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December 2022

Diocesan Calendar of Events
December

January

1 - Episcopal 101: Evangelism
15 - Episcopal 101: Lessons and
Carols
22 - Jan 2 Diocesan Office Closed
for Christmas and New Year's

3 - Paulsen house office open after
Christmas break
7 - Developing small groups
training
12 - Tending the Vine Zoom: Who
is Jesus to you?
13-16 - MIQRA Youth Weekend
14 - Color of Compromise, 1-3pm

February
2 - Tending the Vine Zoom: What
does Jesus have to do with your
Relationship with Money?
7 - Bishop back from Sabbatical
11 - Color of Compromise, 1-3pm
12 - Bishop's Visit: St. David's &
West Central, Spokane

21 - Small group facilitators training 13-16 Clergy Retreat at
28 - Color of Compromise, 1-3pm
Immaculate Heart, Spokane
16 - My Grandmother's hands
Zoom
17-19 - Women's Retreat,
Immaculate Heart, Spokane
19 - Bishop's Visit: St. Luke's, CDA
25 - Color of Compromise, 1-3pm
26 - Bishop's visit: Nativity,
Lewiston

You can find the Diocesan Calendar online at www.spokanediocese.org.

Upcoming
Coming in January
2023

Community of Hope Lay Pastoral Care Training |
Accepting Registrations now!
Community of Hope is a lay pastoral care training program grounded in
Benedictine spiritual practices. We have had seven successful training
groups in our diocese over the past three years, and it has been a gift to the
participants as well as their congregations! A new training is open for
registrations now, and will begin in January 2023.
This training will be offered fully over Zoom and is therefore open to any
person in our diocese! Furthermore, this training is being funded by a
diocesan grant and is therefore FREE to all participants! For more
information or to get registered, please reach out to
andreaf@spokanediocese.org.

January 13 - 16

MIQRA
MIQRA is a diocesan retreat for high school youth coming up January 1316 at St. John’s Cathedral in Spokane. MIQRA means the public reading of
scripture and throughout the weekend we’ll read the over the weekend
participants will follow two tracks. One continual part of the event is the
nonstop reading of the Bible from beginning to end. While everyone takes
turns reading, including any from around the Diocese who would like to join
and read by zoom, youth will participate in all sorts of activities and have all
kinds of conversations about the Bible.
We’ll write our own Psalms, tell our own stories, and create individual and
collaborative art pieces. We’ll play games, watch a movie, pray together,
and so much more! Registration is OPEN now so follow this link for more
details. Please note that we will need to have a minimum of 10 youth
signed up by January 5 to proceed with this retreat so don’t delay in
completing a registration!

In the meantime, if you have questions, please contact Canon Sara Gunter
at sarag@spokanediocese.org or 510-624-3191 ext 5.
Register HERE
January 14 & 28

The Church’s Role in Establishing Racial Justice
Knowing Our Complicity Empowers Us to Work for
Justice

You are invited to participate in The Color of Compromise, a six part series
on the Church’s complicity in racism and our opportunity to establish racial
equity. We’ll watch and discuss brief documentaries on each chapter by the
author of The Color of Compromise. Simultaneously reading the book can
enrich your experience, but is not required.
Six Saturdays, 1:00-3:00pm, via Zoom
- January 14 and 28
- February 11 and 25
- March 11 and 18
Sponsored by the Beloved Community Working Group.
Register HERE
January 19, 2023
from 7-9pm

My Grandmother's Hands, Guided Book Group
Join an In-Depth Exploration of Healing Racialized Trauma
This series is designed to help us love our neighbor and ourself better by
being trauma informed. Join a group committed to read and inwardly digest
the book, My Grandmother’s Hands. We’ll meet from 7:00pm to 9:00pm
on the third Thursday of each month throughout 2023, thus allowing
plenty of time to process the material between sessions. Conversations will
be led by Michaela Brown, a professional facilitator of color and Spokane
resident, who will be assisted by a priest of the Episcopal Diocese of
Spokane, Rick Matters (rickmatters@gmail.com). A donation of $100 is
requested. Space is limited.
Register HERE

February 17-19

Winter Cross
February 17-19, 2023 at St. Luke’s Wenatchee
th

th

A retreat for 6 -12 graders. We are so excited to be hosted by St. Luke’s
Wenatchee for Winter Cross! We’ll enjoy tubing and skiing at Echo Valley
Ski Area, play games, spend time in small and large group reflections, and
get to experience a few favorite Camp Cross activities. Register here!
If you have any questions, please email Canon Sara Gunter at
sarag@spokanediocese.org or 509-624-3191 ext. 5.

Register HERE

BISHOP'S OFFICE NEWS
Diocesan Prayer Cycle for 2023
You can find the 2023 Diocesan Cycle of Prayer on our website here.

Camp Cross Summer Staff Applications Are Open!
The 2023 Camp Cross staff
application is open! Consider applying
– or sharing the application with young
adults in your community – to work at
camp this coming summer! As a part
of the staff team you can expect to
have an amazing summer living in
Christian community with a team
dedicated to making sure our campers
have the best week of their summer at
Camp Cross. We will plan activities, go
on hikes, build campfires, sing songs,
pray and worship together, and so, so
much more.
Find more details about being on staff,
as well as the link to the application,
here!

Episcopal Youth Event Registration to Open in January!

Registration for the 2023
Episcopal Youth Event (EYE)
will open in early January.
Interested high school youth in
the diocese can apply to join the
Diocese of Spokane delegation
by completing this form by
January 1, 2023.
EYE is a gathering of high school
youth from around the country
that takes place every 3. The
next upcoming event will be held
at the University of Maryland July
4-8, 2023. At EYE we will
worship and sing, participate in
workshops and activities, and get
to know Episcopal youth from
around the United States. I am thrilled to be putting together a team from the
Diocese of Spokane and I hope the high school youth in your communities will
consider applying to be a part of our delegation!
If you have questions about EYE contact Canon Sara Gunter at
sarag@spokanediocese.org or 510-624-3191 ext 5.

Small Group Trainings in January
Two upcoming trainings on the topic of Small Groups! Cn.
Andrea Farley will be teaching two workshops on Small
Groups coming up in January. Both are free, though
registrations is required. Sign up today on the diocesan
website today!
Developing Small Groups - Zoom Training, Jan 7 2022, 10am-12pm
Why would you attend the Developing Small Groups training?
Read more...
Small Groups Facilitators Training - Zoom, Jan 21 2022, 10am-12pm
Why would you attend this Small Groups Facilitators’ Training?
Read more...

Tending the Vine Zooms in 2023

2023 Tending the Vine Zooms
Strengthen | Grow | Plant
In 2023, our Thursday Zooms will be focusing on the 3 strategic priorities outlined
by Diocesan Council for our diocesan strategic plan:
 Committed, growing, meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ
 Connection & Hospitality
 Culture of Listening, Learning & Development
2023 Zoom Dates & Topics (First Thursdays, except January)
 January 1/12 - Who is Jesus to you?
 February 2/2 - What does Jesus have to do with your Relationship








with Money?
March 3/7 - Meeting Jesus with Hospitality
May 5/4 - Listening for Jesus in Non-Dominant Voices
June 6/6 - Embodying God’s Hospitality
September 9/7 - Being surprised by Jesus
October 10/5 - Experiencing Transformation through Civil Discourse
November 11/7 - How has your relationship with Jesus grown?
December 12/7 - Recap & Celebrate

SPOTLIGHT

Locally

The Alaska Suite: a Story of Beauty, Loss and Hope
th

On December 8 , St Matthew’s in Prosser, WA hosted a performance of “The
Alaska Suite: a Story of Beauty, Loss and Hope”.
The Alaska Suite features a five-piece chamber jazz ensemble performing the
original music of Seattle pianist and composer Nelda Swiggett. But this is not just a
concert. The performance engages the power of artistic expression — live music,
spoken words, images and poetry — to connect audiences deeply and emotionally
to the scientific realities of climate change. It has been performed 27 times to date,
touching over 1600 people with its message of hope and call to action.
Why Alaska? While the earth has warmed on average about 2°F since the beginning
of the Industrial Revolution, the Arctic is warming nearly twice as fast. The impacts
of climate change are significant and alarming in Alaska right now, and this should
be a wake up call for all of us. The event features Swiggett (piano), Julian Smedley
(violin), Clif Swiggett (trombone), Chris Symer (bass), Adam Kessler (drums) and the
poetry of Jill McGrath.
Climate change is fundamentally a science and technology problem, but the arts can
drive the human response. Swiggett, a Seattle-area pianist and composer, created
“The Alaska Suite” to evoke a response from the heart.

GODLY PLAY TRAINING DATES
After many fits and starts, we've finalized a training program and dates with the
Godly Play Foundation for the official training at St. Paul's. Here is a flyer with an
outline of the training sessions.
We've opted for the Hybrid Core model, which allows us to space out the trainings
such that nobody would have to take a Friday off from work to participate. Godly
Play certification requires 22 contact hours; the training that's in-person would
require two hotel nights for those out of towns, and most of Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday.
There is no perfect training solution that works for everyone; this seems to provide
the most flexibility without overloading volunteers.
This model allows to spread out the workload over several non-consecutive
weekends, and have one intensive Saturday and Sunday. We've scheduled around
Holy Week and Easter - thus the month gap between Zoom Session 3 and the InPerson Intensive.

The dates are:
Online (Zoom) Session 1 - Saturday, February 11, 10:30-Noon
Online (Zoom) Session 2 - Saturday, February 25, 10:30 - Noon
Online (Zoom) Session 3 - Saturday, March 11, 10:30 - Noon
In-Person at St. Paul's - Saturday, April 22, 9-5:30 and Sunday, April 23 12:30 - 5:00
pm
Online (Zoom) Session 4 - Saturday, May 6 - 10:30-Noon
We will finalize the training costs in the next week or so; likewise, we anticipate
booking a room block for those who would need it for the night of April 22. My hope
is to have online registration up by the end of the month. Links from the diocesan
website will be available.
We're happy to welcome folks from other congregations in Walla Walla (Christ
Lutheran and Pioneer UMC), and from around the Episcopal Diocese of Spokane; if
non-Episcopalians have contacts in their wider judicatories who would be interested,
just let me know, so we can make sure we don't max out attendance; we're going to
provide first preference to the folks listed above.
Thanks so much for your patience - my being down with COVID in August really
threw a wrench in our planning.
Rev. David Sibley, St. Paul's, Walla, Walla, WA
Province or
Regionally

PROVINCE VIII BLACK AFRICAN MINISTRIES
MONTHLY ZOOM
(BAM) is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting every 1st Saturday of the
month
Topic: Getting Connected with BAM – 1st Saturday of Every Month Gathering
Time: 02:00 PM - 3 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)
ATTENTION: Black, African, and Caribbean Episcopalians
Province VIII Black African Ministries (BAM) wants to connect with Black
Episcopalians in Province VIII for conversation and fellowship. Province VIII
encompasses the following dioceses: Alaska, Arizona, California, Eastern Oregon,
El Camino Real, Hawaii, Idaho, Los Angeles, Nevada, Northern California, Olympia,
Oregon, San Diego, San Joaquin, Spokane, Taiwan, and Utah.
Given the large geographic area this region covers, it can be easy to feel isolated or
disconnected. This is an opportunity to come together.
Please join us on first Saturdays in 2022 from 2 - 3 p.m. P.S.T. and share this invite
with any Black Episcopalians that you know.
Send an email to province8bam@gmail.com and the zoom link will be provided to
you.
We look forward to meeting you!

