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Loving Our Neighbor 



As I write this I am sitting at my desk in 
the bishop's cabin at Camp Cross, 
enjoying the breeze coming through the 
window and looking out at the water. I 
love coming to Camp Cross, it is a 
beautiful place where lives are touched by 
God and changed forever. It is also on the 
land of the Coeur d'Alene tribe's ancestral 
home. Even that is an incorrect statement, 
since of course the name Coeur d"Alene 
was given to the native people by others, 
it is not their own name. As I sit here, 
looking out at the water and giving thanks 
that our diocese has such a beautiful place 
for encountering God and changing lives, 
I think about the lives changed prior to our 
time, lives changed by reservations, 
residential boarding schools, the 
deliberate attempt to "kill the Indian, save 
the man." We have been reading about 
unmarked graves of children found in 
Canada at residential boarding schools for 
the First Nations peoples, schools run by 
Christians, and yet schools with abuse and 
death. It is only a matter of time, perhaps 
even before this newsletter is printed, 
before we will find evidence of graves in 
US schools. It might be easy to say all the 
abuse and trauma was done by others, and 
yet the Episcopal Church ran at least 18 
residential schools in the US. It might be 
easy to say that these schools were 
operated out of good intentions, and yet if 
the intentions were honorable the law in 
1892 that allowed for the forced removal 
of children from their parents to these 
schools would not have been written. It 
might be easy to say that all of this 
happened in the distant past and yet it was 
only in 1978 that parents were granted the 
right to refuse to send their children to 

Why does any of this matter? At its most basic 
level, we are called to love our neighbor, and 
we cannot love those we do not know. We 
cannot love those we ignore, forget, deny. We 
cannot love anyone if we insist on defining who 
they are, instead of respecting their dignity and 
accepting their stories and definitions and 
names. We cannot love anyone if we deny their 
history and their current reality.  
 
We are doing some good work in the 
diocese. We have had Doctrine of 
Discovery training taught by Rev. David 
Hacker and members of local tribes, and he 
is happy to come to your area and do that 
training with you. We have a number of 
groups doing "Sacred Ground" study, we 
have a Beloved Community working group, 
and all of this is a good start. It is only a 
start, we cannot allow ourselves to 
congratulate ourselves on this good start 
and then stop the work.  
 
Every region of our diocese has 
reservations, every congregation is on the 
ancestral land of indigenous peoples who 
are still here, still living among us, still 
impacted by the displacement and removal 
of their land. It is past time for us to 
acknowledge that reality. It is the very least 
we can do. We are called to love our 
neighbors, and we cannot love them if we 
do not even know they are our neighbors. 
Who are the native peoples near you?  
 
I am asking that every congregation have an 
acknowledgment of the indigenous peoples 
of your area. One possible statement is 
below. There are models of other 
statements easily found. As followers of 
Jesus we must be willing to face the truth of 



these schools. I have learned of at least six 
native residential schools that that existed 
in the area of our diocese, there might be 
more, and who knows what we might 
learn about the tragedies that happened in 
those locations. 
 
By 1978 I had spent many a happy 
summer at Camp Cross blissfully ignorant 
of all of that. I knew that there was a tribe 
somewhere close, but, in general, did not 
even think about them. My Washington 
history class taught about the native tribes 
on the coast as if they were only past 
history. I learned about the Whitman 
"massacre" and how great Marcus 
Whitman was, and some about Chief 
Joseph, but there was no real mention of 
the reality that all around this area 
indigenous peoples lived today. I vividly 
remember saying to a professor in college 
at Sewanee (in Tennessee) that I had never 
seen such blatant racism as I saw in the 
South, and his response was "there are no 
reservations in the West?" It was my first 
wake up call to the reality that had not 
been spoken, not been taught, not been 
addressed.  

our past so that we might find healing in our 
future. As I sit, looking at the waters of 
Lake Coeur d'Alene, I must acknowledge 
that it is only because land was removed 
from the native peoples that I can enjoy this 
view today.  
 

A land acknowledgment: 
 
We remember and honor the indigenous 
people of this land, in particular the _____ 
nations(s) who were the original stewards 
of this land. And they are our neighbors 
today, living, loving, and working in this 
region still. We give thanks for them and 
commit to living as good neighbors with 
them. May we always remember that the 
Earth does not belong to us, it belongs to 
God, and we are all relatives in this life, 
called to be stewards together of God's 
creation. Help us learn from past mistakes, 
and be instruments of justice and peace for 
all nations and tribes and people in the 
world.   
 
+Gretchen 

 Read the Statement on Indigenous 
boarding schools by Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry and 
President of the House of Deputies 
Gay Clark Jennings 

 Learn more about the tribal lands, 
treaties and languages in your area, 
use the Native Land Map here. 



From the Bishop's office: 

 
 

 

 
 
Confirmations at Convention 
 
This year we will offer diocesan wide confirmations as part of our Sunday 
worship at the Cathedral during Diocesan Convention on Sunday, October 
15.  Since the covid shut down in March of 2020 has greatly impacted the 
opportunity for confirmations anyone in the diocese is would like to be part of 
this convention worship with confirmations is invited to do so.  Please speak 
with your local priest about it.  Each congregation will need to let the Bishop 
know if anyone from their congregation will be presented for confirmation at 
convention.  
 
 

From the Bishop's office: 

 
 

 
 
Convention Registration is open! 
 
2021 Annual Diocesan Convention registration is now open. Yes, we are in-
person! 
 
Please encourage delegates, and any visitors from your congregation to 
register early to receive an Early-Bird discount of $25 by September 15th. 
 
Accommodations may be made with the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Spokane 
City Center. Find links below: 
 
Woven in the Way of Love - Annual Convention 2021 
Dates: October 15-17, 2021 



 

Location: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Spokane City Center, with Sundays 
Eucharist at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, Spokane. 
Registration Cost: $225 ($200 after early bird discount) includes meals 
Room Rate: $129/night for single/double occupancy, $139 for triple/quad 
occupancy. Reserve a room here. 
 
How to register: 
Register here through CampDoc, a new application a 3 part process: 
1. Sign-up/login to CampDoc 
2. Register for Diocesan Convention (pay) 
3. Complete Forms (dietary and congregational info) 
 (CampDoc registration tutorial video tutorial goes over all the basics and 
questions like partial payments and check payments) 
 
Visit the Convention website for more 
details: https://www.spokanediocese.org/annual-convention.html 
Questions? Email me, malloryd@spokanediocese.org 
Clergy  
If you are canonically and physically resident and active clergy, or licensed or 
Lutheran Clergy assigned to a congregation, you are required to attend 
convention. Should you need to be excused from participating in convention, 
please email me with your formal request for the Bishop to excuse you, and 
the reason. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Memorial for The Very Rev. Bill Ellis 
 
 
A public memorial will be held for the Very Rev. Bill Ellis 
at Trinity Episcopal in Bend, Oregon on Saturday, October 
30, 2021. Details on the memorial time will be 
forthcoming. 
 
 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
469 NW Wall St, Bend, OR 97703 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
Bishop's 2021-2022 Visitations 
 
The Bishop's visitation for the rest of 2021 up to June 2022 has been announced. If 
these dates do not work for your congregation, please reach out to the Bishop's 
Assistant Mallory Davis, malloryd@spokanediocese.org. These can all be found on 
the diocesan website under the "News & events" menu tab, on the "Calendar and 
Events" page. 
 
2021 
09/12 - St. Luke's, Wenatchee  
09/19 - St Timothy's, Yakima 
09/26 - St. James, Pullman  
10/10 - St. Mark's, Moscow 
10/24 - Walla Walla  
10/31 - St. James, Cashmere and Methow Episcopal, Winthrop 
11/07 - All Saints, Richland 
11/14 - Cathedral, Spokane 
12/05 - St Andrew's, Spokane and  Creator's Table 
12/12 - Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, Spokane Valley 
Christmas  - Cathedral, Spokane 
 
2022 
01/09 - St Stephen's, Spokane 
01/16 - St Michael's/ Holy Trinity, Sunnyside  
01/30 - Cathedral, Spokane 
02/06 - St David's, Spokane 
02/13 - St. Martin's, Moses Lake 
02/20 - St. Luke's, CDA  
02/27 - open for visitation rescheduling 
03/06 - St. Paul's, Kennewick 
03/27 - St. John the Baptist, Ephrata 
04/03 - St. Anne's, Omak and Church of the Redeemer, Republic  
04/10 - Palm Sunday, St. Matthew's, Prosser  
04/17 - Easter, St. Paul's, Walla Walla 
05/08 - St. Paul's, Cheney 
06/05 - Cathedral, Spokane 



 
 

 

 
 
Updated Guidance on Masks 
 
July 27th the CDC recommended that people who are fully vaccinated wear masks 
when indoors, with people who are not vaccinated, and in counties that are in the 
substantial and high transmission rates.  This is not as clear as I would have 
preferred.  Some of our counties are in those categories, some are not.  And of 
course, transmission rates can change.   
  
The best thing for everyone is if our communities have a high vaccination 
rate.  Please encourage all your members to get vaccinated.  It is true that children 
under 12 are not yet able to be vaccinated, so we must be careful to continue to 
protect the vulnerable. 
  
If you currently are asking your members to wear a mask inside, please continue to 
do so. If you are not asking your members who are vaccinated to wear a mask, please 
look to at the transmission rate in your area, consider your particular congregation, 
and be in conversation about whether or not you wish to return to masks. Please offer 
masks even if you are not requiring them.  
  
Meanwhile, let us continue to urge our people to be vaccinated and do all we can to 
live out of a generosity of love for neighbor.  
 
+Gretchen 

 
 

 
 
Prayers for Those Affected by Wildfires 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
  
I bid your prayers for all affected by wildfires. Pray for those within every region of 
our diocese who are experiencing the ravages of those flames and the deadly smoke. 
Pray for firefighters and emergency workers. Pray for the animals, both domesticated 
and wild. Pray for the vulnerable and those who are facing crisis alone. Pray as the 
Body of Christ united . 



 

  
O God, Our times are in your hand. 
In the midst of uncertainty lead us 
by your never-failing grace as we seek 
to be agents of healing and hope. 
Walk with us through difficult times; 
watch over us in danger, and give to us a spirit 
of love and compassion for those who suffer and mourn. 
And finally, remind us that you have promised 
never to leave us so that even in the valley of the shadow of death 
your love may be felt, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 
 
Camp Cross Men's Weekend - August 20-22, 2021 
 
 
Enjoy the beauty of Lake Coeur d'Alene and the peaceful treed hillside, while being 
woven as one with other men who are seeking to follow Jesus's way of love. Signup 
at www.campcross.org  for a weekend of fellowship, relaxation, and delving into our 



 

baptismal vows. Explore with us how we might adapt the hymn about Jesus found in 
Philippians 2:6-11. Arrive Friday afternoon and depart after lunch on Sunday. The 
cost is on a sliding scale. The leadership team includes Ken Mewhinney, Steve 
Goheen, and Rick Matters. 
  

CANONS CORNER 

 
Being the hands and feet of Jesus 
 
In a conversation this week, a friend hit me with 
this question: My friends have been dutifully 
reading all the anti-racism books out there, but 
haven't really changed their life behaviors. How 
would you recommend people convert their 
learnings to action? 
 
How do we convert our learnings to action? Talk 
about an incredible question! This is such a 

crucial question that plays out in numerous spheres of life and it is a core question 
when it comes to discipleship, to following Jesus.  
 
When Jesus' first disciples were trekking in his footsteps, Jesus often asked them 
things like, "Do you still not understand?" We can see glimpses of the disciples 
grappling with understanding the teachings of Jesus and implementing them, and 
so much of those actions-from-learnings aren't seen until after Jesus ascended to 
the Father. Reading Scripture, we can see this progression as the disciples wrestle 
with who Jesus invites into community, what those "outsiders" need to give up or 
do to be welcomed, and how societal norms and political forces play into the life 
of the Church, etc. 
 
All to say, we are hardly the first people to grapple with this discipleship question. 
We experience the rich and life-altering love of Christ, and how does that translate 
into actions, into being the hands and feet of Jesus in our world? Here are the 
initial things that came to my mind with this question. 

 We do it together. The Church offers us a dual reality of the challenge and 
the gift of doing this discipleship work together.  

 



 We engage this work in the deepest ways possible. For me, this means 
allowing learnings to penetrate to my gut and lead to prayer about actions. 
For others, they may need to fully engage their heart or their mind. 

 We try things. We stand up, reach out, try small ways of living out God's 
love in our communities. 

What would you add to this list? What are ways you've engaged this work of 
translating learnings into actions? And who might you sit down with this week to 
ask this meaningful question and have a conversation about it with? 
 
Grateful to be a disciple, following Jesus, with each of you, 
Andrea 

 

 

ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE 
This is a new segment that will appear in each month's News & Notes. Here you will 
find monthly ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign throughout the entire 
year. 
 
 

AUGUST TIP - In August, continue building toward your fall campaign plans.  

 Consider direct mail warm-up letters and other communications for the 
upcoming campaign. 

 Begin recruiting phone-a-thon members. 
 Continue campaign kick-off plans. 

 

BISHOP'S AUGUST-SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE 
Find the diocesan calendar online here. 

 
Date Itinerary Item Location 
8/1-8/7 College for Congregational Development 

 

8/8 Bishop's visit to St. Mary's Bonners Ferry 
8/22 Bishop's visit to Resurrection Roslyn 
9/12 Bishop's visit to St. Luke's Wenatchee 
9/17-18 Diocesan Council Spokane 
9/19 Bishop's visit to St. Timothy's Yakima 
9/25 Regional Gathering Day 

 



9/26 Bishop's visit to St. James Pullman 
 

 

Episcopal Diocese of Spokane 
245 E 13th Ave 

Spokane, WA 99202 
 

 

See what's happening on our social sites 

    

 

 

 

 


