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In full communion 
 

This month my journey has taken me to England where I am currently at the Lambeth 
conference, and will have some vacation at the conclusion of the conference. The 
Lambeth Conference is a meeting of all the bishops of the Anglican Communion, those 



member provinces of Anglicans and Episcopalians who are in communion with the See of 
Canterbury - a fancy way of saying the Archbishop of Canterbury. By the way, there is 
only one official member church in each province, so no matter what anyone says, there is 
only one official “Anglican” church in this country and it is us, The Episcopal Church. 
 
I have been thinking a lot about what is means to be in communion, and to stay in 
communion. As we journey with Jesus we will always meet people who do not think like 
us, live like us, or believe like us. Some of them are part of our Anglican Communion, 
some are in other Christian denominations, some are of other faiths, and some are literally 
in our own congregations. Our Church formally says we are in communion with others, 
such as the Anglican churches throughout the world who are officially part of the 
Communion, and some we are either in, or are working to be in full communion with right 
here, such as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, or the United Methodist 
Church. At the most basic level being in communion with these churches simply means 
we agree that we recognize one another’s worship, ordinations, and beliefs as being valid. 
We can worship together and share ministers among our churches. But communion must 
mean more than simply saying “ok, you are valid.” Communion also means to be in union 
with. 
 
We celebrate the Holy Communion in the Eucharist, the union with God and one another. 
This is way more than simply a nodding agreement that someone is ok. To be in 
communion is to intentionally choose to recognize the other as part of our family, united in 
God, part of my own body as I am in them and we are all the Body of Christ. It is to be fully 
united and committed to the well-being of the other. It is to continue to be part of the family 
come thick and thin. It is to commit to not walking away. 
 
There have been too many times when Christians, Anglicans, Episcopalians, choose 
something other than communion. We have too many examples of people, congregations, 
whole churches walking away, staying apart. To choose to stay is the harder choice, and 
the sacred choice. God stays with us, God does not walk away, and we are called to stay, 
to choose communion, to choose to be part of the Body of Christ even when irritated at 
the other, even when the other acts in ways that annoy, anger, baffle, or even just bore 
us.  
 
I have sometimes been known to, in frustration, wonder why we are part of this worldwide 
communion, with people who sometimes believes they are called to scold the Episcopal 
Church. But, I can no more leave the Anglican Communion than I could leave my local 
congregation or diocese. They are literally part of me, if I (or we) were to leave they would 
be diminished, and when others leave, I/we are diminished.  
 
American Christians, including Episcopalians, tend to think in individualistic terms, such as 
my church, my faith. We often hear folks saying that they didn’t like a service because 
they didn’t “get anything out of it.” People are known to “church shop,” looking for the 



perfect congregation that agrees with everything they personally think and want. That 
church does not exist. More importantly, that is not communion thinking.  
 
We are called into communion with God and one another, called to commit to knowing 
one another as literally part of our own selves. As Paul reminds us, when one suffers, all 
suffer, when one rejoices, we all rejoice. As we continue to travel our sacred journey, I 
invite you to reflect on what communion has meant to you, and what you both receive and 
give by being in communion. Let us all commit to a life of communion with God and one 
another. Blessings on this sacred journey.  
   
+Gretchen 

 

  
  

 

FROM THE BISHOP'S OFFICE 
 

  

GATHERING DAY 

Our Fall Gathering Day will be in person in every 
region of the diocese. Please save-the-date for 
September 24, 2022, from 9am-3pm. More 
information will be coming soon. Our theme for 
this gathering day is "Celebration and 
Storytelling." 

Gathering Day Host Congregations: 
NW at St. Luke’s, Wenatchee 
SE at Church of the Nativity, Lewiston 
NE at St. Stephen’s, Spokane 
SW at All Saints, Richland 

 

 

  

  



58th ANNUAL DIOCESAN 
CONVENTION 
 
October 21-23, 2022 at The Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist in Spokane, WA. 
 
Registration for our 58th Annual Diocesan convention 
is open to all clergy, delegates and guests. You can 
find details on prices, accommodations and coming 
deadlines on our diocesan convention webpage here, 
 
Diocesan Convention Website 

 

 

  

Pre-convention Zoom Sessions for Delegates and 
Clergy 

 

This year we will be offering some pre-convention zooms to clergy and delegates to do some of 
the business of convention before we even step foot at the Cathedral. These zooms will help us 
to utilize our time together in-person to the greatest effect. 
 
Zoom links will be sent out by email the week before and day of the zoom to each clergy person 
and delegate. Please save the dates below: 
 

 October 11, 2022 - New delegate orientation and overview of convention 
processes (pre-convention ZOOM) 

 October 13, 2022 - Nominations, Election Process and Resolutions (pre-
convention ZOOM) 

 October 18, 2022 - The assessment, diocesan budget, and diocesan strategic 
plan (pre-convention ZOOM) 

 

  

REGISTER FOR 
CONVENTION  

 

REGISTER BY OCT. 10th 
(Early bird discount Sept 1) 

 

SUBMIT A 
NOMINATION  

 

Print deadline - Sept 21, 
2022, all nominations due Oct 

22, 2022 
 

SUBMIT A 
RESOLUTION  

 

Due by Sept. 21, 2022 
 

  



  

 

EPISCOPAL 101 
Lay (clergy invited) zooms 

Summer break! 
September 15 - Hospitality 
October 6 - Church and Civic Life 
October 20 - Evening off prior to convention! 
November 3 - Convention recap and theme for our year 
November 17 - Volunteer Recruitment and 
Development 
December 1 - Evangelism 
December 15 - Lessons and Carols  
 

 

UPCOMING 

Topics for July, are as 
follows: 
First and third Thursdays, 
from 7pm to 8 - 8:30pm 
 
July 7. General Convention - We 
will actually not meet, but look 
for a video report from the 
deputies in Baltimore as General 
Convention is happening! Learn 
more about how “the sausage is 
made” in the governance of the 
wider church.  
 
No meetings the rest of July or 
August, we will resume these 
zooms on September 15 as we 
discuss hospitality.  
 

JOIN THE MEETING  
 

 

  

 

CANONS CORNER 
 



 

I love meetings. Or rather, I love GOOD meetings. What makes 
a meeting good? Your first response may be “nothing!” But take 
a minute and ask yourself when you have been part of a meeting 
that you enjoyed - one that was energizing or particularly 
satisfying. That might be a book group, a grass-roots organizing 
meeting, or perhaps a meeting at work or in your congregation. 
Then think about what made it a positive experience. For me, a 
good meeting is one that has the right people in the room 

talking about things that matter in ways that bring 
out the best from everyone there. 

In my book groups, a good meeting is one where people have 
read the book and engage in respectful and insightful 
conversation about the book and the ways it reflects our lives or 
enhances our understanding of relationships, community, or the 
world. Good book group meetings have an underlying structure 
even if there is no explicit agenda. In my experience, they usually 
start with people greeting one another and sharing something 
about our lives as a way of reconnecting since the last meeting. 
Once we have reconnected, we dive into the book. First at a 
surface level – did we like the book? Was it well-written? What 
made it a good or not-so-good reading experience? Then we 
move to deeper questions. What did the characters reveal about 
humankind, cultural differences, or our own selves? How did the 
book open our eyes about families, relationships, communities, 
cultures, and the world? What was missing or inconsistent? What 
other books or experiences were similar to or in conflict with this 
book? Finally, the meeting ends with brainstorming about possible 
next books and a decision about what to read and when to meet. 
What makes book group meeting good is what makes every 
meeting good: people with relevant information, structure (implicit 
or explicit), meaningful topics for inquiry, respectful dialogue, 
connection with the world outside the group, and good clear 
decision-making. 
 
What if your meetings at church were as satisfying as a good book 
group meeting? They can be! Be sure the right people are invited 
and have relevant information, the topics are meaningful, the 
engagement is structured to explore important questions in ways 
that encourage and honor all voices, and that you have a clear 
process for decision-making. That’s it! Okay, that is a lot. It is also 
something that I love to think about and participate in. Good 
congregational development almost always requires bringing 
people together to ask important questions, gather and interpret 
meaningful information, and decide on a way forward. Which 
means meetings are a key part of congregational development. 
 



  

I encourage you to use the attributes of a good book group 
meeting, or any other good meeting experience you have had, to 
help you plan meetings in your congregation. If you want help 
thinking through a specific meeting, please reach out. I love 
meetings and I would love to help you make yours better – even 
GOOD! 

Caroline McCall (she/her) 
Canon for Congregational Development 

 

  

 

  

We are finishing up our youth sessions this week with Senior 
High and begin heading into some great adult and family 
sessions. Coming up August 19-21, 2022, we will have our 
Men's Weekend at Camp Cross. 
 
This is a weekend session of spiritual reflection and renewal for 
men. You will spend this weekend retreat connecting through 
group discussion and shared formation. Surrounding these 
highly impactful times of reflection is an ability to connect on 
your own personal level with God through a place of peace, 
beauty, and nearly unblemished nature. To compliment it all is 
some great food and wonderful hospitality to make this weekend 
one of the highlights of your summer. 
 
Gospel stories come alive as we place ourselves among the 
disciples by praying with our imagination. 
 
Things to do: 

 



 Make beautiful Camp Cross friendships 
 Get some spiritual refreshment 
 Draw closer to Jesus 
 Rest 

 
Cost to attend is Adults - $240. We are excited to host a 
wonderful men's weekend this year and hope you will come 
down or share this weekend with a friend. 
 
Registration can be made on our website: www.campcross.org 

Sara Gunter (she/her) 
Canon for  

 

  

ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE 
 

  

Here you will find monthly ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign 
throughout the entire year. Looking for the full year guide, find it here: Stewardship 
Annual Giving Guide. 

 

  

 

 

In August... 

continue building toward your fall campaign plans. 
 

 Consider direct mail warm-up letters and other 
communications for the upcoming campaign 

 Begin recruiting phone-a-thon members. 
 Continue campaign kick-off plans. 

  

 

  
  

 

THE BISHOP'S CALENDAR 
 

  

 

AUGUST/ 
 



SEPTEMBER 

Date Event Location 

08/09-19 Vacation 
 

08/28 Visitation to St. Mary's Sandpoint, ID 

08/31-09/02 Out of the office 
 

09/06 Clergy Zoom at 11am and 7pm 
 

09/09-11 Visitation to St. Luke's Wenatchee, WA 

09/15 Episcopal 101 Zoom at 7pm 
 

09/16-17 Diocesan Council 
 

09/19-22 Possible House of Bishops 
 

09/24 Gathering Day Regional (see above) 

09/25 Visitation to St. James Pullman, WA 
 

 

  

  

     

  
  

 

 
 


