and in general understands that the true power of the Church is found in loving communities of service. 

As we enter into summer may we see this as an opportunity not to “let others do the work,” but to step up and take on the 
“power” that is that loving service, for the sake of the Church, for the sake of our communities and for the sake of the 
world.  

+ Gretchen 

PENTECOST ENDOWMENT FOR THE EPISCOPATE OFFERING 

It had escaped my notice previously that the Canons of our diocese specify that there will be an offering for the 
Endowment for the Episcopate collected from every parish and mission on the day of Pentecost.  While this is late notice, 
and I understand might not be convenient, if possible I would like you to consider having the loose offering on Pentecost 
be stated for that fund. Doing so will remind folks that we in fact do have an Endowment for the Episcopate and for the 
need to continually strive to grow that fund so that we may release other funds for the mission and ministry of our 
diocese.  If you would be so kind, please put something in your bulletins and collect on Pentecost for the fund. 

BISHOP'S VISITATION SCHEDULE FOR 2017-2018 

The visitation schedule has been finalized for the following 18-month period, please see the list below for dates. Please also 
review the Bishop’s customary and pre-visit forms on the diocesan website:  
 

04/09/2017 Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Sunnyside, WA 
04/30/2017 St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Coeur d'Alene, ID 
05/14/2017  St. Paul's Episcopal Mission, Kennewick, WA 
05/21/2017  Grace Episcopal Church, Ellensburg, WA 
06/04/2017 Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, Spokane, WA 
06/18/2017 Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Wallace, ID 
06/25/2017 St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, Ephrata, WA 
09/10/2017 St. Mary's Episcopal Church, Bonners Ferry, ID 
09/17/2017 St. Martin's Episcopal Church, Moses Lake, WA 
10/01/2017 St. Anne's Episcopal Church, Omak, WA 
10/08/2017 St. Mark's Episcopal Church, Moscow, ID 
10/15/2017 Holy Spirit Episcopal Church, Sandpoint, ID 
10/29/2017 St. James' Episcopal Church, Pullman, WA 
11/05/2017 All Saints' Episcopal Church, Richland, WA 
11/19/2017 St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Walla Walla, WA 
11/30/2017 St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, Spokane, WA 
12/03/2017 Grace Episcopal Church, Dayton, WA 
12/10/2017 Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Grangeville, WA 
01/28/2017 Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, Spokane, WA (Annual meeting) 
02/04/2018 St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, Spokane, WA 
02/11/2018 St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Cheney, WA 
02/18/2018 Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, Spokane Valley, WA 
02/25/2018 St. David's Episcopal Church, Spokane, WA 
03/18/2018 St. Timothy's Episcopal Church, Yakima, WA 
04/01/2017 Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, Spokane, WA (Easter) 
04/22/2018 St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, Chelan, WA 
04/29/2018 St. Peter's Episcopal Church, Pomeroy, WA 

http://www.spokanediocese.org/Diocese/bishop-rehbergs-visitation-schedule.html


05/06/2018 Christ Episcopal Church, Zillah, WA 
05/20/2018 Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, Roslyn, WA 
06/03/2018 St. Dunstan's Episcopal Church, Grand Coulee, WA 
06/10/2018 Trinity Episcopal Church, Oroville, WA 
06/16/2018 St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Wenatchee, WA 
06/24/2018 Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, Republic, WA 
09/09/2018 Methow Bishop's Chapel, Winthrop, WA 
09/16/2018 St. James' Episcopal Church Cashmere, WA 
09/23/2018 St. Matthew's Episcopal Church Prosser, WA 
09/30/2018 Episcopal Church of the Nativity Lewiston, ID 

DIOCESAN OFFICE SUMMER HOURS & PHONE SYSTEM 

The offices of the Bishop have changed over to their summer hours. The office will be open Monday through Thursday 
from 8:30am to 4:00pm and will be open Friday from 8:30am to noon. 

Our phone system has also changed to an automated system. When you call the office you will reach a recorded message, 
you may dial the extension of the person you are trying to reach at any time. 

• Ext 0, Mallory Ware, Bishop’s Executive Assistant and Administrative Coordinator 
(this ext. is also for Bishop Rehberg) 

• Ext 1, Sarah Nowak, Camp Cross registrar and financial & admin assistant 
• Ext 2, Laurie Boss, Financial Officer 
• Ext 4, Gloria Lund, Diocesan Archivist 
• Ext 6, Karen Schomburg, Canon to the Ordinary 
• For Colin Haffner, Camp Cross Director, please dial his summer number, 509-723-3790 

LEADERSHIP GOOGLE GROUPS 

This summer a Google Group (mailserv) for administrative & financial leaders within congregations of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Spokane will be created. This Google Group will help to connect leaders of finance and administration 
throughout our churches, offering a space to network, ask questions, and float ideas. These groups will be hosted and 
maintained by the diocesan office. A Google Group for wardens will also follow shortly after. 

DIOCESAN OFFICE SUMMER LAWN PARTIES 

This summer we are inviting you to come and join us for some hot dogs, burgers and 
conversation on the Paulsen House lawn (245 E 13th Ave, Spokane, WA 99202). This 
invitation is open to all. Please come spend time with the staff and Bishop, view the 
gardens, join in connecting with fellow Episcopalians. Please RSVP the dates you will 
attend and how many will be in your party so we know how much food to share. 

• June 21, 2017 @ 4:30pm 
• July 19, 2017 @ 4:30pm 
• August 9, 2017 @ 4:30pm 

mailto:malloryw@spokanediocese.org?subject=Summer%20BBQ%20@%20Paulsen%20House


IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

June 2-3 
June 2-4 
June 10 
June 16-18 
June 22 
June 25-30 
June 29 
July 2-6 
July 4 
July 30 – Aug 5 

Diocesan Council, IHRC, Spokane, WA 
Young Adult Camp, Camp Cross 
Evangelism Workshop at Cathedral, Spokane, WA 
Leader’s in Training, Camp Cross 
Bishop Rehberg at Camp Cross for Staff Commissioning 
Intermediate Camp, Camp Cross 
Bishop Rehberg at Camp Cross for Intermediate Camp 
Jr. High Camp, Camp Cross 
Diocesan Office Closed 
College for Congregational Development 

 

Contact Us 

      
245 E 13th Ave 
Spokane, WA 99202-1114 
509.624.3191, Fax 509.747.0049 
malloryw@spokanediocese.org 
www.spokanediocese.org 
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