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As I wrote January 2021 on my
newsletter article I felt a surge of hope. It
is a new year. This past year has been so
hard that it is tempting to turn our backs
and never look at it again. Yet I try to live
in hope, and I know that 2020 taught us
important lessons, ones we want to take
with us into this new year and hold onto.
Lessons such as how many of us really
miss in person worship, we long to be
together, to offer each other the peace,
sing hymns, share in coffee hour
fellowship. Lessons such as the
importance of connecting with our shutins, learned the hard way as we all
became shut-ins! Lessons such as the
need to offer online giving, as in person
offerings went away. And, lessons such
as who really are "essential workers,"
how history has often ignored the
injustices toward those of darker skin
color, how Wall Street numbers can
seem to have nothing to do with
unemployment numbers. We have
learned that we are truly woven as one,
what one person does impacts another,
and we can work to build each other up
and keep each other safe. As we move
into 2021, perhaps with the great desire
to totally put 2020 behind us, we are
called to remember the lessons of 2020.
January also has important liturgical
feast days that can remind us of the
lessons of this past year. We start on
January 1 with the Feast of the Holy
Name, and are reminded that God is with
us. Even when we cannot be together in
person, God is with us. The Epiphany on

January 6 offers us a glimpse of the glory that
is revealed, the glory in what appears to be
common, and we learn to seek God in the
ordinary. The Baptism of our Lord has the
incarnate Lord fully identifying with the
human condition, not staying safely away,
but walking fully with us in the midst of
sorrow and suffering. The Feasts of the
Confession of St. Peter and Conversion of St.
Paul teach us of the importance of unity in a
divided world.

Sometimes it seems as if everything is an
opportunity for learning. And, sometimes
I don't want to have such opportunities!
Sometimes I just want life to be easy and
smooth, and full of what I expect. Usually
however, we have learning opportunities.
I have no idea what will happen this
coming year, but I do know this, God will
be present with us, and God will help us
learn what we need to know. And, I do
know this, when we are together, when we
are truly woven as one, even if only by
zoom, phone, and livestream, we are
stronger, healthier, able to do more than
we ever thought possible.
So let us move into this new year with
confidence and hope in God and in
partnership with one another. Let us
continue to strengthen the connections
between our congregations and members,
and let us work to be even more tightly
woven as one.
Blessings for the new year.
+Gretchen

From the Bishop's office:

SAVE-THE-DATE APRIL 28, 2022
Save-the-Date for a visit from Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry on April 28, 2022!

Save-the-Date for the Warden's and Treasurers Day
(Open to all leaders interested in learning about administrative and financial aspects about the church)

Save-the-date, 2021 we will have a Warden's and Treasurer Day on March 6, 2021.
Please be sure to let other lay leaders and vestry know, and anyone who is interested
in learning more about the administrative and financial side of the church.
Registration and more information to come in the new year.

BISHOP'S VISITATIONS 2021

Scheduling for 2020 has been chaotic, and has turned many plans upside down.
Indeed, this year has been very difficult for those of us who like a set schedule.
Given the uncertainty of our ability to gather in 2021, it would be too difficult to set
our 2021 Bishop's Visitation schedule. For now, the Bishop will be resetting her
previously scheduled visitations for 2021 at a later time when we are able to gather.
In the meantime, the Bishop is happy to join churches that are doing virtual worship.
Please connect with her admin if you would like a virtual visitation.

ONLINE WORSHIP FOR JANUARY
As congregations are continuing their own worship, and more begin online or inperson services, we would still like to offer online worship to the diocese. For the
month of January 2021 we will offer worship provided by the Cathedral of St. John
the Evangelist, Spokane live at 9:00am.






January 3rd - 9a - Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
January 10th- 9a - Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
January 17th- 9a - Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
January 24th- 9a - Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
January 31- 9a - Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist

You can find the worship on St. John's Facebook Page, or the diocesan website. Find
information on how to access this online worship on our online worship page.

DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER
The Diocesan Cycle of Prayer for 2021 is available. A correction has been made to
include 2 previously left off congregations. Please see the newest version here.

CANONS CORNER
Stewardship: everything we do,
with everything we have
Cn. Andrea Farley

When we think of stewardship it can be
easy to think of money. This isn't incorrect,
per se, but to limit stewardship to merely
money does it a disservice. It would be like
talking about skiing as simply the act of
stepping into your skis and hearing the lock
mechanism click. Though stepping into
your skis is a fundamental part of skiing, no
one will accept you have experienced skiing
by simply doing so.
From the first Creation stories in Genesis to Jesus' parables about stewards to the
Letters written to new churches about stewardship, there is a theme throughout
Scripture that invites us to live and act as though we are stewards, not owners, of
all aspects of creation and life. We are invited by God to be stewards of the Earth,
of gifts and abilities, of time and finances, of our bodies, and even of how we
engage our neighbors.
For a disciple of Jesus, stewardship is quite simply recognizing that everything we
do, with everything we have, belongs to God.
Everything we do with everything we have. This is a major perspective change,
particularly for us living in a culture in which "ownership" is a cultural driver and
ultimate aim. Does this concept feel like it throws you off kilter for a moment? It
would be surprising if it didn't.
As we step into this new year, we will be spending some time thinking about the
theology of stewardship and what life as a steward of God's looks like. How does
it change the way we view our own bodies when viewed through the lens of
stewardship? How does it affect the way we use our time, what we spend our
money on, and how we treat the environment? These are some of the questions I
look forward to engaging together.
May the peace of God be yours in this new year,

Andrea

Youth ministry and leadership
thriving in a challenging year
Rev. Cn. Dr. John Palarine

The Youth Leadership Team (YLT)
of the diocese made great strides and
continues to build in strength. COVID has
drastically changed things for YLT but they
have done a great job of staying connected
through zoom and being creative in what to
offer virtually to our youth community.




We had five zooms with YLT offered to the youth and adults of the diocese
in the spring of 2020. We averaged 28 people with low of 26 and high of
34. This was really well received. The purpose was to connect and talk in
difficult times.

YLT is offering Footsteps in Faith on the first Saturday of each month which
started in November of 2020. We have held two so far. These are led by youth.
The two sessions have been excellent with 22 participants at the first one and 30 at
the second one. Hopefully this will continue to grow. It is scheduled for 5 months
ending in March of 2021.
Youth events
o

o

TEC - Held at the Cathedral in January of 2020 with over 50 people
including team and participants. Great partnership with St. Mark's
Lutheran Church. Taking next steps to expand this program to the
Diocese and Synod. We will not be having TEC in January of 2021
due to COVID.A team of youth and adults from St. Mark's and the
diocese are meeting monthly by zoom to plan for the future.
Winter Cross - Held the second weekend in February at Lazy F
Camp. Great event with 54 people. We actually over booked our 50
spots. Want to continue this event at Lazy F with some different
logistics at camp and more participants. We will be offering a one

o

o

o
o





day virtual Winter Cross in February of 2021. More information to
come.
Leadership event for Youth - This training event was planned along
with the YIP-e training at St. Martins on April 18. We could not
hold it in person but did have an excellent training online on May
9th with about 30 people.
New Beginnings scheduled for the third weekend in September was
cancelled due to COViD. We have established a leadership group to
move this forward in 2021.
EYE - We had 18 youth and 4 adults registered from our diocese. It
was cancelled due to the pandemic.
Diocesan Convention - We had 5 youth plus 10 adults (from the
YLT) attend the virtual workshops. This was much less that we had
hoped for but not unexpected with so much time spent on zoom for
our young people.

Youth Interface Project - this was scheduled in April at St. Martin's. Of
course we could not meet in person but had a two part zoom training on
May 9 and June 20 . 12 Churches began the year long process. 2 have
dropped out due to transitions in leadership, four are thriving (Grace, St.
Stephen's, St. Luke's, CDA, All Saints) and four are building strong youth
ministries (Cathedral, St. Luke's, Wenatchee, St. James, Pullman, St.
Martin's). The plan is to finish with a conference in person or virtual on
April 10, 2021.
We had an extraordinary summer at Camp Cross with staff only. 20 staff
including a few volunteers were present. Much was accomplished with
facilities, virtual camp, community building and training. See Camp
website for more details of Camp Cross 2020.

We are here to assist you with building a strong youth presence in your
congregation. Drop me an email, johnp@spokanediocese.org and let's have a
conversations. Youth ministry is different in every place and possible in every
place.
Blessings on the journey,
John Palarine

ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE

This is a new segment that will appear in each month's News & Notes. Here you will
find monthly ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign throughout the entire
year.
JANUARY TIP - IT'S ALL ABOUT SAYING THANK YOU!
Consider the following:
o
o
o

What might a meaningful gift acknowledgement be?
Have you sent thank you letters for final 2020 gifts?
Consider your thank you letters, phone calls, and notes to be both the
last event of last year's annual giving campaign and the beginning of
2021's.

BISHOP'S JAN & FEB SCHEDULE
Find the diocesan calendar online here.
Date

Itinerary Item

Location

1/23
2/8-12

Diocesan Council (Zoom)
Clergy Retreat

Zoom

*Please note there are regular Zoom meetings for lay leaders with the Bishop held the
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 7:00pm as well as a Clergy Zoom held the 1st and
3rd Tuesdays of the month at 11:00am and 7:00pm.*
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