
 

 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
from the Bishop's office of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Spokane 

 

August 2020 Vol 4 | Issue 8 
 

 

 Photo: Bence Balla Schottner on Unsplash. 
 

 

Harvest 

When I was a kid, August was associated 
with wheat harvest, a fishing trip or two, 
and back to school shopping. As a 
college professor, August was associated 

his blessing, and with those they received the 
Holy Spirit and continued in proclaiming the 
Kingdom of God had come. We ask that 
people who desire baptism, confirmation, 



with trying to take one more vacation, 
and getting ready for the new classes of 
fall. For a number of years now, August 
has been a time for the College for 
Congregational Development, a vacation 
of some sort, and planning for the fall. 
When I think about it, all of these August 
events over my life have had similar 
themes: rest, preparation, harvest.   
 
Stories from the gospels tell us that Jesus 
had times of rest, he is said to go away 
by himself at times for prayer, and we 
know that he and the disciples followed 
many of the Sabbath laws.  His 
arguments in Scripture about the Sabbath 
were never to deny it, instead they called 
the people back to the reasons for the 
Sabbath: liberation from slavery and rest 
from work. Rest is so essential that we 
hear that God rests. If God rests, we who 
are made in the image of God can do no 
less. How will you take time to this 
month to rest? And if the thought of that 
is itself exhausting, how will you at least 
take a pause, a break, a moment - at least 
an hour - for yourself? It is essential that 
we rest. 
 
 
Jesus spent time in preparation before his 
public ministry began, we usually call 
that time the temptation in the 
wilderness. Jesus had to face challenges 
to who he would be and what he would 
do before he could proclaim the 
Kingdom of God had come. He needed 
to be secure in his identity and ready for 
the work ahead. This preparation time 
allowed him to enter into his work. We 
can easily say that the three years of 

reception, ordination, and service in 
leadership roles, also to engage in a period of 
preparation. Our call as followers of Jesus is 
never to be taken so lightly that we do not 
engage in preparing for our ministry. How are 
you preparing for the call of Jesus in your life? 
How do you read scripture, pray, study, and 
do all of this with others who are doing the 
same? How are all of us preparing for the 
ministry to come. What fields do we till, what 
seeds do we plant? 
 
 
Harvest is always a glorious time, the hard 
work of tilling and planting and weeding 
is over and the crops are ready to come in. 
There is a reason every culture has some 
sort of harvest celebration. What does a 
harvest look like in the church? I suspect 
we really have multiple harvests, in all 
sorts of times. When an adult chooses to 
be baptized, that is one time of harvest, 
that same person will have more 
opportunities in their life as they continue 
to follow Jesus and bear good fruit. 
Visitors who return and stay, the local 
coffee shop being able to give directions 
to our church, baptisms, pledge in-
gatherings, annual meetings - all of these 
can be seen as types of harvests. The key 
for all of them is that no harvest happens 
without work ahead of time. And as any 
farmer can tell you, no harvest is 
guaranteed. Except here is where the 
farming metaphor breaks down, for Jesus 
guaranteed the harvest. He told us in fact 
that the harvest was plentiful, and we 
know Jesus is the Lord of the harvest. 
What harvest are you working for, what 
harvest are you working in? How will you 
know when the harvest is present? 



being with Jesus was the necessary 
preparation for his disciples to carry on 
his ministry. The disciples needed to 
learn the ways of Jesus, they needed to 
wrestle with his teaching, be present 
when he healed, deny him, run away, and 
return. They needed his forgiveness and  

 
Rest, preparation, harvest. This is August. 
May you have a good month and may you 
be blessed with these in your life this 
August. 
 
+Gretchen 

  

From the Bishop's office: 
 

CONVENTION WORKSHOPS 
We have some exciting workshops to bring the entire diocese this year for our online 
Convention on October 17, 2020. These workshops are completely free and open to 
anyone in the diocese to attend. The catch is you can only choose 1. Each workshop 
will run online, Saturday, October 17, 2020 from 9am to 12pm noon. We are pairing 
with amazing leaders from the Episcopal Church to offer 3 workshops: 
 
 
Welcome and Belonging in the Digital Sphere - 9am-12pm Sat., Oct. 17, 2020 
[REGISTER] Deadline to register, October 1, 2020 
How to connect with those joining your congregation digitally, taking them from 
watchers to active participants - beyond Sunday morning.   
   
In this workshop we cover four main points:  

 How to make the pivot from in-person expectations to online expressions.  
 Why engaging everyone in the work matters.  
 What digital hospitality looks like.  
 Where intentional community can happen.  

This workshop is offered by Jerusalem Greer, staff officer for evangelism for the 
Episcopal Church, in consultation with members of our diocese. 
 
Becoming Beloved Community NOW - 9am-12pm Sat., Oct. 17, 2020 
[REGISTER] Deadline to register, October 1, 2020 
In this workshop, The Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers, Canon to the Presiding 
Bishop, and The Rev. Isaiah "Shaneequa" Brokenleg, staff officer for racial 
reconciliation, will help us to deepen our commitment to the long-term work of racial 



healing, justice and reconciliation. They will offer an engaging "walk" through the 
Becoming Beloved Community labyrinth, with an emphasis on Truth (telling the 
truth about our fraught history with racism), Justice (repairing broken systems that 
ravage native, black, brown and asian people) and Healing (breaking the hold white 
supremacy in our culture and ourselves). Learn more about the Episcopal Church's 
commitment to Becoming Beloved Community at  
www.episcopalchurch.org/beloved-community. 
 
Tilling our fields and planting new seeds - 9am-12pm Sat., Oct. 17, 2020 
[REGISTER] Deadline to register, October 1, 2020 
The Rev. Katie Nakamura, the staff offer for Church planting for the Episcopal 
Church, working with members of our diocese, will bring us lessons from the church 
planting world for all of our congregations today.  What can we learn from those 
congregations just getting started about how we can plant new seeds?  What lessons 
are they learning that apply to each of our places now?  How can "old" congregations 
learn from the "new" so that all may have new life?  This workshop will help all of us 
learn new ways of doing ministry, and remind us of some old ways! 

 

FALL EVENTS 
All in-person events and meetings are cancelled or moved to online 
through the end of the year. 
 
All Canon's and Bishop's visitations have been cancelled for the rest of 
the year. 
 

 Sept 11-12, 2020 - COM Spiritual Discernment Class - CANCELLED, the 
regularly scheduled COM meeting will be online, there will not be a 
class offered in September. 

 Sept 18-20, 2020 - New Beginnings - CANCELLED 
 Sept 18-19, 2020 - Diocesan Council - ONLINE 
 Sept 26, 2020 - Regional Gathering Day - ONLINE - We are moving the 

gathering day to an online format. Save-the-date, September 26, 2020. 
 Oct 17, 2020 - Convention 2020 - ONLINE - registration is available for 

delegates and clergy, workshop registrations. www.spokanediocese.org  
 Nov 6-7 - All Leadership Day - ONLINE 
 Nov 20-22, 2020- Men's Retreat - CANCELLED 



 
 

 Clergy Conference 2020 -CANCELLED 

 

PAULSEN HOUSE CLOSED UNTIL PHASE 4 
Our offices will be closed in an abundance of caution, until phase 4 of the 
Washington State Governor's phased reopening plan. We will be working from home 
and will be checking our email frequently. If you leave a message at the diocesan 
office, please know we will be checking our voicemail weekly. 

Canons Corner 
 

Evangelism springs from being captivated by God. Without 
being fully captivated by God through prayer and connection 
to the ongoing Story of God's work in the world in Scripture 
and beyond, a discussion of how to  
do evangelism will be a non-starter.  
 
For instance, you could never recommend a restaurant or a 
product to a friend if you'd never actually eaten at that 
restaurant or tried that product. The same goes for evangelism. 
Evangelism springs out of a living rootedness in and 

relationship with Jesus Christ, our clearest picture of God. 
 
So any discussion of evangelism needs to take one step backward to check in with one's 
connection with God. Are you sensing the presence of God in prayer? Are you hearing 
the voice of God when you read Scripture, particularly the stories of the life and 
teachings of Jesus? And when you read the Scripture, how is that informing (and 
forming) your own personal story? For example, how are the stories of a God who 
declares value and worth over humankind impacting an understanding of your own 
value and worth? How are those stories impacting your understanding of the value and 
worth of those people in your neighborhood or your facebook feed? 
 
For first steps of stepping into evangelism, then, consider setting aside time to read 
Scripture and pray. Finding a small group to do this together can be a wonderful gift as 
well, and this can easily be done over the phone or through video chat as we limit our 
physical interactions during this season.  
 

 

Cn. Andrea Farley 



The beautiful thing is, we share what is meaningful in our lives naturally. When you are 
captivated by the love and goodness of God, then, a consideration about how to step into 
evangelism is a seamless conversation with the rest of your life.  
 
I'm part of a book club that meets online monthly. Our members come from New York, 
Boston, Washington D.C., Atlanta, and Spokane (me!) I happen to be the only practicing 
person of faith in the group. It is evangelism when I share how meaningful prayer is 
during this time of chaos and uncertainty. It is evangelism when I converse with others 
and practice kindness and thoughtful engagement around various topics. This is just one 
small example of how evangelism can look. No matter the context, though, evangelism 
can only happen when it springs out of being captivated by our God of love. 
 
It is a joy beyond words to experience the compassion, provision, and abundance of 
God. I can't wait to hear how you're stepping into evangelism by intentionally making 
time and space for God during these next weeks! 

 

 

BISHOP'S AUG & SEPT 
SCHEDULE 

Find the diocesan calendar online here. 
 

Date Itinerary Item Location 
8/4 Bishop's Zoom with Clergy (11am & 7p) Online 
8/5-8/6 College for Congregational Development 

Virtual Workshops 
Online 

8/18 Bishop's Zoom with Clergy (11am & 7p) Online 
9/18 Diocesan Council Online 
9/26 Fall Gathering Day Online 
 
Please note there are regular Zoom meetings for lay leaders with the Bishop held 
Thursdays at 7:00pm and regular Zoom meetings for clergy with the Bishop, held 
Tuesdays at 11:00am and 7:00pm.* 
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See what's happening on our social sites 
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