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What our journey uncovers

My sacred journeys throughout the diocese and beyond the diocese these past several
months have provided me many opportunities to slow down and intentionally seek to see
God all around me. I know that God is always all around me, and I know that many times I
can be oblivious to this reality. One of my favorite images of salvation is the healing from
blindness, healing from the blindness to the reality of God’s presence all round us. Healing
from the blindness to the infinite love that is always given to us by God, blindness to the
goodness embedded in creation, and blindness to the image of God in each person we
meet. What I have found in my own life is that God heals blindness, and that sometimes I
need to intentionally ask for that healing. I need to stop, seek God where I am, seek God in
the person in front of me, and ask God to help me see. This intention is part of our sacred
journey; it is the discipline of spending time every day to with God.
As I have driven around the diocese part of what I have seen that has been striking to me
is that slow uncovering of trash along the roads. Winter snow covered up the trash, and as
the snow melts it is exposed. I am always appalled at how much trash I see, and wonder
how it all gets there. Recently I have seen people out picking up the trash, and having done
that as part of Rotary in Lewiston, I give thanks to those who give of their time to pick up
after others. It seems to me that this is a good metaphor in many ways for our current Lenten
journey, and for the glory that is Holy Week and Easter that we celebrate this month. We
often try to hide our “trash,” the sin of our life, and yet those sins are always uncovered, and
“cleaned up” – forgiven forever.Thanks be to God we do not go through life with all the trash
of our life beside us! Thanks be to God we have a season every year to see our “trash,”
offer it up, and get rid of it!
As we enter into the holiest time of the year, I invite you to be intentional in your sacred
journey to spend time with God. Commit to experiencing the whole of Holy Week; rejoice in
the love and forgiveness that is so freely given. May our sacred journey lead us to walk with
Jesus to the cross, and beyond into resurrection life.

DIOCESAN DAY OF SERVICE

Saturday, May 21, 2022
All members of our diocese are invited to
join in a “diocesan day of service” on
Saturday, May 21. This date coincides
with one of our Labor of Love weekends
at Camp Cross and we think it would be
great if everyone engaged in labor of love
to our neighbors and communities.
Every congregation is invited to consider
what God might be inviting them to serve
in love to their neighbor on this day of service, each member is asked to consider what
acts of service they can do. And, to make this even better, please wear your diocesan
t-shirt when you are doing your labor of love! Take pictures, share with your local
newspaper, post pictures on Facebook, lets show our communities that we love them
by how we serve!
Everyone who comes to the Presiding Bishop's visit will be offered a diocesan t-shirt,
and many already have them. Unable to come to the Presiding Bishop's visit and you
want or need a new t-shirt? They are available for ordering. Please place your order
here before May 1st to receive your t-shirt by May 17th.
Thanks for engaging in labor of love for our neighbor, together as a diocese, on
Saturday, May 21.

CELEBRATION OF NEW MINISTRY
AT ST. TIMOTHY'S YAKIMA
All are invited to join with St. Timothy’s in Yakima on Sunday, April 24, at 4 pm for
a celebration of their new ministry with The Rev. Colby Roberts, who will be installed
as Rector of the parish at that time. Clergy please wear white stoles.

PRESIDING BISHOP MICHAEL CURRY IS COMING!

Unless you have been paying no attention at all, you
know that Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is coming
this month, Friday, April 29th - Saturday, May 1st,
preaching at Evensong on Friday at 5:30 am, with us
Saturday for Morning Prayer 9:00am and giving a
keynote address with time for questions at 5pm.
Sunday he will be preaching at Holy Eucharist at
9:30 am.
All of our events are at the Cathedral and we will
livestream the PB’s sermons and address so all may
participate even if not able to be physically present.
You can find that livestream linked on our website.
On Saturday we will also have workshops by Lisa Kimball and The Rev. Patricia
Lyons (our convention guests last year) who will be helping us with the challenges of
formation and evangelism, giving practical ways we can grow in our relationship to
Jesus Christ and share our stories of faith.
There will be nursery care and a children’s program, the youth have separate time
with the PB and will be with the adults for plenary time as part of their weekend
event, so all ages may be together this weekend! There is no cost to attend any of
our events, we do ask that folks rsvp so we can plan for numbers.
RSVP or FIND OUT MORE

UPCOMING
Topics for April & May, are as
follows:
First and third Thursdays,
from 7pm to 8 - 8:30pm

EPISCOPAL 101

Lay (clergy invited) zooms

April 7 The Book of Common Prayer
If Episcopalians are people of “common prayer”
what does that mean? Come as the Rev. Jane
Schmoetzer shares with us the glory that is the
Book of Common Prayer. How it shapes our day,
our week, our life, how the prayers have a rhythm
and flow that runs throughout, how our services
have a deep structure that goes beyond words. If

June 2 - “the Path”
June 16 - Stewardship
July 7 - General Convention
Summer break!
September 15 - Hospitality
October 6 - Church and Civic Life
October 20 - Evening off prior to
convention!
November 3 - Convention recap and
theme for our year
November 17 - Volunteer Recruitment and
Development
December 1 - Evangelism
December 15 - Lessons and Carols

what you know about our prayer book is the
Eucharist you will be delighted to learn how our
Book of Common Prayer is a rich source of life in
faith.
April 21 Preparing for the Presiding Bishop!
A time to be in conversation in preparation for the
PB visit next week. What are his big three mission
priorities and how do we engage them in our
diocese. What is a “Presiding Bishop” anyway,
and why does it matter? What can we expect
from his time with us? All this and more as we
celebrate the visit of the Presiding Bishop to the
diocese.
May 5 - Evening off
May 19 - Reading the Bible as an Episcopalian
Our prayers ask us to “read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest” our Holy Scriptures. how do we
read Scripture as Episcopalians? Why is the
Episcopal Church not considered truly Protestant
in how we understand the authority of Scripture,
what are the differences between reading,
praying, and studying our Scriptures? Join the
Bishop for a good conservation about the Bible
and our life as Episcopalians.

JOIN THE MEETING

CANONS CORNER
Youth retreat During the Presiding Bishop's Visit
We are so looking forward to welcoming the
Presiding Bishop at the end of this month! I hope that
you will encourage the youth in your congregations
and communities to register for the youth retreat
we are going to be having during that same
weekend. The youth will participate in everything
being offered at the Cathedral that weekend and
spend our evenings at St. Stephen’s together as just
the youth.
A few highlights for the youth retreat:

Friday – After Evensong at the Cathedral we will head to St. Stephen’s for dinner
where we will judge a chili cook off!
Saturday – The youth will plan and lead Morning Prayer at the Cathedral to start the
day for all participants. Directly after Morning Prayer the Presiding Bishop will spend
an hour having a conversation with the youth. When we return to St. Stephen’s we
will end our evening with a DANCE!
Sunday – Our retreat will end with worship at the Cathedral where the Presiding
Bishop will preach.
Sara

This past weekend, fifteen women from across our
diocese gathered for our Women’s Retreat. It was a
glorious time together as we considered being “On a
Sacred Journey” together, engaging the biblical
stories of Naomi (found in the book of Ruth) and the
Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35.)
Being on a sacred journey is deep work: it is the
work of further exploring who we are, of learning
more of who God is, and being open to God’s
promptings and invitations in our lives. This deep
work requires the support of community.
In Naomi’s story, we see clearly the support of community. When Naomi first comes
back to her hometown after being gone for over ten years (during which she has lost
her husband and both of her sons) the women of the village gather and say “Is it
Naomi?” She responds by saying, “Ah, I was called Naomi, (which means “sweet”)
but now call me Mara (which means “bitter”) because God has dealt bitterly with
me.” Those of us at the retreat considered together those times that feel so
overwhelming and life-altering that we feel like different people on a fundamental
level.
Thankfully that was not the end of Naomi’s story, for at the end of the book of Ruth,
the women gather around Naomi yet again. This time Naomi is holding a baby boy.
This child is not Naomi’s son, but her grandson born by her remarried daughter inlaw Ruth. As Naomi is holding the baby, the women gather around her. And they
start to bless her.

First the gathered women bless the baby with a name, Obed. And then they bless
Naomi in two ways. They say “A son has been born to Naomi!” In these words, the
women are doing two things: They are rooting Naomi once more in her name, in her
identity. They say “You are Naomi! This is who you are!” And they also bless her
with a future and a family that she had given up hope of having.
I wonder if you’ve experienced a group of people gathering around you to bless you,
reminding you of who you are and who you’re called to be. I wonder if you’re
watching for those around you who may need you to be part of a community
supporting them in this way.
None of us make this sacred journey alone. Thanks be to God for that!
Grateful as always to be journeying with you,
Andrea

ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE
Here you will find monthly ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign throughout the
entire year. Looking for the full year guide, find it here: Stewardship Annual Giving Guide.
In April, continue the annual giving calendar planning you began in March. Consider the
following:
 Finalize your theme, content, and schedule of the annual giving plan that you
began discussing in March.
 Design the calendar, goals, and materials that will be needed throughout the year.
 Review campaign prospect lists to determine special asks for major gifts.

BISHOP'S MARCH-APRIL SCHEDULE
Find the full diocesan calendar online here
Date Event

Location

04/03 Bishop's visit to St. Anne's and Redeemer

Omak and Republic

04/10 Bishop's visit to St. Matthew's

Prosser

04/11-14 Work retreat

04/16-17 Bishop's visit to St. Paul's for Easter Vigil & Easter

Walla Walla

04/24 Bishop's visit to St. Paul's and St. Timothy's

Kennewick and Yakima

04/29 Presiding Bishop's visit

Spokane

05/03 Visit to St. Mary's

Bonners Ferry

05/07 Diocesan Council Zoom
05/08 Bishop'svisit to St. Paul's

Cheney

