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A Challenge to Love
In our sacred journey with Jesus we will encounter people who challenge our call to love. I
wish that was not the case, and perhaps it is better if I only speak for myself, so let me say

that in my experience, as I journey through life I encounter people I find challenging, I might
even say, people I don’t really like. They can be challenging for a variety of reasons: behavior
I don’t enjoy, attitudes that are hard to accept, world views that are completely different,
political viewpoints I disagree with. People can be a challenge to love! Of course, I am sure
there are folks who say the same about me 😀. An encounter with someone who you find
challenging can often lead to conflict. In today’s world, where it seems that offense is taken
quickly and sides are drawn sharply, how might our walk with Jesus help us navigate these
difficulties and continue to love God and our neighbor? Jesus himself gives us pointers.
Acknowledge our own faults before criticizing our neighbor’s. Remember when Jesus was
confronted with the women caught in adultery and he said let those without sin cast the first
stone? Or, when he said that we were to remove the log in our own eye before noticing the
speck in another’s eye? When we see ourselves as blameless, and everyone else as causing
all the problems, we are blind to the reality of how we are contributing to the challenges. If we
are upset about the political divisions what are we doing to both contribute to, and to bridge
the divide? How might others perceive my own actions?
Refuse to contribute to violence. Remember how James and John wanted to rain down fire on
a town that had rejected them and Jesus forbid it, or how Peter took up a sword and Jesus
rebuked him. Jesus told us to love our enemies, not to fight them. Violence is not simply in
action, but in words. We are to guard our language so that we do not engage in violence in
our speech. It is all too easy to use language that belittles, demeans, even demonizes the
other, that simply adds to the divisions and violence. As a friend of mine says, before you
speak (or post on Facebook) ask yourself “is it kind, is it necessary, it is true?”
Sometimes you have to walk away. Remember how Jesus simply walked away when the
people tried to throw him off the cliff? Or, how he left town when people came to take him by
force? I remember a time when I tried to argue withe a “hell fire and damnation” street
preacher. Afterwards, a wiser friend commented that the preacher was delighted. I realized
that the wise action would have been to walk away. Some encounters are not ones we need
to engage with.
Love them anyway. Jesus loved the rich young man who walked away when offered a chance
to follow him. He loved Peter, who denied him, and the disciples who abandoned him. He
loves you, he loves me. We can love because God first loves us. When we can truly love the
person who we find challenging, it changes the whole encounter.
This is an election year, which means we will have many opportunities to consider how we
can engage with those who we find challenging in ways that are true to our walk with Jesus. If
we don’t want our communities to be ones of deep conflict, we need to live in ways that do not
contribute to that conflict. Let each one of us remember that we are not without fault, refuse to
contribute to the division and violence, walk away when necessary, and at all times, love. It is
not always easy, but it is the way of Jesus, the way of this sacred journey.
+Gretchen

FROM THE BISHOP'S OFFICE
GATHERING DAY
CELEBRATION & STORYTELLING
We are excited to be returning to in person
Gathering Day this fall, as always the last Saturday
of September, the 24th. We will celebrate our return
with great food, worship, conversation and
reflection on our ministry, and a time of learning and
fellowship. Everyone is invited to be at our
gathering day, you do not need to be a member of
the Vestry or Bishop’s Committee!
Consistent with our diocesan strategic planning
goals for this year, the focus of our gathering day
will be centered on hospitality, story sharing, and
deepening our own walk with Christ. Please join us
in person for our fall Gathering Day.
Gathering day fellowship time at 9:30 with meeting
to begin at 9:50, ending at 3:30. Lunch provided.
Gathering Day Host Congregations:
NW at St. Luke’s, Wenatchee
SE at Church of the Nativity, Lewiston
NE at St. Stephen’s, Spokane
SW at All Saints, Richland

THE BE CAMPAIGN
This past summer at both General Convention
and the Lambeth Conference we faced
contentious issues that had the possibility of
rupturing relationships. Those present engaged
instead in the spiritual practices of reconciliation
and mutual respect across differences.
Relationship were maintained and ministry
continues even with disagreements about a
variety of issues. We were able to demonstrate
that disagreement does not equal division.
As we start the fall all of us are aware that this is
an election year. I am inviting our congregations
to participate this fall in a national effort calling
on Christians to engage the public arena in the
Spirit of Micah 6:8. This comes out of the efforts
of Pastor Adam Hamilton of the UMC Church of
the Resurrection, and a number of dioceses of
the Episcopal Church partnering with those
efforts. It is The Be Campaign. There is an
alternative lectionary for the month of October,
along with other resources for use. The
emphasis of this is to have our congregations
engage in concrete worship, study, and action
as we can to be just, be kind, and be humble
when dealing with the great challenges we face.
Rather than try to recreate the materials, I invite
you to see the Diocese of Washington website,
and use the materials found there.
I realize that this is late notice, but it comes out
of work this past month. I hope this offering
might be of use to our congregations in this time
of increasing divisions in our nation.

58th ANNUAL DIOCESAN
CONVENTION
October 21-23, 2022 at The Cathedral of St. John the
Evangelist in Spokane, WA.
Registration for our 58th Annual Diocesan convention
is open to all clergy, delegates and guests. You can
find details on prices, accommodations and coming
deadlines on our diocesan convention webpage here,
Diocesan Convention Website

Pre-convention Zoom Sessions for Delegates and
Clergy
This year we will be offering some pre-convention zooms to clergy and delegates to do some of
the business of convention before we even step foot at the Cathedral. These zooms will help us
to utilize our time together in-person to the greatest effect.
Zoom links will be sent out by email the week before and day of the zoom to each clergy person
and delegate. Please save the dates below:
 October 11, 2022 - New delegate orientation and overview of convention

processes (pre-convention ZOOM)
 October 13, 2022 - Nominations, Election Process and Resolutions (pre-

convention ZOOM)
 October 18, 2022 - The assessment, diocesan budget, and diocesan strategic

plan (pre-convention ZOOM)

REGISTER FOR
CONVENTION

SUBMIT A
NOMINATION

SUBMIT A
RESOLUTION

REGISTER BY OCT. 10th
(Early bird discount Sept 1)

Print deadline - Sept 21,
2022, all nominations due Oct
22, 2022

Due by Sept. 21, 2022

EPISCOPAL 101
Our Thursday Episcopal 101 zooms return this month! We gather by zoom on the 1 st and 3d
Thursday of the month at 7 pm. All are invited to join us for a time of formation and learning,
fellowship and sharing. Topics for this fall are:
September 15 – Hospitality. How can our congregations embody God’s hospitality, how can we
come to understand hospitality as being way beyond coffee hour? Canon Andrea Farley will
facilitate.
October 6 – Civic engagement and congregational life. In a time of political divisions, how
can the church be a faithful witness in the public sphere? The Rev. David Gortner will be our
facilitator.
October 20 – no zoom due to diocesan convention
November 3 – Diocesan life. We will have a diocesan convention recap and introduction to the
diocesan theme for the year. Canon Susan Cleveley will facilitate.
November 17 – Lay volunteer development. It is a frequent lament that there are a few
number of people doing all the work. how can our congregations discern, develop and recruit for
ministry and leadership in the congregation. Canon Caroline McCall will facilitate.
December 1 – Evangelism if we want our congregations to grow we have to get over our
reluctance to engage in evangelism! How can we engage in authentic evangelism consistent

with our theology as Episcopalians? Come join us and learn how to help grow your
congregation. The Rev. David Gortner will be our facilitator.
December 15 – A service of Lessons and Carols
The link for all of these zooms is below, please share it with others!

JOIN THE MEETING

CANONS CORNER

The Diocese of Spokane is rich in resources for congregational
development. Central to our diocesan mission is our commitment
to strong communities of faith, and we invest time, energy,
creativity, and financial resources to meet this commitment. Over
the past several months, I have been working with several other
people in the diocese to create a new set of resources for our
congregations – a tool kit of sorts. Some of these resources
contain information that has been covered in past Gathering
Days, at the College for Congregational Development, or on Lay
Zooms. Some of the tools may be familiar from vestry or bishop’s
committee retreats. All of them are concise written documents
providing practical information and frameworks that have proven
useful for congregations who are seeking ways to further their
health, faithfulness and effectiveness. All of them are available to
you. For now, the best way to get them is through members of the
Congregational Development Support Team or through me.
Eventually we will be making these available on the diocesan
website.
At this point you may be asking, “what is in this toolkit and when
or why would I want to use the tools?” See the table below for the
answer to those questions. If you have a specific need that is not
covered by these tools, please reach out and let me know. We
have more tools under development and will continue to build this
set of resources, which is only as good as it is useful.
Initial Resources in our Congregational Development Took-kit
Force Field Analysis
What is it? - A tool for identifying ways to make a desired change.
When is it useful? - When you are ready to change, but don’t know
how to get started
Likes, Concerns, Wishes
What is it? – A simple and structured tool for assessment
When is it useful? – When you want a simple but meaningful way
to evaluate just about anything
Mutual Expectations
What is it? – A tool for establishing, maintaining, and
reestablishing effective relationships
When is it useful? – At the beginning of a call or any other
relationship and when situations and expectations change
Mutual Ministry
What is it? – A packet of materials covering the why, how, and
what of Mutual Ministry Cycles, Reviews and Agreements.
When is it useful? – Annually in all congregations to discern
direction and priorities, set mutual goals, and assess progress
SMART Goals
What is it? – A framework for creating goals
When is it useful? – When you need to set clear and attainable
goals
SOAR Analysis
What is it? – A framework to support strategic planning
When is it useful? – When you are ready to engage a group of
people in strategic planning
Three Whys

What is it? – A way to help people find the words to speak about
their faith
When is it useful? – When you want to build energy and capacity
for Evangelism

Caroline McCall (she/her)
Canon for Congregational Development

One of our primary tasks as followers of Jesus is to proclaim the
good news of God’s love and justice and liberation. We notice and
names the way God’s love is being revealed in our world.
The flip-side of this work is also important, and one we may not
consider as readily. It is also our work to notice and name what is
not good news. How do we speak up to say what is not of God,
what is not of love and justice and liberation?
On September 16 and 17, a Christian nationalism group is coming
to Post Falls, ID, to offer their view that they are the only legitimate
expression of faith. The ReAwaken America Tour is organized by
the same people involved in the January 6th insurrection. They
use the name of Jesus to gain power, to incite hatred, and to
condone political violence, seeking to fuse Christianity with
nationalism.
This is a clear example of a time we need to stand up and proclaim
that this is not the good news of Jesus. Jesus calls us to
demonstrate love and respect for all people. We stand against
those who would use Jesus to exclude and dominate others.
We do this in our words and in our actions, and I invite you to join
in our response against this tour and its message. Here are some
options:
 Sign a petition against the message of the tour,

and invite others to sign as well.
 Host a vigil in your home or congregation. A
downloadable vigil liturgy will be on our website
soon.
 Learn more about Christian / white nationalism.
Our diocesan Beloved Community Working
Group actively works towards racial justice
matters, and is a wonderful team to join or to access
resources through. All Saints Richland also recently
made a fabulous podcast episode on the topic of
Christian nationalism, which I highly commend as a
way of learning more.
For the most current information on our response to this event and
to Christian nationalism, I invite you to reach out to me or to the
Rev. Rick Matters, whose contact information can be found at the
Beloved Community Working Group page.
Thank you for engaging this vital work of noticing and naming the
good news of God’s love and justice and liberation, and also
noticing and naming what is not God’s good news.

Grateful to follow Jesus with you,
Andrea Farley (she/her)
Canon for Discipleship

ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE
Here you will find monthly ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign
throughout the entire year. Looking for the full year guide, find it here: Stewardship
Annual Giving Guide.

In September...
continue building toward your fall campaign plans.
 Draft language for communications: collects, bulletin





announcements, and Sunday service
announcements.
Mail out campaign brochure and pledge cards.
Coach your Phone-a-Thon team.
Officially kick off your stewardship campaign.
Send thank yous to your donors.

THE BISHOP'S CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER/
OCTOBER
Date Event

Location

08/31- Out of the office
09/02
09/06

Clergy Zoom at 11am and 7pm

09/09-11 Visitation to St. Luke's

Wenatchee, WA

09/15 Episcopal 101 Zoom at 7pm
09/16-17 Diocesan Council
09/19-22 Possible House of Bishops
09/24 Gathering Day

Regional (see above)

09/25 Visitation to St. James

Pullman, WA

10/09 Visitation to St. Andrew's & Methow Episcopal

Chelan & Winthrop, WA

10/11 New delegate orientation and overview of convention
processes 7pm

(pre-convention ZOOM)

10/13 Nominations, Election Process and Resolutions 7pm

(pre-convention ZOOM)

10/16 Visitation to Grace Church

Ellensburg, WA

10/18 The assessment, diocesan budget, and diocesan
strategic plan 7pm

(pre-convention ZOOM)

10/21-23 Diocesan Convention

Spokane, WA

10/28-29 All Leadership Meeting

Immaculate Heart Retreat
Center

10/30 Visitation to All Saints'

Richland, WA
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