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From Disappointment To Surprise 
 

From the Bishop’s Pen 
May is supposed to feel like spring. I can understand that spring in March might include snow, rain, 
hail, cold, and sun all the same day, but by May, I expect sun and warm gentle rain only. No snow, no 
hail, and certainly not freezing temperatures. Of course, my expectations are not always met, and 
when expectations are not met, disappointment happens. If I expect snow to fall, and snow falls, I 
might not be all that happy that the weather forecaster was right, but I am not 
disappointed. Disappointment happens when I expect, hope, believe, that something else is going to 
happen—and then it doesn't.  
 
As we celebrated a glorious Easter last month, we heard several stories revealing how even the 
disciples had disappointments. I think perhaps the classic example is the story of the road to Emmaus, 
which was our gospel story on April 23. The couple say to Jesus “we had hoped…” They were clearly 
disappointed in what had happened— they had lost their hope. Of course, they had not yet 
experienced resurrection!  
 
In our congregations, we often experience times in which expectations are not met, and 
disappointments follow. The question for many of us is not if that will happen, but what will we do when 
it happens. I think the road to Emmaus story is helpful for us to consider. The biggest challenge the two 
disciples encountered were that their expectations were the wrong ones! They expected Jesus to 
redeem Israel in a completely different fashion than he had. Because he acted differently, even though 
what he did was in fact redeem Israel, they did not recognize his actions as meeting their hopes. What 
type of expectations and hopes do we have today that might be the wrong ones?  
 
One expectation I often hear is that parents and children today should act the same way they did when 
I was a kid in church. If you really want to know what parents want from their church with respect to 
their children, ask them directly. I know that parents, for the most part, what their children to be 
welcomed and present with them in worship rather than in the basement in some sort of old style 
Sunday school class. This is not at all to dismiss Sunday school! It simply goes to say that we cannot 
be disappointed in behavior based on unrealistic expectations of parents today.  
 
Another expectation that is unrealistic and ends up unmet is that “Christians don’t have conflicts.” The 
question again is not if we have disagreements, but how we will respond when we do. Our culture 
responds by cutting people off, separating ourselves, and denigrating all ideas that we disagree 
with. Followers of Jesus are called to a different way! We are called to seek understanding, repair 
relationships, strive for peace. This does not mean we pretend all is rosy, but we honestly state the 
disagreement and hurts, recognize our own role, and do the hard work of reconciliation.  
 
What are other expectations we have in our congregations today that might be the wrong 
ones? Another challenge of expectations are that they are usually unstated, and sometimes even 
unconscious. I invite you in your congregations this next month to name what you think are 
expectations that you have – of God, of the Church, the diocese, the bishop, the priest, the youth, the 
music program, etc… if we can name our expectations we can start the exploration of whether they are 
ones we can have today, or do we need to hear Jesus' voice calling us to see in new ways, and enter 
into new life. Blessings on this month, and may it be one of hopes fulfilled and expectations met.   
 
+Gretchen 



  

FROM THE BISHOP'S OFFICE 
 

Funeral Service For Rev. Ernie Campbell- May 13 
 

 

 

On Saturday, May 13, a funeral service for the 
late Rev. Ernie Campbell will be held at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Walla Walla at 1 
pm. We remember and celebrate the life of The 
Rev. Campbell, who died on March 27, 2023 
entering into resurrection life at 95 years of age. 
 
May angels surround him and saints welcome 
him in peace.  
 
+Gretchen 

 

  

 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The 2023 Church Growth and Development Grants are currently available. The Committee will 
award a total of $20,000 in grants this June for projects that promote your church’s growth and 
development by clearly defining how it cultivates growth in the life and mission of Jesus Christ. 
Parishes, missions, specialized missions, and other faith communities of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Spokane are eligible to make applications. 
 
The application deadline is May 5, 2023. 
 
More Info Here 

 

ORDINATIONS 
The ordination of Rachel Jackson to the Sacred Order of Deacons will take place at All Saints in 
Richland on Saturday, June 3 at 10 am. All are invited. 
 
+Gretchen  

 

Tending The Vine Monthly Zoom Series 
 



Tending the Vine is a monthly zoom series to grow, strengthen 
and plant our congregations. Following the 3 directives of our 
strategic plan, we will explore 12 topics in 2023. All are invited to 
attend this Zoom series, and they are free. Simply use the same 
link to log in each month. Share the link with others in your 
congregations. 

 

 

  

  

MAY: Listening for Jesus in Non-Dominant Voices 
 
As we continue to strengthen and grow meaningful relationships with Jesus in 
our congregations and throughout our diocese, we will spend time together at 
the Tending the Vine and Clergy zooms in May considering what voices might 
be missing in our churches. Who in our neighborhoods is not represented? 
How can we be more intentional about paying attention to who is not in our 
midst and how to eagerly invite them to participate in our communities? 

 

The Tending The Vine Series is free and open to all members of the diocese. 
 
UPCOMING ZOOMS: 

 June 6/1 - Embodying God’s Hospitality 
 September 9/7 - Being surprised by Jesus 
 October 10/5 - Experiencing Transformation through Civil Discourse 
 November 11/2 - How has your relationship with Jesus grown? 
 December 12/7 - Recap & Celebrate 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82760253562?pwd=bE5QdFBQWVJ3RGk3VXBNQnZlZ3BxZz09 
  
Meeting ID: 827 6025 3562 
Passcode: 661675 
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EPISCOPAL YOUTH EVENT 
The Episcopal Youth Event (EYE) is a gathering of 
youth from around the country. It happens every 3 
years and after having to cancel due to Covid, it is 
being offered again this summer! It is an exciting 
event where more than 1000 high schoolers will 
worship, sing and pray together, attend workshops, 
affinity groups, and small groups, and more at the 
University of Maryland in July.  
 
I am excited to introduce you to the delegation 
going from the Diocese of Spokane and I hope you 
will support them   through prayer and 

encouragement. If you or your congregation is able, please also consider supporting 
financially.Perhaps consider partnering with congregations in your region to send financial 
support. The total cost per participant this year is about $1250. The diocese is committed to 
contributing a third of the cost for each participant, congregations represented by the participants 
are also asked to contribute one third, and families are asked to cover the remaining third. Any 
money we raise will help relieve the financial burden on the individual families and help make it 
easier for each person to come to EYE! 
  
You can send checks to the Diocesan Offices, with EYE 2023 in the memo line, or you can 
donate online here. The address for the Diocesan Offices is: 
      
      245 E 13th Ave. 
          Spokane, WA 99202 . 
 
-Sara Gunther 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

  



CAMP CROSS CELEBRATES 100 YEARS! 
 
The summer camp season is right around the corner! Visit 
our website for information about each session! 
 
This is also our 100th year of ministry at Camp Cross, on 
MacDonald Point, and we hope you’ll celebrate with us! 
We’re having a special celebration weekend June 30-July 2 
where we’ll share pictures, tell stories, and get to experience 
this special, transformative place together! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer At Camp Cross 
 

There are many ways to stay connected and to support camp this summer. One vital way is to 
volunteer. Volunteers help us to offer the best programming, food, and health care to our 
community. They provide invaluable support and energy. 
  
To that end, we are hoping to get as many people involved as possible and as makes sense for 
this special summer as we celebrate 100 years of Camp Cross, remembering the past and 
looking toward the future. 
  
In particular, we would like to put together congregational teams to serve in the kitchen. We 
have kitchen leads for each session who will help facilitate the planning and preparation of each 
meal. If you have a group of 3-4 who would like to spend a week at camp this summer on 
beautiful Lake Coeur d’Alene, providing delicious food to our camp community, please reach out 
to me with your preferred dates: 

 

June 23-25: LIT 
 
July 2-7: Intermediate Camp 
 
July 9-14: Arts Camp 
 
July 23-28: Mid High Camp 
 
July 30-August 5:Senior High Camp 

 

 

 

 



We are also looking for nurses, nursing students, and/or EMTs to come spend a week at camp 
offering care to our camp community – camp nurses see to the health of our community 
responding to things from homesick campers to scraped knees to headaches to all sorts of 
maladies that may occur. They also distribute medications at the times noted in campers’ 
registration forms. 
  
Generally, if you have an interest or specific skill that you think would be useful at camp and 
you’d like to spend a week in this holy place, please let me know. There is lots to do to care for 
our facilities, to offer programming to our campers, and to support the life of camp. 
  
We’d love to have you out at camp with us this summer! 

 

 

 
The College For Congregational Development 
CCD is a comprehensive training program for clergy and laity in congregational and organization 
development. The College is a 2-year program that includes readings, homework, presentation, 
working in teams, the completion of a content exam and the completion of two back-home 
projects. Because the College seeks to improve the way that leaders function in congregations, 
congregations are strongly encouraged to send clergy-lay teams to the College. Currently, 
the College is offered in an intensive 7-day summer format. Registration ends June 1 
See more info Here! 

 

ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE 
 

  



Here you will find monthly ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign 
throughout the entire year. Looking for the full year guide, find it here: Stewardship 
Annual Giving Guide. 

 

  

 

 

In May... 

consider different ways of story-sharing. 
 Write an article about how last year’s campaign 

went and give an introduction to this next campaign. 
What went well? What was funded? Why was their 
gift valuable to mission? 

 Begin thinking of people who might be willing to 
share their own stories of how contributing to your 
congregation’s mission has impacted them. 

 Send out First Quarter thank you letters to all donors 
confirming pledge and amounts paid and still due. 
Be sure to remind folks that you all fund mission 
together, and what that looks like in your 
congregation. 

  

 

  

  

THE BISHOP'S CALENDAR 
 

  

MAY/JUNE 

05/02- 05 - Bishop away on conference 
05/07 - Walla Walla 
05/14 - Ephrata 
05/21 - Roslyn 
06/04 - Spokane, Cathedral 

 

  

  
 

  
  

 

 


