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ADVENT 
 

Advent, a new year in the church, we find 
ourselves beginning again, hearing again the 
story of Jesus, the story of our salvation. This 
Advent, we start the year of Luke. We will hear 
from Luke’s gospel, and if we open Luke to the 

we prepare in Advent to see Christ outside the 
walls of our churches, in our everyday 
locations, and among the ordinary people of 
the world. We are invited to prepare in Advent 



beginning, we will read at the start, the story 
of Zechariah and Elizabeth, a priest and his 
wife who have no children and who are old. 
We start once again with a story of God 
bringing life to the barren. 
 
Gabriel announces that the son Zechariah and 
Elizabeth will be John, and of course we known 
this to be John the Baptist, the one who will 
prepare the way for Jesus, the one who will 
announce good news and call people to 
repentance to prepare for the coming of the 
messiah. 
 
This season of Advent is our time to enter 
again into the story from the beginning and 
prepare anew for the coming of the Messiah, 
the one who is, and who was, and who is to 
come. The One who is always here, always 
with us, and always calling us to follow. So how 
can this story of Zechariah and Elizabeth help 
us in our Advent preparation? How might Luke 
help us as we enter Advent?  
 
Perhaps it is useful that we start with 
Zechariah in the temple, for he reminds us to 
be together in our sacred places in worship. 
We prepare again by being in worship, hearing 
the story, offering the prayers and praises, 
celebrating the Eucharist, and joining 
together, whether in person or online. We 
gather as followers of Jesus to prepare for the 
coming of Jesus. 
 
And the Jesus we prepare for, the Jesus we 
follow, is the one who is always crossing 
boundaries, pushing the envelope, breaking 
barriers, and calling us to keep following as he 
does so. The Jesus we follow is the God who 
brings life from emptiness, hope from despair, 
love from hate, mercy from sacrifice. The Jesus 
we follow takes us out of the temple, into the 

by looking for the Christ who cannot be 
confined, and who comes in unexpected ways. 
 
When Gabriel told Zechariah he was going to 
be mute for a period of time, perhaps that is 
one more way we can learn from his story 
about our own preparation for Advent. 
Perhaps we too are called to be silent. So 
spend more time this Advent listening than 
speaking, learning than pronouncing. Perhaps 
we too need to be silent so the voices of the 
outcasts, the oppressed, the voiceless, can be 
heard. Perhaps we need to be silent so that we 
can hear God whisper to us, inviting us to bring 
Christ into the world.  
 
We are on a sacred journey; the journey of 
Advent brings us closer and closer to the great 
mystery of Christmas, God with us, God who 
saves. I invite you into this sacred journey, a 
journey that takes us across boundaries, 
breaks down walls, and into the very heart of 
God. I invite you to take time (6 minutes a day, 
6 days a week!) to be silent, to pay attention 
to where God meets you in your ordinary and 
everyday, to seek the God who is present 
among the least of us. I invite you to hear God 
speaking to you. For if we take this Advent 
journey, we will always find the God who is 
already right here, waiting, calling, loving, 
healing, forgiving, and saving us. 
 
God is coming into the world, let us prepare 
for the coming of Christ and embrace this 
sacred journey. 
 
 
+Gretchen 

 



city streets and country roads; proclaims that 
God cannot be confined to one nation, to one 
location, to one people. And so 

 

 

 

  

 

OUR DIOCESAN MISSION, VISION & CORE VALUES 
 

During this past year the Diocesan Council has been 
engaged in a process of strategic planning, asking what 
are the priorities for our diocese, and what do we need to 
do exceptionally well in order to achieve those priorities 
We will be sharing this with the diocese further. Part of 
that process was to look at our mission and vision and ask 
what are the core values we have as members of the 
Diocese of Spokane. Our mission and vision have not 
changed. Our vision (who we are called to be) is to be 
creative and compelling witnesses to Jesus Christ in the 
Inland Northwest. Our mission (what we do) is to form, 

nurture and to develop disciples of Jesus Christ in strong communities of faith for the 
transformation of ourselves, our communities and the world.  
 
Our vision are those things which ungird our work, they shape our thinking and our actions. 
As Diocesan Council met and talked and listened to folks throughout the diocese, the 
following core values for our diocese were identified. They are presented in the triquetra 
form, for all the values flow into and from each other, all shape and inform one another. 
Each core value is then further defined below: 
 
Liturgical worship. Liturgical worship is the heart of our faith in Jesus Christ; in worship, we 
experience – directly and in community – God and God’s transforming power by speaking to 
God, who uses our liturgy to shape us in ways beyond comprehension to become evermore 
our true selves. Luke 24:30b, 31a-32a; Psalm 63:1 
 
Faith formation, story sharing. We grow in our faith through listening to and sharing the 
stories of God’s presence in each other’s lives and community, practicing the inclusive love 
of Jesus. Romans 10:12-15 
 
Prayerful listening. We make space for deep listening for the Holy Spirit, individually and 
collectively, prayerfully testing and trying in order to come to common visions.  
Jeremiah 33:3; Psalm 25:4-5; Matthew 7:24-25 
 

 

 

 



Mutual appreciation. We are a community where each voice is considered and included no 
matter the individual’s background, geography or position such that our mutual 
appreciation opens us to the Holy Spirit flowing through one another. Ephesians 4:2-3 (CEB); 
Philippians 2:3b (CEB); Proverbs 12:15 
 
Community. As one in Christ, within, between and beyond our congregations and 
communities we are a witness to Jesus’ inclusive love through showing up, reaching out and 
giving our love in action. Romans 12:4-5 
 
Engagement both external and internal. We find joy in the love of the Holy Spirit pulling us 
outward to collaborate in God’s work and share God’s life-changing love, finding ourselves 
transformed along the way. John 15:15b-16; Matthew 28:19-20 

 

 

 

  

THE PRESIDING BISHOP IS COMING! 
 

Get your hotel reservations now! Friday, April 30th through Sunday May 1st we are blessed 
to have Presiding Bishop Michael Curry with us for the weekend, joined by our convention's 
guest speakers Lisa Kimball and Rev. Patricia Lyons. 
 
This is going to be an amazing weekend of worship, fellowship, and learning from some of 
the greatest in our church. Sunday, May 1 is unfortunately also Bloomsday in Spokane, so you 
will want to get a hotel room now! It is always easier to cancel than reserve one later. 
 
All events will take place at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, so choose whatever hotel 
you prefer and plan on spending the weekend with the diocese for a great time 



together. (Friday events will not start until mid to late afternoon so you can plan on driving 
to Spokane on Friday.) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

EPISCOPAL 101 
Lay (clergy invited) zooms 

Ever since the start of the pandemic we 
have had lay leadership zooms on Thursday 
evenings at 7 pm. A great benefit of this 
covid time has been the realization that 
these zooms are wonderful ways to teach, 
share resources, provide cross-
congregational sharing, and build up of the 
lay leadership in our diocese. As we move 
forward, we want to expand what is being 
offered and make sure that everyone gets 
invited to these gatherings. So we have 
started an Episcopal 101 zoom series! We 
love being with a diverse group of laity from 
around the diocese and hope that this 
group can grow and become a way to 
support and develop our congregations and 
individual discipleship. If you regularly 
come, invite others, if you have never 
thought of attending, check it out!  
  

Topics for December & January, are 
as follows: 
First and third Thursdays, 
from 7pm to 8 - 8:30pm 

December 2. “Church governance.” How do 
Episcopalians share in the governing of our 
church, what makes for good governance, how 
can we be clear that governance is part of 
ministry and not separate from it? How can we 
find service in governance as a way to grow in our 
spiritual health? As congregation look to recruit 
new members to vestries and bishops 
committees, how can we more effectively recruit 
the people who will serve well in governance. 
  
December 16. “our diocesan strategic plan.” Our 
diocese has recently completed a year long 
strategic planning process. Come hear about the 
process and results. How does this work impact 
your own discipleship and your congregational 
life. Why is it useful to take the time to do 
strategic planning. And why is advent a good time 
to even think about such a thing? 
 
January 6. "The Feast of the Epiphany!" 
Celebrate Epiphany with a Godly Play story, we 
will gather to celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany 
with story and prayer and song.  
 
January 20. "Budgets as Ministry Plans." Come 
learn how to think about your congregation's 
budget as your ministry plan. How can this 
reframing of your budget lead to clarity for issues 
of money, increased satisfaction and 
understanding of the budget among your 
members, and a better sense of giving? As we 
head into annual meeting time, being able to 



Each session will contain a short teaching, 
time of small group sharing, large group 
reflection, and any diocesan and 
congregational updates needed at the 
time. Want to join the lay leaders mailing 
list? Contact Mallory Davis. 

 

present your budget as your ministry plan will 
assist your work.  

JOIN THE MEETING  
 

 

  

 

CANONS CORNER 
 

What a beautiful and challenging year it’s been, friends! I 
continue to be energized by the Spirit’s work in and through 
our diocese, and look forward to our sacred journey 
continuing next year. There are a couple upcoming 
opportunities I wanted to highlight as we wrap up 2021. 
 
First, our diocesan Beloved Community Working Group and 
Creation Care Working Group are teaming up to offer a 
diocesan-wide Book Study opportunity! The book is 
“Shalom and the Community of Creation: An Indigenous 
Vision” by Randy Woodley, and there will be three virtual 
groups available to join. 
 

1. Tuesday mornings, 9:30-11am (Jan 11th and 25th, Feb 8th and 22nd) 
2. Wednesday evenings, 7-8:30pm (Jan 12th and 26th, Feb 9th and 23rd) 
3. Sunday afternoons, 3-4:30pm (Jan 16th and 30th, Feb 13th and 27th) 

 
Each group will meet every other week for four gatherings, on the dates listed here. To register 
for a group, please visit SpokaneDiocese.org. Purchase a book today, and plan to discuss the 
first two chapters at the first gathering! (Please reach out to me if there is a need for covering 
book expenses.) 
 
And second, our diocese has offered four regional Community of Hope trainings this past year, 
training and supporting pastoral care development. These trainings have ended, but we are 
working towards beginning some new trainings in this upcoming year. If you have an interest in 
joining a Community of Hope training, please let me know. These are open to all, whether you 
have a desire to simply go deeper in your faith formation or desire to learn how to offer pastoral 
care to people in vulnerable circumstances.  
 
As we journey through Advent together, you are in my prayers. May you experience the 
presence and light of Christ in a new way this season. 
 
Grateful, as ever, to follow Jesus with you, 
Andrea 

 

 

 

 



Youth & Camp Cross 2022 Dates 
Thank you for your ongoing support of Camp Cross. It was 
fun to get to look through photos from the 2021 camp 
season to post about Giving Tuesday on our Instagram and 
Facebook accounts and it definitely got me excited for the 
coming 2022 season! I hope each of you will consider 
registering for at least one of the sessions we’re offering so 
that we can all share in such a beautiful place and the spirit 
filled community. The calendar for the 2022 Camp Cross 
season is up and we will be opening registration in early 
January. 
 
Cn. Sara Gunter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Session 

01/05 Staff Application & Registrations open 

02/25-27 Wintercross 

05/20-22 Labor of Love 

05/27-29 Youth Labor of Love 

06/17-19 Leaders in Training 

06/20-23 Creation Care Work Camp 

06/24-26 Women's Weekend 

07/01-05 Days at the Lake 

07/07-09 Mini Camp 

07/10-15 Intermediate Camp 

07/17-22 Creative Arts Camp 

07/24-29 Mid High Camp 

07/31-08/06 Sr. High Camp 

08/19-21 Men's Weekend 

09/02-05 Labor Day Family Camp 
 

 

 

 

ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE 
 

This is a new segment that will appear in each month's News & Notes. Here you will find monthly 
ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign throughout the entire year. 

 

In December, take some time with assessment and gratitude. 



 Do some intentional assessment, using measurable goals. What worked? What 
didn’t? 

 Collect and document the year’s planning information, organizing for next year. 
 Consider a year-end thanking opportunity: a letter, handwritten notes, etc. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

BISHOP'S DECEMBER-JANUARY SCHEDULE 

Find the full diocesan calendar online here 
 

Date Event Location 

12/02 
(7pm) 

Episcopal 101 - Governance Zoom 

12/05 Bishop's visit to St Andrew’s, Spokane and Creator’s Table Spokane 

12/07 
(11am & 

7pm) 

Clergy Zoom Zoom 

12/12 Bishop's visit to Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, Spokane 
Valley 

Spokane Valley 

12/16 Episcopal 101 - Our Strategic Plan Zoom 

12/20-31 Diocesan Offices Closed 
 

Christmas Bishop at the Cathedral Spokane 

01/04 
(11am & 

7pm) 

Clergy Zoom Zoom 

01/06 
(7pm) 

Episcopal 101 -The Feast of Epiphany Zoom 

01/09 Bishop's visit to St. Stephen's Spokane 

01/11-14 Province VIII House of Bishop's Meeting Los Angeles 

01/15 Diocesan Council Zoom 

01/16 Bishop's visit to St. Micheal's and Holy Trinity Yakima and 
Sunnyside 

01/18 
(11am & 

7pm) 

Clergy Zoom Zoom 

01/19-23 House of Bishop's Theology Committee Indiannapolis 

01/20 Episcopal 101- Budgets as Ministry Plans Zoom 



(7pm) 

01/30 Bishop's visit to St. John's Cathedral Spokane 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 


