
 
 

 

  

March 26, 2020 
  
Dear friends in Christ, 
  
On March 13, I wrote to the diocese asking that all congregations suspend 
worship for the next three Sundays due to the COVID19 pandemic. At that 
time, I said I would evaluate the situation again on March 31 and that my 
prayer was we would be back in our congregations for worship on Palm 
Sunday. Since that time, both Idaho and Washington have "stay at home" 
orders in place. I find it appropriate to not wait until the 31st and instead 
communicate now with the diocese regarding the necessary request that 
worship remain suspended. 
  
I am at this time requesting that our congregations continue to suspend 
corporate, in-person worship through the end of April. 
  
I will be evaluating the ever changing circumstances as they continue to evolve 
and will communicate developments on April 21 with the diocese. If we are 
able to return to in-person worship before the start of May I will make that call 
and we will all rejoice. It seems prudent, however, to err on the side of 
protecting each other. It is the loving thing at this time to remain apart 
physically while we reach out in other ways to stay connected. 
  
The diocese will continue to offer home worship materials as well as online 
worship. I will be at the Cathedral for the celebration of Easter, albeit a small 
and online celebration. That first Easter morning few were at the tomb and yet 
the tomb was empty and Jesus was alive. Our buildings may be empty, but 
Christ is alive and so are we! 
  
May God's blessing be upon each one of you during these challenging times. 
  
Faithfully, 
  
+Gretchen 
IX Spokane 
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