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In 2023, Connect with us 
 



The staff at the Diocesan Office is here to help. We offer many resources to you and your congregation 
and want to serve you, but we can't do it alone, we need to know how we can reach you to help you. 
Let's stay connected in 2023. 
 
HOW TO STAY CONNECTED: 
 
SIGN-UP FOR E-NEWS 
Maybe we do not have your email, or by chance you've accidentally unsubscribed. Subscribe again 
through our website using the link above to begin receiving e-news from the diocese. Don't forget to 
mark us as "not junk" and to check your spam and promotions folders. 

 Bishop's News & Notes - A message from the Bishop and Canons, and things the 
Bishop wants to highlight for the month, as well as the Bishop's calendar. Goes out once 
at the beginning of the month. 

 Diocesan Digest - A run-down of events and more coming your way and the diocesan 
calendar: Goes out once a month around the 15th. 

 Camp Cross Cross Talk (intermittently) - News from Camp Cross, including updates 
about sessions, information about the season, and more. 

 
JOIN US FOR TENDING THE VINE ZOOM 
This is a monthly zoom (more information in the article below) that ALL can attend. It happens the first 
Thursday at 7pm of each month and covers a different topic for each. Use this link above or in the 
article below to join the zoom, and share it with other members of the diocese. It is the same link every 
month! 
 
JOIN OUR LAY MAILING LIST 
Network with other congregations, ask questions, get information from the diocese, resources and 
more. This is a distribution list that started initially with wardens, treasurers, admins and other lay 
leaders but has expanded to those simply interested in staying connected with the diocese on things 
coming up and offering and getting resources from other congregations. 
 
You can request to be added to this list by contacting Jeremy or Mallory. 
 
FIND IT ON OUR WEBSITE 
Looking for something coming up, try our Calendar and Events page or the frontpage of our website. 
More resources for congregations and clergy can be found under the Resource tab. 
 
LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

 Episcopal Diocese of Spokane 
 Camp Cross 

 
CONTACT OUR OFFICE 
Our office is open to the public Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9am-2pm, though we all work from 
home or ocassionally at the office during the week. The best way to reach us is to, call 509.624.3191. 
For general inquiries email Jeremy Armstrong our office administrative assistant, at 
jeremya@spokanediocese.org. 
 

  
  

 



FROM THE BISHOP'S OFFICE 
 

2023 Tending The Vine Monthly Zoom Series 
 

Next year the Thursday zooms we are hosting, are 
going to focus on our strategic plan and reflect our 
diocesan theme. They will also be moving to once a 
month on the 1st Thursday of the month, except for 
January when we will meet on the 12th. 
 
Tending the Vine, is a monthly zoom series to grow, 
strengthen and plant our congregations. Following 
the 3 directives of our strategic plan, we will explore 
12 topics in 2023. All are invited to attend this Zoom 
series, and they are free. Simply use the same link 
to log in each month. Share the link with others in 
your congregations. 

 

  

During 2023, continued work to achieve our diocesan strategic plan priorities and targets will 
involve everyone in the diocese. In addition to the letter and materials from Diocesan Council, 
which were sent out last week [and are included in this edition of News and Notes above], we 
will be using our regular Zoom gatherings to further our efforts. These gatherings include Clergy 
Zooms, Clericus, and Tending the Vine, all of which will focus on the same topic each month 
with differing emphases based on the audience. 
 
2023 Zoom Dates & Topics (First Thursdays, except January) 
  
·        January 1/12 - Who is Jesus to you? 
·        February 2/2 - What does Jesus have to do with your Relationship with Money? 
·        March 3/7 - Meeting Jesus with Hospitality 
·        May 5/4 - Listening for Jesus in Non-Dominant Voices 
·        June 6/6 - Embodying God’s Hospitality 
·        September 9/7 - Being surprised by Jesus 
·        October 10/5 - Experiencing Transformation through Civil Discourse 
·        November 11/7 - How has your relationship with Jesus grown? 
·        December 12/7 - Recap & Celebrate 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82760253562?pwd=bE5QdFBQWVJ3RGk3VXBNQnZlZ3BxZz09 
  
Meeting ID: 827 6025 3562 
Passcode: 661675 

 

  

  



  

2023 Convention Location! 
 

The annual Diocesan Convention will be held on October 20-22, 2023 in Wenatchee, WA. 
Please save-the-dates on your calendar, and as we head into annual meeting time, take into 
consideration that our convention will be held in the Northwest region for those who are making 
arrangements for their delegates. 
 
More information will be coming out towards summer about registration cost and how to register, 
as well as how to make hotel reservations. Expected room rates will be around $134 for single 
occupancy and $144 for double occcupancy. 
 
It has been 20 years since we last convened in the Northwest Region for Diocesan Convention. 
We are so excited to be with you all among the trees and beauty of that region. 

 

  

  
  

 

CANONS CORNER 
 



  

Happy New Year!  
  
I hope each of you had a merry and blessed Christmas!  
  
It is exciting to be looking toward all that 2023 has to offer and to 
make plans to strengthen and deepen our relationships with Jesus 
together. I am particularly excited about the ways we might do this 
at camp this summer. Staff applications have already started to 
come in, resource teams are forming, and now, registration for our 
2023 summer camp season is open! We will spend time this 
summer exploring our Diocesan theme for this year, learning what it 
means to be branches on the vine that is God and growing our roots 

in Jesus.  
  
As I look out at wintery white landscape, I feel a thrill at thinking about the warm sun, the cool 
lake water, open windows, hikes, outdoor worship, campfires, pontoon rides, and so much 
more this summer! I hope that you are equally eager to spend time at Camp Cross, too! After 
all, this year we are celebrating 100 years of faith formation at MacDonald Point on Lake 
Coeur d’Alene. Camp Cross has touched many lives over these 100 years, offered 
transformation, community, respite. It continues to impact many through its ministry. 
  
Be on the lookout for ways to connect to Camp Cross this summer, to continue to support the 
work we do, to hear and tell stories of the ways it has changed lives over the decades! You 
can find the schedule of our sessions here and information about how to register here. 
  

 

 



Sara Gunter (she/her) 
Canon for Youth & Families 

 

  

 



Opportunities to Increase Your Congregation’s Health, 
Faithfulness and Effectiveness in 2023 

 
I firmly believe that every congregation has the potential 
for development – for becoming more healthy, faithful and 
effective – and I am here to encourage each congregation 
to pursue that potential. Consider this an open invitation to 
every congregation in the diocese – if you want support for 
engaging in congregational development, I want find a way 
to provide that support. There are several ways this might 
happen, including both indirect and direct support as 
described below. If any of these sound like something you 
are ready and eager to try, let me know. Even if you do not 
need direct support from me or from the CDST, I want to 
know what you try and how it goes for you. You will find 
me at carolinem@spokanediocese.org. Let 2023 be a 
year of intentional development for you and your 
congregation and throughout the diocese!  
 
Here are a few examples ways to do this. If you come up 
with another approach, let me know. 

 Read the copy of “Vital Christian Community” 
sent to your congregation and clergy by the 
Bishop. If one of the congregational stories 
resonates with what you are experiencing in 
your congregation, try using the tools 
described to take action. If you need support 
for this, reach out to me or to your assigned 
member of the Congregational Development 
Support Team to learn more about how to use 
congregational development models in your 
particular setting. 

 Review the designs for vestry or bishop’s 
committee retreats in the appendices of “Vital 
Christian Community.” Make use of one of 
them at a retreat in the coming year. If you 
want an external facilitator, see if someone 
from a nearby congregation would be willing 
to trade retreat leadership and facilitation. If 
you want help preparing to use one of the 
designs, or if you are not able to identify a 
facilitator, please reach out to me or your 
assigned CDST member so that we can 
provide assistance. 

 If you are interested in exploring specific 
opportunities for congregational development 

 



and want support and coaching for taking this 
on in 2023, please contact me. I will be 
working with individual congregations who are 
ready and interested in identifying and 
pursuing intentional changes to increase 
health, faithfulness and effectiveness. These 
projects require a congregational team of at 
least 2-3 people, including clergy if the 
congregation has clergy leadership.  

 If there is a specific issue that you know you 
need to address in your congregation in order 
to move toward health, please contact me so 
we can determine whether a congregational 
consulting team would be a good option to 
work with you. These teams are funded by 
the diocese for defined projects of significant 
scope. 

 
Regardless of which of these, or other approaches, you 
take, don’t forget to let me know what you try, and what 
you notice and learn as a result. I want to hear your story 
and to share it with other congregations. Email me at 
carolinem@spokanediocese.org.  

Carolin McCall (she/her) 
Canon for Congregational Development 

 

  

  

 



COMMUNITY OF HOPE LAY PASTORAL CARE TRAINING 
Accepting Registrations now! 
 
Community of Hope is a lay pastoral care training program 
grounded in Benedictine spiritual practices. We have had seven 
successful training groups in our diocese over the past three 
years, and it has been a gift to the participants as well as their 
congregations! A new training is open for registrations now, and 
will begin in January 2023. 
 

 Training is 10 sessions long, and will plan to meet 
every other week 

 Training will be offered over Zoom, so no location 
limitation 

 Will be taught by an experienced Community of 
Hope trainer who is also a priest in our diocese 

 Training, along with all materials, is being fully 
funded 

 
This training will be offered fully over Zoom and is therefore 
open to any person in our diocese! Furthermore, this training is 
being funded by a diocesan grant and is therefore FREE to all 
participants! For more information or to get registered, please 
reach out to andreaf@spokanediocese.org. 
 
“I have been looking for a program like this my entire life. The 
opportunity to learn how to care for people in moments of great 
need has transformed my life. I am grateful to be able to serve 
while being supported and prepared to offer pastoral care.” 
- a diocesan Community of Hope trainee from 2021 
 

Andrea Farley (she/her) 
Canon for Discipleship 

 

 

  

  



ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE 
 

  

Here you will find monthly ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign 
throughout the entire year. Looking for the full year guide, find it here: Stewardship 
Annual Giving Guide. 

 

  

 

 

In February... 

it’s all about identifying the why of annual giving, and how to 
clearly communicate and work toward that missional call. Consider 
the following: 

 What is the missional call that you are working to 
fund? 

 How will you work to fund that mission throughout 
the year? 

 How will you communicate with your congregation 
and team, at every conversation around giving, that 
you are funding your discerned mission? 

Consider whether your congregation has a discerned mission, and 
whether that mission is clear enough to build time frames around, 
to articular expectations for, and even to be a measure by which 
big decisions can be made about what gets funded. 

  

 

  

  
  

 

THE BISHOP'S VISITATION CALENDAR 
FOR 2023 

 

  

Our Bishop is on sabbatical until February 2023, but please look forward to her visitations over 
the course of the next year. 

 

02/05 - Spokane, Cathedral  05/21 - Roslyn 



02/12 - Spokane, St David’s & West Central  06/04 - Spokane, Cathedral 

02/19 - Coeur d’Alene  09/24 - Prosser 

02/26 - Lewiston  10/01 - Omak/Republic & Winthrop 

03/05 - Grangeville  10/08 - Cheney 

03/19 - Dayton  10/15 - Moscow 

03/26 - Yakima, St. Timothy's  10/29 - Yakima, St Michaels & Sunnyside 

04/02 - Oroville  11/05 - Spokane, St. Andrew’s 

04/09 - Spokane, Cathedral (Easter)  11/12 - Kennewick 

04/23 - Pomeroy  11/19 - Cashmere 

04/30 - Moses Lake  12/03 - Spokane Valley 

05/07 - Walla Walla  12/10 - Spokane, St. Stephen’s 

05/14 - Ephrata 
 

 

 

  

  

     

  
  

 


