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Can't Find Reverse 



There is a parody song from 1987 that 
has as part of the lyrics "Star Trekkin' 
across the universe, boldly going 
forward, 'cause we can't find reverse." I 
was humming that song for some odd 
reason the other day, and pondering that 
line in relationship to our time over this 
past year in the pandemic. The reality in 
our life is that time moves only in one 
direction. We are not able to go in 
reverse, go back in time and change 
today. What we can do is learn from the 
past and present so that we can boldly go 
forward. The past year and a half have 
been unlike anything we have 
experienced in our lifetime. Many want 
to go "back to the way it used to be." We 
know that this is simply not possible, and 
in fact, I would hope that we don't truly 
want to return to the past. Instead we are 
invited to learn from this time and take 
what is good with us into the future 
unfolding before us.  
 
For instance, many of our congregations 
have learned how to offer worship online 
and have discovered that people can join 
in worship from their homes in town and 
from around the country, and many who 
were previously unable to attend in 
person worship have been able to be 
present. How can we continue to include 
those who are part of community when 
we offer in person worship? I hope that 
all congregations are considering the call 
to boldly go forward into offering both in 
person and virtual worship. 
 
We have learned that there are deeper 
divisions in this country that many were 
unaware of, how shall we follow the call 

Diocesan meetings, which used to be 
primarily in person, have been effectively 
conducted on zoom, allowing our members 
to remain home, eliminating driving time and 
the cost of travel. While we will want to have 
some in person meetings, as we boldly go 
forward we will certainly retain many of our 
meetings staying on zoom. Some of the work 
of our congregations and diocese has had to 
be modified or cancelled during the past 18 
months. Asking the question "was that work 
missed" invites us to consider whether or not 
to pick it back up. At the same time, other 
aspects of our life together started, such as 
clergy and lay leadership zooms, which have 
proved to be a very important to the life of 
the diocese, and will continue as we boldly go 
forward. 
 
The world and the church is changing all 
around us. It is common to want to "go 
back to the way things used to be" and yet 
that is simply not possible. It is possible, 
however, to follow Jesus, boldly going 
forward, because we have confidence in 
the one we follow. We are learning new 
ways to be together, we are confronted 
with challenges that we did not even 
imagine not that long ago, and we are 
woven as one in our journey forward. The 
question is not if we go forward, but how. 
There is no reverse, there is only forward. 
So let us claim the faith of Jesus and 
boldly go forward into the future before 
us. 
 
+Gretchen 



of Jesus to love our neighbor, to love our 
enemy, to be peacemakers? As we boldly 
go forward our study and service in our 
communities need to be focused on 
healing the divisions among us, which 
includes honestly facing our own 
complicity in those divisions. 

  

From the Bishop's office: 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCING A CANON FOR CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
The mission of our diocese is to form, nurture and develop disciples of Jesus Christ 
in strong communities of faith for the transformation of ourselves, our communities 
and the world. That means we focus on discipleship: faith formation and faith in 
action, and developing faithful, healthy and effective communities of faith. 
 
On the diocesan level we view all our work through that lens. When Canon Susan 
Cleveley moved into her role as Canon to the Ordinary, we lost the diocesan staff 
person who had as their full time focus and energy the work of developing faithful, 
healthy and effective communities of faith - the work of congregational development. 
 
As a diocese we are committed to helping congregations: helping struggling 
congregations move into stable health, helping growing congregations continue to 
develop, helping congregations develop more robust stewardship, helping 
congregations learn how to reach new members, and reach out effectively in love to 
their community. 
 
As a diocese we are committed to starting new communities of faith. In order to do 
this work it has become apparent that we need a staff person who is fully dedicated to 
the work of congregational development.  
 
I am delighted to announce the call of Caroline McCall as the new Canon for 
Congregational Development.  
 

--------------------------- 



 
A Message from Caroline 

 
 

I am filled with joyful anticipation at the prospect of joining the 
Diocese of Spokane as Canon for Congregational Development. 
I have been a coach, consultant, trainer, and teacher in the 
Episcopal Church since 2007; in each of these roles, I focused on 
the development of vital congregations and their leaders (both 
lay and ordained). My introduction to the Diocese of Spokane 
was in March of 2014, when I had the opportunity to attend the 
Congregational Developer Intensive Training Program. In 2015 I 
begin training for the College for Congregational Development 
and have had the pleasure of being part of training teams in 
multiple dioceses, including Spokane in 2019. From 2016 to 
2020, I was a member of the faculty and the director of field 
education at Church Divinity School of the Pacific. Although I 

loved being a teacher and advisor for seminarians (including some from this diocese!), I 
missed working directly with congregations and their leaders. Congregations and 
congregational life played an essential role in my faith and vocational journeys, and I am 
very excited to fully re-focus on the work of congregational development. 
 
Outside of work, I like to read, run, and garden. I look forward to joining a book group, 
participating in local races, and learning about the gardening climate here in Spokane. I 
enjoy hiking and camping and welcome your suggestions for favorite trails and campgrounds 
in the inland Northwest. I also love to cook and to share meals with friends - I cannot wait 
to be able to do that again! I have two young-adult children, Avery and Lucas, who currently 
live in Massachusetts and Minnesota, respectively. I will be joined in Spokane by my dog, 
Tazzy, who makes me laugh every day. 
 
I cannot wait to meet you and to be part of developing and celebrating strong communities 
of faith in the Diocese of Spokane! 
 
-Caroline McCall 
 
 

  

 
Diocesan online worship moving forward 
 



 

At this point, as all congregations are back worshipping on their own in some form or 
another, we will discontinue common worship offerings on our website. 
 
It has been a year of highlighting the virtual worship many of our congregations have 
been doing, and we hope that you took the time to pop into a service from a different 
church here and there along the way. 
 
Thank you to all of the churches that offered their services to be shared on our 
diocesan Facebook and webpage. 
 
We will, however, continue on with our Home Worship resources. Those can be 
found weekly on our Diocesan website, or you can sign-up to receive them in your 
email inbox as well. 
 
 

  

CANONS CORNER 

Register for the College for Congregational 
Development 
 
The College for Congregational Development in 
Spokane is accepting registrations. We will be 
meeting in-person this year and are so excited to 
be back together learning and sharing. 
 
Please consider bringing a team from your 
congregations to this year's college. Scholarships 
are available to diocesan members. 

 
Registration will be on our new CampDoc registration system this year, so please 
look for information on our webpage about how to register. 
 
The deadline to register is June 1, 2021. 
 
Find out more about the college and how to register here... 
 

 



- The Rev. Cn Susan Cleveley 
 

Discipleship - Following Jesus, and doing so 
Together 
 
It is a joy to follow Jesus with you, and we have 
been doing so in many ways these past couple 
months! Let's take some time to celebrate the 
ways we've been learning and growing together. 
 
Our diocesan Men's Formation Team formed 
three men's small groups to read through the 
book of Mark together, approaching Scripture 

with curiosity and wondering. 41 men registered for the small groups from across 
the entire diocese, and each group reported enthusiastic feedback. The response 
was so positive, in fact, the Men's Formation Team is looking to develop new 
groups soon to go through another book of the Bible!  
 
Quotes from participants in the Mark small groups: "I've never read an entire book 
of the Bible before - it was great!" "I deeply enjoyed discussing questions with 
fellow participants. The questions were engaging." 
 
Our Women's Formation Team developed a beautiful virtual women's retreat. 72 
women registered for the retreat, and 68 women came to at least a portion of the 
retreat. Even though it was virtual, the time together was rich and renewing, with 
women across our diocese connecting deeper with their own stories, with one 
another, and with God.  
 
Here are a few quotes from participants in the Women's Retreat: "I was surprised 
by how much I enjoyed the zoom setting for the retreat. My small group was 
engaging 
and thought-provoking." "The diocese is bursting with amazing and beautiful 
women!" "[The retreat] enabled me to take a look of where I am on my journey." "I 
felt filled up and connected with other women in ways I didn't realize I was 
craving." 
Our diocesan Creation Care Working Group has been meeting regularly and 
developing a purpose statement to guide their work. They are currently looking 
into ways of connecting with other environmental efforts taking place in the 
region, and ways of encouraging congregations to consider their own 

 



environmental impacts and what experiments in caring for Creation they might 
try.  
 
Our diocese also has another new intentional discipleship group, the Becoming 
Beloved Community Working Group. This team is working to consider how our 
diocese can engage racial justice in our diocese and congregations. Over the next 
three months, the Becoming Beloved Community Working Group will be inviting 
you to join three webinars through the Episcopal Church walking through different 
aspects of a Racial Audit they recently did. Following each webinar, our 
Becoming Beloved Community team will host conversations for our diocese to 
process what we've learned and what implications or work we might consider 
stepping into as a diocese. 
 
And finally, our diocese has been leaning into discipleship together by learning 
more about small groups! Our Spring Gathering Day was just a couple weeks ago, 
and we spent the entire time learning about small groups and considering how we 
might experiment in small groups in our congregations.  
 
Friends, this is just a small snapshot of a few ways we've been being disciples 
together recently. There is so much incredible work happening in an amongst us! 
God is truly at work in the Diocese of Spokane, and thank you for noticing and 
celebrating that! 
 
So grateful to be a disciple with you, 
Andrea 
 
P.S. Did any of these grab your attention and make you wish you could join the 
fun? Reach out to me if so! 
 
 
 



Camp Cross Registration is open! 
The Rev. Cn. Dr. John Palarine 
 
We are coming back and we are ready. 
Everything is in place for our campers to return 
this summer. So much great work was done on 
the facilities last summer by staff and contractors. 
Our beloved camp is waiting for you. 
 
We have our COVID protocols and polices to do 
everything we can to keep everyone well and 

safe. Our 2021 Staff is in place, our Resource Teams are ready to go with great 
program and all the other fun activities are being prepared. Most of all we can be 
together again, connect with old friends and meet new ones and share the love of 
God in this special place. So pick your session or sessions and come join us for 
this amazing summer of 2021. 
 
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN 
 
Note that due to COVID, we may need to limit space for some sessions. This will 
be done based on first come first serve by registration. We hope we can take 
everyone who signs up but register soon to assure your space. 
 
I want to say personally, how excited I am to have each of you back at Camp. I 
have watched lives being changed, love being shared and connections being made 
that last forever. This has been a difficult year for so many of us. I pray for God's 
healing power, for new hope and new possibilities. I can hardly wait to see you at 
camp this summer. 
 
Woven As One, 
John Palarine 

 

 

 

ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE 
This is a new segment that will appear in each month's News & Notes. Here you will 
find monthly ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign throughout the entire 
year. 
 
 

MAY TIP - Consider different ways of story-sharing.  



 Write an article about how last year's campaign went and give an introduction to 
this next campaign. What went well? What was funded? Why was their gift 
valuable to mission? 

 Begin thinking of people who might be willing to share their own stories of how 
contributing to your congregation's mission has impacted them. 

 Send out First Quarter thank you letters to all donors confirming pledge and 
amounts paid and still due. Be sure to remind folks that you all fund mission 
together, and what that looks like in your congregation. 

 

BISHOP'S MAY & JUNE SCHEDULE 
Find the diocesan calendar online here. 

 
Date Itinerary Item Location 
5/3-6 Clergy Conference Zoom 
5/16 Bishop's Visitation to Holy Trinity Grangeville 
5/23 Pentecost 

 

5/23 Bishop's Visitation to Nativity Lewiston 
5/26-28 Bishop's vacation 

 

6/5/21 Funeral service for the Rev. Andrea Bowman Grace Episcopal, 
Ellensburg, WA 

6/25-27 Women's Weekend Camp Cross 
 
*Please note there are regular Zoom meetings for lay leaders with the Bishop held the 
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 7:00pm as well as a Clergy Zoom held the 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays of the month at 11:00am and 7:00pm.* 

 

Episcopal Diocese of Spokane 
245 E 13th Ave 

Spokane, WA 99202 
 

 

See what's happening on our social sites 

  
  

 

 

 

 


