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Woven as One

This past month we experienced
diocesan convention over zoom. We had
workshops and business and did all of
the work over the internet from the
comfort of our own homes. We
experienced the positives and the
negatives of engaging convention in this
way. Some of those positives include a
shorter time frame, no travel, less cost,
being able to invite everyone to
participate in the workshops. Some of
the negatives include the lack of
fellowship time and opportunities for
spontaneous conversations. We missed
being together.
Missing being together is something that
we have all experienced this year. We
have congregations meeting in person
and congregations who are not yet. We
have folks who have rarely seen family
and friends other than on the computer.
We are missing being together. In the
question about where our congregations
have found joy this year, how Jesus has
fed us this year, overwhelmingly the
answers centered on community, being
together in fellowship and worship.
From the beginning God called us into
communities. Jesus sent us out in
mission in partnerships. God never asks
us to be alone. As a diocese we are
always stronger and healthier when we
stay connected to each other. Usually at
the end of our diocesan convention I
announce the diocesan theme for the
coming year. This
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year I wanted to hear the wisdom of
convention, I wanted to let the Holy Spirit
direct our theme. What the diocesan staff
heard clearly was the call to be Woven as
One, the call to be tightly knit together into
community and fellowship. This is what
brings us joy, this is what feeds us, and this is
what gives us energy.

Woven as One has been the theme for our
capital campaign, and this year we are
claiming it as our diocesan theme as well.
It captures well that we are one. We are
not simply a gathering of separate
individuals or congregations that come
together and leave, we are actually woven
together so that we cannot be separated.
We are one body, with one Lord, one faith,
one baptism. We are one. Woven together,
together in the Spirit.
Woven as One. What would it look like if
we all truly believe we are one? How
might our ministry be shaped and changed
when we truly understand ourselves to be
one? May this coming year be a year of
learning more and more that we are truly
Woven as One.
+Gretchen

ELECTION DAY PRAYER VIGIL - TOMORROW, NOVEMBER 3RD

As followers of Jesus our highest allegiance and our truest citizenship is never to a
country on earth. Our allegiance and citizenship is in Christ first and foremost. Yet
we also live in this world, and in this country, and we are called to be good citizens.
We are called to invite our country to live into the ideals set forth in our declarations
of independence, our constitution, our history. As citizens of this country we have
responsibilities toward it, and rights that come from it. Many of us are concerned by
the rhetoric of division that has been increasing in the past number of years. Many of
us are troubled by the shift toward seeing people of different political parties as the
enemy, and not simply well meaning people with different ideas and opinions. What
is a follower of Jesus to do? First we pray. Only after prayer can we act.
On Election Day we are inviting the diocese into prayer. We will have three specific
prayer vigil times, and all are invited to stop at those times and be in prayer, prayer
for our country, for our diocese, for our communities. We need to be in prayer. We
will have prayer together at 3 specific times by Zoom, 8-9am, 12-1pm, and 7-8pm.
Use the easy sign-up to receive the zoom link for our Election Day Prayers, and then
zoom in at 8a, 12p or 7pm.
Please join us in prayer. And please join in helping heal this divided and hurting
nation. Let us remember that our first call is to follow Jesus, and when we answer
that call, our lives are marked by love for all.

ONLINE WORSHIP FOR NOVEMBER
As congregations are continuing their own worship, and more begin online or inperson services, we would still like to offer online worship to the diocese. For the
month of November we will offer St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Walla Walla's live
stream worship at 9:15am.

Nov. 1st - 9:15am - St. Paul's, Walla Walla Morning Prayer
Nov. 8th - 9:15am - St. Paul's, Walla Walla Morning Prayer

Nov. 15th - 9:15am - St. Paul's, Walla Walla Morning Prayer
Nov. 22nd - 9:15am - St. Paul's, Walla Walla Morning Prayer
Nov. 29th - 9:15am - St. Paul's, Walla Walla Morning Prayer
You can find the worship on St. Paul's Facebook Page, the diocesan Facebook page,
St. Paul's Vimeo page or the diocesan website. Find information on how to access
this online worship on our online worship page.

DIOCESAN OFFICE CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING WEEK
Diocesan staff will be unavailable the week of Thanksgiving.
As a general reminder, our offices will be closed in an abundance of caution, until
phase 4 of the Washington State Governor's phased reopening plan. We will be
working from home and will be checking our email frequently. If you leave a
message at the diocesan office, please know we will be checking our voicemail
weekly.

CANONS CORNER

Evangelism as a Lens
Cn. Andrea Farley

God makes new life happen, because that's
just who God is and what God does! God
makes new life spring up, at all times, in all
places.
Last month I had the opportunity to take a
course with Patricia Lyons from VTS on
Evangelism during Covid. The class was
wonderful, and has been impacting my life
and work since.
One of the most impactful ideas from the class is this: much more than an event,
what if we approached evangelism as a worldview? What if we allowed
evangelism to be this lens through which we peered, continually on the lookout for
where God is making new life spring up?
What might it look like to watch for where God is breathing new life into the
person checking out your groceries, or the person in the zoom box next to yours?
What might it look like to watch for where God is breathing new life in the
community gatherings that are creatively occurring these days, or in the
community systems in your city?
And how might the expectation that God will continue to make beautiful new life
happen affect you?
This is what God does, because this is who God is. God is our Creator, the one
who is forever gestating and birthing new life. How would it change the way we
think about evangelism, then, if we approached it first and foremost as watching
for where the new life is springing up and then joining in that work?
I do expect that God will make new things. And I will be watching for that work in
this week and onward in an intentional way. Care to join in?

Youth Series
Rev. Cn. Dr. John Palarine

The Youth Leadership Team (YLT) has
been doing great work even in the midst of
COVID-19. It is even more important now
than ever not only to support our youth but
to help them stay connected.
Our team of young people have come up
with a great idea to share and connect by
zoom. Please find the flyer for the series
they call "Footsteps of Faith" to be held at
4:30 the first Saturday of each month starting in November. Please send it out to
people in your congregation. This will be led by our young people for youth
currently in grades 6-12. Adults are also invited to come and to invite young
people from their congregations, community or friends. The leaders will share
their stories, offer discussion in breakout rooms (small groups) and come back
together for discussion, insights and support. There is no registration required. If
you are interested in you or your young people taking part, contact me by email
and I will send you the link.
The YLT is here to support youth and our congregations. We have two great
young people as coordinators, Lenore Hartwig and Cassie Gortner and a fabulous
team of 14 youth and 12 adults. IF there is any way we can support your youth or
your congregation, please let us know.

BISHOP'S NOV & DEC
SCHEDULE
Find the diocesan calendar online here.
Date

Itinerary Item

11/6-7

All Leadership Zoom, includes newly elected Online
and return committee members for
Commission on Ministry, Diocesan Council,
RDT and Standing Committee
Diocesan Council
Online

11/13-14

Location

11/16-23
11/23-27
12/5
12/21-1/1

Bishop on retreat
Diocesan Offices Closed
Ordination of the Rev. David Walker
Diocesan Offices Closed for Christmas

Cathedral of St. John

*Please note there are regular Zoom meetings for lay leaders with the Bishop held the
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 7:00pm as well as a Clergy Zoom held the 1st and
3rd Tuesdays of the month at 11:00am and 7:00pm.*
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