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November 2022

Diocesan Calendar of Events
November
1 - Bishop on Sabbatical
3 - Episcopal 101: Convention
recap and theme for our year
17 - Episcopal 101: Volunteer
Recruitment and Development
19 - Fall Virtual retreat
23-25 Diocesan Office Closed for
Thanksgiving

December

January

1 - Episcopal 101: Evangelism
15 - Episcopal 101: Lessons and
Carols
22 - Jan 2 Diocesan Office Closed
for Christmas and New Year's

3 - Paulsen house office open after
Christmas break
7 - Developing small groups
training
12 - Thursday Zooms: Who is
Jesus to you?
13-16 - MIQRA Youth Weekend
14 - Color of Compromise

21 - Small group facilitators training
28 - Color of Compromise

You can find the Diocesan Calendar online at www.spokanediocese.org.

Upcoming
Nov 19th

Fall Virtual Retreat
9am-12pm
Come join us for a morning of respite and connection before the holiday
season begins! We will be offering a retreat morning time, spending time
with scripture and prayer and storytelling. This event will be free and open
to all.
Register HERE!
Hosted by the diocesan Women's and Men's Formation Teams.
Download the flier here

Coming in January
2023

Community of Hope Lay Pastoral Care Training |
Accepting Registrations now!
Community of Hope is a lay pastoral care training program grounded in
Benedictine spiritual practices. We have had seven successful training
groups in our diocese over the past three years, and it has been a gift to the
participants as well as their congregations! A new training is open for
registrations now, and will begin in January 2023.
This training will be offered fully over Zoom and is therefore open to any
person in our diocese! Furthermore, this training is being funded by a
diocesan grant and is therefore FREE to all participants! For more
information or to get registered, please reach out to
andreaf@spokanediocese.org.

January 14 & 28

The Church’s Role in Establishing Racial Justice
Knowing Our Complicity Empowers Us to Work for
Justice

Journey from the Church’s racial past to ways of fostering dignity and
justice.
Watch brief documentary summaries of each book chapter, recorded by the
author.

Talk and pray about what we’ve learned.
Six Saturdays, 1:00-3:00pm, via Zoom
- January 14 and 28
- February 11 and 25
- March 11 and 18
Register HERE

BISHOP'S OFFICE NEWS
For Your Prayers
Dear siblings in Christ,
As the news of violence on our college campuses unfolds and circulates around
the country today, I bid your prayers for the four University of Idaho students who
lost their lives in Moscow, as well as the three killed and two wounded at the
University of Virginia.
May we pray to the Prince of Peace for those who died and those who perpetrated
these crimes, along with their families, friends, professors, health care workers,
first responders, investigators, and the wider communities affected by these
tragedies.
Loving God, you are the author and sustainer of our lives. You know the anguish
of the sorrowful, you are attentive to the prayers of the brokenhearted. Hear your
people who cry out to you in their need; strengthen their hope in your lasting
goodness.
We pray today for those who have died because of violence, of terrorism. Draw
them to yourself; let your face shine upon them. May they be greeted with choirs
of angels and experience your eternal peace and joy.
Be near to all those who have been touched by violence: those who have been
hurt, lost their loved ones or lost their sense of security. Be for them a steady
comfort and safe resting place.
Soften the hearts and steady of the minds of those who would do violence to
others. May hate be replaced with love, violence with peace and darkness with
your light. (from the Catholic Health Association of the United States)
Amen.
Susan+

Small Group Trainings in January

Two upcoming trainings on the topic of Small Groups! Cn. Andrea Farley will be
teaching two workshops on Small Groups coming up in January. Both are free,
though registrations is required. Sign up today on the diocesan website today!
Developing Small Groups - Zoom Training, Jan 7 2022, 10am-12pm
Why would you attend the Developing Small Groups training?
- If you’re curious about small groups and would love to hear what they are or why
the church has been meeting in small groups since its inception
- If you’re wondering about what a small group is like and how it is developed
The Developing Small Groups training will cover four main areas:
- What are small groups?
- Why might we consider developing one or more small groups?
- What goes it to developing an effective small group?
- How do small groups play a role in the broader congregational mission?
Small Groups Facilitators Training - Zoom, Jan 21 2022, 10am-12pm
Why would you attend this Small Groups Facilitators’ Training?
- If you’re curious about working to develop and lead a small group or interested in
beginning a small groups ministry in your congregation
- If you’re wondering about tools for facilitating effective group conversation and
formation
This training will be applicable to all types of leadership, so come share and learn
about facilitating small groups!

Vital Christian Community Book Resource for Each
Congregation
Check your mail!
Before leaving for sabbatical, Bishop Gretchen arranged for every congregation and
each priest who is actively serving as clergy leadership in a congregation to receive
a copy of a new book, Vital Christian Community: 12 Characteristics of Healthy
Congregations. Written by Episcopal priests, Phil Brochard and Alissa Newton and
filled with stories and and resources for increasing congregational health,
faithfulness, and effectiveness, these books should prove valuable to everyone in
congregational leadership.
Everything in the book is practical and builds on the training provided in the College
for Congregational Development. You do not need to have attended the college to

make us of it. Our congregational consultants, Canon Caroline McCall, Canon
Susan Cleveley, and members of the Congregational Development Support Team
all can be of assistance to you in using the materials found in the book.
The books were mailed to congregations and clergy over the last week and should
be arriving soon.

SAVE-THE-DATES FOR 2023 THURSDAY ZOOMS
2023 Thursday Zooms and Gathering Days
Strengthen | Grow | Plant
In 2023, our Thursday Zooms will be focusing on the 3 strategic priorities outlined
by Diocesan Council for our diocesan strategic plan:
 Committed, growing, meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ
 Connection & Hospitality
 Culture of Listening, Learning & Development
2023 Zoom Dates & Topics (First Thursdays, except January)
 January 1/12 - Who is Jesus to you?
 February
2/2 - What does Jesus have to do with your








Relationship with Money?
March 3/7 - Meeting Jesus with Hospitality
May 5/4 - Listening for Jesus in Non-Dominant Voices
June 6/6 - Embodying God’s Hospitality
September 9/7 - Being surprised by Jesus
October 10/5 - Experiencing Transformation through Civil Discourse
November 11/7 - How has your relationship with Jesus grown?
December 12/7 - Recap & Celebrate

EPISCOPAL 101 ZOOM RECORDINGS & FALL SCHEDULE
EPISCOPAL 101
Recordings from our Episcopal 101 Zooms from Fall 2021- Fall 2022 can be found
on the Resources page of the website, go here.
Episcopal 101 zooms start up again in September, beginning with September
15th's topic of "Hospitality."
Check out our Fall Episcopal 101 offerings:
 November 17 - Volunteer Recruitment and Development
 December 1 - Evangelism

 December 15 - Lessons and Carols

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82760253562?pwd=bE5QdFBQWVJ3RGk3VXBNQ
nZlZ3BxZz09
Meeting ID: 827 6025 3562
Passcode: 661675

SPOTLIGHT
Locally

GODLY PLAY TRAINING DATES
After many fits and starts, we've finalized a training program and dates with the
Godly Play Foundation for the official training at St. Paul's. Here is a flyer with an
outline of the training sessions.
We've opted for the Hybrid Core model, which allows us to space out the trainings
such that nobody would have to take a Friday off from work to participate. Godly
Play certification requires 22 contact hours; the training that's in-person would
require two hotel nights for those out of towns, and most of Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday.
There is no perfect training solution that works for everyone; this seems to provide
the most flexibility without overloading volunteers.
This model allows to spread out the workload over several non-consecutive
weekends, and have one intensive Saturday and Sunday. We've scheduled around
Holy Week and Easter - thus the month gap between Zoom Session 3 and the InPerson Intensive.
The dates are:
Online (Zoom) Session 1 - Saturday, February 11, 10:30-Noon
Online (Zoom) Session 2 - Saturday, February 25, 10:30 - Noon
Online (Zoom) Session 3 - Saturday, March 11, 10:30 - Noon
In-Person at St. Paul's - Saturday, April 22, 9-5:30 and Sunday, April 23 12:30 5:00 pm
Online (Zoom) Session 4 - Saturday, May 6 - 10:30-Noon
We will finalize the training costs in the next week or so; likewise, we anticipate
booking a room block for those who would need it for the night of April 22. My hope
is to have online registration up by the end of the month. Links from the diocesan
website will be available.
We're happy to welcome folks from other congregations in Walla Walla (Christ
Lutheran and Pioneer UMC), and from around the Episcopal Diocese of Spokane; if
non-Episcopalians have contacts in their wider judicatories who would be

interested, just let me know, so we can make sure we don't max out attendance;
we're going to provide first preference to the folks listed above.
Thanks so much for your patience - my being down with COVID in August really
threw a wrench in our planning.
Rev. David Sibley, St. Paul's, Walla, Walla, WA
Province or
Regionally

PROVINCE VIII BLACK AFRICAN MINISTRIES
MONTHLY ZOOM
(BAM) is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting every 1st Saturday of the
month
Topic: Getting Connected with BAM – 1st Saturday of Every Month Gathering
Time: 02:00 PM - 3 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)
ATTENTION: Black, African, and Caribbean Episcopalians
Province VIII Black African Ministries (BAM) wants to connect with Black
Episcopalians in Province VIII for conversation and fellowship. Province VIII
encompasses the following dioceses: Alaska, Arizona, California, Eastern Oregon,
El Camino Real, Hawaii, Idaho, Los Angeles, Nevada, Northern California, Olympia,
Oregon, San Diego, San Joaquin, Spokane, Taiwan, and Utah.
Given the large geographic area this region covers, it can be easy to feel isolated or
disconnected. This is an opportunity to come together.
Please join us on first Saturdays in 2022 from 2 - 3 p.m. P.S.T. and share this invite
with any Black Episcopalians that you know.
Send an email to province8bam@gmail.com and the zoom link will be provided to
you.
We look forward to meeting you!

