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The lessons of a dog 



As I write this it is a cold day in January, 
snow is falling and the temperature is in 
the 20's, yet my front door is open and I 
am looking out the storm door window. I 
have the fireplace going to help 
counteract the cold coming in; even with 
a storm door some cold still comes in. 
My dog is old, almost fifteen now, she 
cannot get up on her own, but she still 
loves to look out the window. She goes 
to the front door every day and lays down 
in front of it and looks at me and barks 
until I open the door so she can look at 
the window. I suppose I have spoiled her, 
or she has trained me. Lena is fifteen, and 
getting towards the end of her life, so I 
don't care about the extra heat needed or 
how strange it must seem to our 
neighbors that we have our door open. 
My chair in the living room is directly 
across from the door, and in my chair I 
can see out the big windows to my back 
yard full of birds and squirrels at the 
feeder, and when I swivel the chair I see 
out the storm door window of the front 
door, out to the street with people and 
cars going by. Without my dog's urging, 
I would only have one set of windows to 
look out, she has me looking out both. It 
is good to do so, the two sets of windows 
give me different views.   
I have been thinking this past month 
about the need for different views, and 
the role of different views can have in 
conflict. Some conflict is easy to 
understand - you have what I want and 
so I fight you to get it. This can be as 
simple as land and as complex as trade 
routes. Some conflict can happen when 
people have different views about the 
best way to approach a problem, such as 

If we are going to engage the deep work 
of reconciliation, the work given to us by 
our baptism, we need to be willing to 
engage different views. This is not the 
same thing as accepting different facts as 
equivalent truths, we need to have a 
common set of truths in order to even start, 
but it is about realizing that people of good 
will can disagree, and seeking to 
understand different views. I don't always 
want to engage the hard work of 
reconciliation, I don't always want to try 
to understand different views, but I do 
want a different world, I do want a 
different society. I long for a world where 
all can thrive and flourish, where all are 
known and loved. The only way for that 
world to come is to engage in the work of 
reconciliation. And so Lena barks, and I 
open the front door, and get a new view, 
and I give thanks for the lessons of my 
dog, who invites me to engage in seeing 
different views.   
 
An addendum  
 
Several days after writing the above 
article my dog Lena died. Many, if not 
most of you know the sorrow of losing a 
pet. The word "pet" does not give justice 
to what our animals are in our lives, truly 
parts of our family. It is hard that their 
lifespans are so much shorter than ours, 
and yet the sorrow of loss is a mark of how 
much joy and love they have brought. My 
science training tells me that dogs are not 
actually angels, my faith suggests that 
anyone, anything, which speaks a 
message from God can be called an angel. 
"Angel," after all, is simply the Greek 
word for messenger. There is a lot we can 



the best way to deal with homelessness, 
and each side is unwilling to entertain 
another view. 
 
Different views are important, I preach 
the need to be open to different views. 
Yet when I am honest with myself I 
prefer one view, mine. And then my dog 
barks, I open the door, and get another 
viewpoint. She loves both the back yard, 
and the view of the front, and they are 
different. She invites me to open up my 
perspective and look again, look from a 
different angle.  

learn from the world of nature, and from 
our beloved animals, lessons of love and 
play and acceptance. This is not to 
romanticize nature, but simply to 
acknowledge that it has the power to teach 
us about God, about ourselves, about love, 
if we allow it to. And so I continue to give 
thanks for the lessons that Lena taught me, 
and the life she had with me, and the love 
she so clearly expressed.  
 
 
+Gretchen 

  

From the Bishop's office: 
 
 

 
ASKING THE QUESTIONS 
 
 
At this past diocesan convention Bishop Gretchen said that she believed it was time 
for our diocesan bodies to take a serious look at our mission and ministry. It is time 
to ask questions such as "how are we living into our mission and vision, what is 
working well, what needs to change. What can we let go of, what do we need to pick 
up. What is God calling us to be and do at this time and in this place?" 
 
The diocese has engaged to work with Holy Cow Consulting on this work of 
discernment, assessment review, evaluation and strategic planning. This will start by 
asking all those on diocesan committees and boards, and all in leadership positions to 
take a survey about diocesan life and ministry. Each diocesan committee will be 
asked to review their work in light of our diocesan mission and vision. The diocesan 
council will work with the survey results to engage in the work of strengthening our 
diocese to better live into our mission and vision. You will hear more about this as it 
progresses.  
 
This month, the survey will be sent out to all in leadership positions. A survey is only 
as good as the responses it gets, so if you are one who receives this survey, please 



take the time to fill it out and send it back in (all by email). And, if you wish to 
participate just let the diocesan office know, we always want to involve, and hear 
from, as many of our members as possible. 
 
 

  

April 17th - Save-the-Date for the Regional Gathering Day (zoom) 
(Open to all members of the Episcopal Diocese of Spokane) 
 
 
Save-the-date, 2021 we will have the Regional Gathering Day by Zoom on April 17, 
2021. Please be sure to let others know. More information will be coming soon. 
  

  

March 6th - Save-the-Date for the Warden's and Treasurers Day 
(Open to all leaders interested in learning about administrative and financial aspects about the church) 

 
Save-the-date, 2021 we will have a Warden's and Treasurer Day on March 6, 2021. 
Please be sure to let other lay leaders and vestry know, and anyone who is interested 
in learning more about the administrative and financial side of the church. 
Registration and more information to come in the new year. 
 
 
 

  

ONLINE WORSHIP FOR FEBRUARY 
 
 
As congregations are continuing their own worship, and more begin online or in-
person services, we would still like to offer online worship to the diocese. For the 
month of February 2021 we will offer worship provided by the Cathedral of St. John 
the Evangelist, Spokane live at 9:00am, with music beginning at 8:45am. 
 
 
You can find the worship on St. John's Facebook Page or Youtube page, or the 
diocesan website. Find information on how to access this online worship on our 
online worship page. 



  

  

  

 
 
 

 

CANONS CORNER 

Re-assembly Begins with the Why 
 
It could be argued that we have all been in a 
massive disassembly process over the past 
year. So many aspects of church and 
outreach and connection: disassembled. So 
many aspects of our lives and schedules: 
disassembled. The courage and creativity 
that has been revealed throughout this past 
year has been incredible. Noticing that 
courage and creativity does not diminish the 
searing hardship of this past season - this 
year has been so very hard. 

 
Though, there is hope as we look ahead! As vaccines become more widely 
disseminated, we can begin the process of reassembly. As we contemplate this 
process, there are a couple important things to note. 

 Sadly, things won't be reassembled in the same way they were before. 
 Joyously, things won't be reassembled in the same way they were before! 

We have an opportunity to prayerfully consider the various pieces of who we are, 
and why we as a congregation exist, and how we live into the mission God has 
given us. Some pieces may come back in similar ways. Some pieces may need 
some rethinking and will come back looking quite different. And some pieces may 
not fit at all.  
 

 



The starting place for this reassembly process is being clear on the WHY. A clear 
missional sense is energizing while also being a helpful assessment tool as you 
begin the process of reassembly. Being clear on why you as an individual choose 
to follow in the way of Jesus, and why you as a congregation choose to follow in 
the way of Jesus is the bedrock for all the other things: formation, evangelism, 
stewardship, community engagement, etc.  
 
Consider these questions: 

 Why do I follow Jesus? Why do we follow together in the context of 
church? 

 What is a need that, by being the church together in (city, neighborhood, 
etc.), we can address? 

 How does this missional call inform and direct who we are and what we 
do? 

These are big questions, and ones best considered in prayerful discernment with 
others. If you would like some tools or ideas on how to get started with 
conversations toward mission, I would love to speak with you. 
 
May the Spirit be with us as we step into this work, and may our ears be open to 
hear her guidance. 
 
Your fellow disciple, 
Andrea 
 
 
 

Virtual Wintercross 
The Rev. Cn. Dr. John Palarine 
 
Theme: Woven as One. 
 
We can't be in person this year but we can 
gather virtually for all kinds of camp fun. Our 
Youth Leadership Team is putting together 
and amazing experience. Don't miss it. 
 
Save the Date - Saturday, March 27th, 3:00 
to 5:45 PM.  

 



For Grades 6-12 and adult leaders. More information and registration coming out 
soon. 

 

 

ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE 
This is a new segment that will appear in each month's News & Notes. Here you will 
find monthly ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign throughout the entire 
year. 
 
 

 FEBRUARY TIP - Identifying the Why? 
 
 In February, it's all about identifying the why of annual giving, and how to clearly 
communicate and work toward that missional call. Consider the following:  

 What is the missional call that you are working to fund? 
 How will you work to fund that mission throughout the year?  
 How will you communicate with your congregation and team, at every 

conversation around giving, that you are funding your discerned mission? 

Consider whether your congregation has a discerned mission, and whether that mission 
is clear enough to build time frames around, to articular expectations for, and even to be 
a measure by which big decisions can be made about what gets funded. 

 

BISHOP'S FEB & MAR SCHEDULE 
Find the diocesan calendar online here. 

 
Date Itinerary Item Location 
2/6 COM Meeting Zoom 
2/8-11 Clergy Retreat Zoom 
2/14 Virtual Visitation to St. Mark's, Moscow Zoom 
2/17 Ash Wednesday 

 

2/17 Standing Committee Meeting Zoom 
3/6 COM Meeting Zoom 
3/6 Warden's & Treasurer's Day Zoom 
3/6 Footsteps in Faith Zoom 
3/8-13 House of Bishops Zoom 
3/17 Standing Committee Meeting Zoom 



3/20 Diocesan Council Zoom 
 
*Please note there are regular Zoom meetings for lay leaders with the Bishop held the 
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 7:00pm as well as a Clergy Zoom held the 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays of the month at 11:00am and 7:00pm.* 
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