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Drawing Close to the God who Loves 
Us 

 

We are on a sacred journey this year and 
this journey has two directions, inward and 
outward. In a pilgrimage we are invited to 
look inside ourselves, to go deeper in our 

This coming year we are continuing to offer 
on both congregational and diocesan 
levels many opportunities for all of us to 
grow in our life in Christ. This month we 



walk with Christ, to grow in our knowledge 
and love of the Lord, and we are asked to 
be attentive to outside ourselves, to look 
closely at our surroundings and see the 
presence of God in the people we meet 
and places we go. Perhaps one reason 
why a labyrinth is a classic symbol of a 
sacred journey is this constant moving in 
and moving out as you travel closer and 
closer to the center. Our center is God, our 
journey takes us to God no matter the 
direction we are going, and at the same 
time, the direction we focus on can shape 
our activities.  
 
This month, as we begin a new year, 
perhaps it is a good time to think about the 
inward direction, the work of growing in our 
personal life with Christ. As with any friend, 
our relationship with Jesus needs our time 
and attention or it may become taken for 
granted, then ignored, and then simply a 
memory. God never leaves us, but we can 
easily lose sight of God if we do not take 
time to be with Jesus. It has also been true 
in my own life that what worked well for my 
spiritual devotions in my 20’s has not been 
as effective in my 50’s. As I have grown 
and changed in many ways, I have needed 
to learn new ways to read scripture, to 
pray, to continue to grow in my walk with 
Jesus. None of us remains exactly the 
same as we go through life, we have 
experiences that shape us and change us 
and challenge us. Our inward pilgrimage 
helps us ask if we are still using ways of 
growing in our faith that worked as 
children, or young adults, but that no 
longer feed us. If our faith life has not 
changed when everything around us has, 
perhaps we need to consider what we are 
invited into now. 

 

see zoom prayer groups and book study 
groups starting, allowing people from all 
locations of the diocese to join in study and 
prayer together. We will be starting new 
Sacred Ground circles this year. We have 
asked all congregations to participate in 
scripture study, in whatever ways work 
best for the congregation, around the topic 
of the hospitality of God. As we are on a 
journey with God we need to learn about 
giving and receiving God’s hospitality! 
Youth and adults have many options for 
retreat times, such as Wintercross and 
Women’s retreat, as well as the many 
options at Camp Cross! And in our 
congregations there are opportunities for 
small group study, prayer groups, and of 
course, the regular and ongoing worship 
offered weekly. All of these are good ways 
of engaging in the inward direction of our 
sacred journey.  
 
If we are going to grow “faith muscles” we 
need to exercise them. This inward 
direction of our sacred journey is not 
simply about exercising; however, it is 
about drawing close to the God who loves 
us, who walks with us, who never leaves 
us, who wants to be close to us. This is the 
sacred journey, our walk with God. In your 
daily pilgrimage (6 minutes a day, 6 days a 
week) this month take time to simply be 
with God, and take the time to reflect on 
how you will engage in the work of the 
inward pilgrimage, the delight of drawing 
ever closer to God. 
 
+Gretchen 

 

 

 

  

 

OUR DIOCESAN PRIORITIES, STRATEGIC 
TARGETS AND GOALS FOR 2022 

 



As mentioned in last month’s news and notes, the diocesan council worked hard 
last year engaged in the process of strategic planning, asking what are the 
priorities for our diocese, and what do we need to do exceptionally well in order 
to achieve those priorities, and the core values we discerned were shared. The 
full strategic plan was shared with clergy and our members in December by 
zoom, and we realize that not everyone was able to be at those meetings. It is 
always important that everyone know what are diocesan priorities are, and 
what we have as our priorities as we move forward on our sacred journey.  
 
As diocesan council engaged the work in collaboration with Holy Cow Consulting 
and through many conversation and survey of all clergy and lay leadership, 
three key priorities were identified: 
 

 Take a leadership role in new church development in promising 
areas of the Diocese 

 Equip pastors and other leaders in congregations with strategies 
that enable them to reach new members 

 Take a leadership role in working with congregations that are 
struggling 

  
If this is going to be our priorities, what must we do exceptionally well in order 
to achieve these? If we are going to plant, grow, and strengthen our 
congregations what must we focus on, who are we trying to reach, and how 
does the reality of our communities impact this work, all of these were part of 
our conversations and study. From this we came up with three strategic targets: 
 

 Committed, growing, meaningful relationship in Jesus Christ 
 Connection and hospitality 
 Creating a culture of listening, learning and developing 

  
Strategic targets are those things we are committed to working on for the next 
three years. From these we identified goals and steps to reach those goals this 
coming year. With out specific goals and steps, targets remain simply things to 
throw darts towards. From our strategic targets we have the following goals for 
2022: 
 

 We will create opportunities across the diocese – every 
congregation, group and ministry- to connect our story to the 
Gospel and share the difference Jesus makes in our lives, so that 
we grow in our relationship with Christ and one another.  

 We will explore in Scripture and in our lives where the hospitality 
of God is encountered and shown. 



 We will increase the practice of deep listening across the diocesan 
leadership bodies 

  
As we go forward in the year you will all hear more about how to engage in 
these goals, all for the purpose of strengthening, growing, and planting 
congregations.  

 

  

 

2022 Diocesan Calendar Dates 
 

JANUARY 
09 – Bishop visits St. 
Stephen’s, Spokane 
16 – Bishop visits St. 
Michael’s, Yakima/Holy 
Trinity, Sunnyside 
15 – Council (zoom) 
19 - Standing Committee 
meeting 
30 – Bishop visits Cathedral, 
Spokane 

 

FEBRUARY 
06 – Bishop visits St. David’s, 
Spokane 
07-10 – Clergy Retreat 
11-12 – COM 
13 – Bishop visits St. Martin’s, 
Moses Lake 
16 - Standing Committee 
meeting 
20 – Bishop visits St. Luke’s, 
CDA 
25-27 – Winter Cross 

 

MARCH 
06 – Bishop visits: St. Paul’s, 
Kennewick 
16 - Standing Committee 
meeting 
25-27 - Women’s Retreat, 
Immaculate Heart Retreat 
Center 
27 – Bishop visits St. John the 
Baptist, Ephrata 
30-31 – RDT, Immaculate 
Heart Retreat Center 

 

APRIL 
01-02 - COM 
03 – Bishop visits St. Anne’s, 
Omak and Redeemer, 
Republic 
10 – Bishop visits St. 
Matthew’s, Prosser 
17 – Bishop visits St. Paul’s, 
Walla Walla 
20 - Standing Committee 
meeting 
28 – May 1 - PB’s visit 

 

MAY 
08 – Bishop visits St. Paul’s, 
Cheney 
18 - Standing Committee 
meeting 
20-22 – Labor of Love 
27-29 - Youth Labor of Love 

 

JUNE 
05 – Bishop visits Cathedral, 
Spokane 
15 - Standing Committee 
meeting 
17-19 – Leader’s in Training 
20-23 – Creation Care Work 
Session 
24-26 – Women’s Weekend 

 

JULY 
1-5 – Days at the Lake 
4-16 – General Convention 
7-9 – Mini Camp 
10-15 – Intermediate Camp 
17-22 – Creative Arts Camp 
20 - Standing Committee 
meeting 
22-Aug 8 – Lambeth 
24-29 – Mid High Camp 

 

AUGUST 
Jul 31-Aug 6 – College for 
Congregational Development 
Jul 31 – Aug 8 – Sr High 
Camp 
17 - Standing Committee 
meeting 
19-21 – Men’s Weekend 

 

SEPTEMBER 
2-5 – Labor Day Family Camp 
09-10 – COM, Immaculate 
Heart Retreat 
11 - Bishop visits St. Luke's, 
Wenatchee 
16-17 – Diocesan Council 
21 - Standing Committee 
meeting 
24 – Fall Regional Gathering 
Day 
25 - Bishop visits Nativity, 
Lewiston 

 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER 
01 – Bishop starts sabbatical 

DECEMBER 
 



09 - Bishop visits St. 
Andrew's, Chelan and 
Methow Episcopal, Winthrop 
21-23 - Diocesan Convention 
28-29 – Diocesan Council, All 
Leadership Retreat 

 

09-10 - COM 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

EPISCOPAL 101 
Lay (clergy invited) zooms 

Ever since the start of the pandemic we 
have had lay leadership zooms on Thursday 
evenings at 7 pm. A great benefit of this 
covid time has been the realization that 
these zooms are wonderful ways to teach, 
share resources, provide cross-
congregational sharing, and build up of the 
lay leadership in our diocese. As we move 
forward, we want to expand what is being 
offered and make sure that everyone gets 
invited to these gatherings. So we have 
started an Episcopal 101 zoom series! We 
love being with a diverse group of laity from 
around the diocese and hope that this 
group can grow and become a way to 
support and develop our congregations and 
individual discipleship. If you regularly 

Topics for January & 
February, are as follows: 
First and third Thursdays, 
from 7pm to 8 - 8:30pm 

January 6. "The Feast of the 
Epiphany!" Celebrate Epiphany 
with a Godly Play story, we will 
gather to celebrate the Feast of the 
Epiphany with story and prayer and 
song.  
  
January 20. "Budgets as Ministry 
Plans." Come learn how to think 
about your congregation's budget 
as your ministry plan. How can this 
reframing of your budget lead to 
clarity for issues of money, 
increased satisfaction and 
understanding of the budget among 
your members, and a better sense 
of giving? As we head into annual 
meeting time, being able to present 
your budget as your ministry plan 
will assist your work.  
  
February 3: Church History 
overview: how has our history 
shaped who we are today? Did 
Henry VIII really start the Anglican 
Church? Why is our history  
  
February 17, Vestry/BC 101. What 
are the most important things you 
need to know as you serve on the 



come, invite others, if you have never 
thought of attending, check it out!  
  
Each session will contain a short teaching, 
time of small group sharing, large group 
reflection, and any diocesan and 
congregational updates needed at the 
time. Want to join the lay leaders mailing 
list? Contact Mallory Davis. 

 

Vestry or Bishops Committee? What 
is your main job, how can your work 
be a place for spiritual growth? How 
can your work in governance be 
shaped by your mission? This will be 
an important meeting for any and 
all who are serving on your vestry 
and bishops’ committee, 
experienced and new alike.  

JOIN THE MEETING  
 

 

  

 

CANONS CORNER 
 

What we Learned about Congregational 
Development in the Diocese of Spokane 
Results of our December Survey 
 
Many thanks to each person who responded to 
the survey sent out from the Regional 
Development Team (RDT) to both lay and 
clergy leaders across the diocese. Sixty-six 
people completed the survey, providing us with 
important and helpful information as we plan for 
the next steps in congregational development 
for our diocese. We welcome the chance to 
deepen our understanding of the data through 

individual conversations. 
 
The specific results of the survey are shown in graphs in the full survey including the 
one below, along with the conclusions the RDT has drawn from the data. 

 

 



 

This survey is one source of information for our exploration of how best to support 
and build capacity for congregational development in our diocese. We are sharing 
the results with you both to let you know what we heard and to invite you to help us 
gain a more accurate interpretation of the results. If you are interested in talking with 
me about your specific experiences with congregational development, please be in 
touch at carolinem@spokanediocese.org . 
 
For the full survey results, .: 
https://www.spokanediocese.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3209183 
 
Caroline 

 

Greetings all, 
 
This is the third year we’re offering texts based 
in our diocesan theme for use in your 
congregation. In 2022, +Gretchen is asking that 
each congregation engage these texts in some 
way, as a way of considering the hospitality of 
God and how that hospitality is embodied in our 
congregations and daily lives.  
 
There are many ways to engage these texts, 
and we encourage creativity! You may want to 
consider either how these could be used in 

contexts you already have in place or in contexts you’d like to develop. These are 
some ways that some of our congregations will be using these texts: 
 

 

 



- As formation time to begin vestry / Bishop’s committee gatherings 
- In a small group setting with spending time studying the Scripture and discussing it 
together 
- As a bulletin insert with the passage, some questions based on it, and a graphic for 
children to color 
- As coffee hour conversation 
- As a formation series 
- As a quiet day retreat content 
- In the context of Lectio Divina (Lectio instructions are included as an attachment) 
 
You may also want to consider pairing up with another congregation to do 
something together around these texts. If you would like to talk through more ideas 
or options, please contact our office or reach out to your Regional Developer.  
 
So grateful to experience God’s hospitality with and through each of you, 
 
Andrea 
 

On a Sacred Journey | Embodying the Hospitality of God 
2022 Scripture Passages 

Genesis 18:1-15 | Abraham, Sarah, and the angels 
1 Kings 17:1-16 | Elijah and the widow 
Psalm 23 | God as shepherd who provides 
Isaiah 25:6-9 | God makes a feast and wipes away every tear 
Luke 1:26-38 | The Annunciation 
Mark 6:30-44 | Feeding of the 5000 
Luke 10:1-9 | Jesus sends out the disciples in pairs 
Mark 14:3-9 | Woman anointing Jesus feet 
Matthew 19:13-15 | Jesus welcoming the children 
John 21:1-14 | Jesus makes his disciples breakfast 
Acts 10 | Peter and Cornelius 
James 2:1-9 | Warning against partiality 

 

Camp Cross registration is open 
Our Camp Cross registration is open for the 
2022 Season! 
 
Greetings and Happy New Year! We are thrilled 
to let you know that camp registration and staff 
applications are open for our 2022 camp season 
at Camp Cross! For session dates and details 
please visit the Camp Cross website here. 
 
To register for camp sessions or to apply to be 
on our 2022 staff team please follow this link 
to register. If you created a profile through our 

CampDoc software last year, simply use your login and password again this year 
and begin registering for the sessions you’d like! If you’re new to this system, sign-
up to create a profile and then begin registering for the appropriate sessions. 

 

 



  
With a successful 2021 camp season behind us we are confident that we will be 
able to safely offer in-person camp again this year. Our Camp Cross Core Team and 
I, along with the bishop and others, will continue to pay attention to Covid, follow 
local and CDC guidelines, and put together appropriate protocols to keep all people 
safe at camp. 
  
It is our hope and intention to be able to welcome families back to camp on closing 
days for Eucharist, Barbecue, and our session slideshows again this year. We’re 
also planning on making our van transportation available to those who need 
assistance getting to camp. Please be sure to pay attention at the end of the 
registration process to indicate your need and interest for both of these offerings. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact me at sarag@spokanediocese.org or at 
509-624-3191 ext. 5 
 
Cn. Sara Gunter 

 

 

 

ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE 
 

This is a new segment that will appear in each month's News & Notes. Here you will 
find monthly ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign throughout the 
entire year. Looking for the full year guide, find it here: Stewardship Annual Giving 
Guide. 

 

In January, lean into gratitude. Consider the following: 
 What might a meaningful gift acknowledgement be? 
 Send out thank you letters for year-end gifts 
 Consider your thank you letters, phone calls, and notes to be both the 

final event of last year’s annual giving campaign and the beginning of 
the new year’s. 

 
Here is an excellent blog article on Overcoming Eight of the Most Common 
Obstacles to Fully Funding Ministry in 2022. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

BISHOP'S JANUARY-FEBRUARY SCHEDULE 

Find the full diocesan calendar online here 
 

Date Event Location 



01/06 
(7pm) 

Episcopal 101 -The Feast of Epiphany Zoom 

01/09 Bishop's visit to St. Stephen's Spokane 

01/11-14 Province VIII House of Bishop's 
Meeting 

Los Angeles 

01/15 Diocesan Council Zoom 

01/16 Bishop's visit to St. Micheal's and Holy 
Trinity 

Yakima and Sunnyside 

01/18 
(11am & 

7pm) 

Clergy Zoom Zoom 

01/19-23 House of Bishop's Theology 
Committee 

Indiannapolis 

01/20 
(7pm) 

Episcopal 101- Budgets as Ministry 
Plans 

Zoom 

01/30 Bishop's visit to St. John's Cathedral Spokane 

02/01 
(11am & 

7pm) 

Clergy Zoom Zoom 

02/03 
(7pm) 

Episcopal 101: Church History 
Overview 

Lay leader Zoom 

02/06 Bishop's visit to St. David's Spokane 

02/07-10 Clergy Retreat Immaculate Heart Retreat Center, 
Spokane 

02/13 Bishop's visit to St. Martin's Moses Lake 

02/15 
(11am & 

7pm) 

Clergy Zoom Zoom 

02/17 
(7pm) 

Episcopal 101: Vestry and BC 101 Lay leader Zoom 

02/20 Bishop's visit to St. Luke's Coeur d'Alene 
 

 

 
 

 

      

 


