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September 



September has traditionally been one start 
of a new year - the new school year, the 
new church program year. It is a time of 
fresh hopefulness and excitement. If you 
are anything like me, this September feels 
less hopeful and more tired. The challenge 
of Covid remains, and in fact seems to be 
getting worse. This after the hope that 
came from vaccines starting last spring. 
June saw great hope and planning, and we 
had a fabulous summer at Camp Cross, 
and yet now it seems that all the metrics 
are going in the wrong direction. It is in 
times as these that I am reminded we are 
not the first to go through times like these. 
 
One of the reasons I love to read Scripture 
is that every single experience I could ever 
have is there. Oh perhaps not the literal 
experience, but certainly the emotions that 
come about. Read the stories of the people 
of our Scripture and we read of times of 
joy and times of grief, times of 
hopefulness and tragedy, times of peace 
and war. We read of people who are 
patient in suffering and those who rail 
against God in their suffering. We can see 
every feeling, every human interaction, 
every type of situation can be found in the 
stories of our ancestors in faith. So what 
can we learn from the stories in Scripture 
that can help us today? 

First of all, it is perfectly ok to be tired and to 
complain to God about what is going on! We 
see multiple examples of the people being 
tired, overwhelmed, in grief, and taking all of 
those emotions to God, even being angry with 
God for what is happening. It is also 
appropriate for us to take those emotions to 
God instead of taking them out on others. Far 
better to express our frustration and anger in 
prayer than against others. We also see that it 
gets better, even if it might take a while. The 
exile was not quick, the wandering in the 
wilderness took years, and yet the people 
always come through stronger in the end. 
What allows them to come through stronger? 
Their dependence on God and faithfulness in 
community. 
 
So what are we called to do in these days? 
As always, followers of Jesus are called to 
walk the way of love, love of God and love 
of neighbor. We are called to live our life 
knowing that we are dependent on God for 
all things, and responsible to God as 
stewards of the gifts we have been given. 
We are members of a community of mutual 
dependence, what I do impacts others. And 
in the end, this is God's world and love will 
always win. So even if this September 
might feel less exciting than in past years, 
even if we are tired, we can also be people 
of faith, people of hope, people of love. In 
the midst of sorrow we make our song 
alleluia. In the midst of death we proclaim 
resurrection. And that is always good news. 
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Fall Gathering Day will be online at 9:00 AM Saturday September 
25th! 

Please join us for Fall Gathering Day - Everyone is invited, especially 
those in leadership positions, and convention delegates are required 
to attend. 
 
 
We will be on Zoom at the following link, which will be open beginning at 8:45 AM: 
 
Join the meeting here 
  
We will start with worship at 9:00 AM and will end at 12:00 noon. As on past 
Gathering Days, we will engage with one another in learning, fellowship, 
inspiration, and conversation about the work of the church. We will use the 
Sources of Transformation model from the College for Congregational 
Development to explore and share how God is active in our lives and our 
congregations. We will also provide information in preparation for our upcoming 
Diocesan Convention. 
  
As we have learned over the past 18 months, although virtual gatherings may not 
be what we long for, they can provide meaningful opportunities for worship, 
connection, learning, and creative wondering. I hope you will join us on 
September 25th whether you have attended many times over the past decade or 
are new to Gathering Days.  
  
If you have any questions about Gathering Day, please contact your Regional 
Canon: 
                                     
NE Region: Rev. Cn. Bill Osborne revbillo@gmail.com  
SE Region: Rev. Cn. Linda Young revlindayoung@gmail.com 
SW Region: Rev. Cn. Jane Schmoetzer rector@allsaintsrichland.org 
NW Region: Rev. Cn. Susan Cleveley (interim) SusanC@spokanediocese.org 

  

Woven in the Way of Love - Annual Convention Moving Online 



Dates: October 15-17, 2021 
Location: Zoom 
Registration Cost: $0 
 
How to register: Comings Soon 
 
(those who registered for convention prior to the virtual move will be 
automatically registered and will not need to do so again) 
 
Visit the Convention website for more 
details: https://www.spokanediocese.org/annual-convention.html 
Questions? Email me, malloryd@spokanediocese.org 
Clergy 
If you are canonically and physically resident and active clergy, or licensed or 
Lutheran Clergy assigned to a congregation, you are required to attend 
convention. Should you need to be excused from participating in convention, 
please email me with your formal request for the Bishop to excuse you, and the 
reason. 

  

Goodbye to our staff member Melody 

Melody Green, our administrative assistant in 
charge of registration and our data base, has 
been going to school to get her teaching degree in 
math education. She has recently finished her 
degree and will be student teaching this fall.  As 
she starts her teaching career we bid her a fond 
farewell.   
If you have questions about donations and 
registrations, or were working with Melody on 
something, you may direct those to Mallory Davis 
in the interim. 

 

  

Memorial for The Very Rev. Bill Ellis 



The memorial for Bill Ellis is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 30, at 1 pm. 
  
The Rev. Martin Elfert will preside at the liturgy. 
Rev. Marianne Wells Borg will be preaching. 
  
At this time, the service is still set for "in-person." 
A livestream of the service on Trinity Episcopal 
Church's YouTube channel will be available 
 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
469 NW Wall St, Bend, OR 97703 

 

 

 

 
CANON'S CORNER 

 

 

 

Common Diocesan Formation Series 

It is a joy to announce our Common Diocesan 
Formation series for this upcoming Fall 2021! We 
will be engaging a series by Brian McLaren, 
"Seeking Aliveness" together. This series is a 4-
part video and discussion series (along with an 
optional 2 videos) that can be further expanded 
into a larger curriculum by using the videos in 
tandem with Brian McLaren's book, We Make the 
Road by Walking. 
  
 

Find the Seeking Aliveness Videos and Discussion Guide here. 
  
Why this curriculum? 
This series fits nicely with our plans to lean into discipleship as a diocese during 
this upcoming year. With this focus on discipleship, then, this series from Brian 

 



McLaren fits well with helping us consider what discipleship is and looks like in 
our everyday context. 
  
What does "Common Diocesan Formation Series" mean? 
Each fall, our diocese chooses a single formation offering to engage together. 
This series could be used on Sunday mornings, in a small group setting, as a 
conversation backdrop for coffee hour, etc. There is no mandate on exactly 
when or how to use it, but there is an expectation that you'll use it in some 
capacity at some point during the Fall of 2021. This series is offered free of 
charge for all congregations. 
  
How do I use this series? 
You will be able to stream these videos directly from the folder above on any 
smart TV or computer, or else stream videos over a virtual setting such as 
Zoom. You can also download the videos if you prefer - reach out to me to get 
set up with the necessary permissions to do so. They come with a great 
discussion guide that you can use for conversations following the four video 
segments.  
  
I pray that this series will be a gift and blessing to your congregation, and that it 
sparks generative conversation about how we follow Jesus together. 
 
Andrea 

Greetings Diocese of Spokane! 

It was such a delight to get to spend the summer 
at Camp Cross, getting to know the staff and 
campers, volunteers and resource teams. This 
summer was filled with joy and laughter, prayer 
and worship, hours spent at waterfront, camp outs 
on Terry Field, small group discussions and 
individual reflections, arts & crafts, and so much 
more. 
  
I am thrilled to be here with you and am looking 
forward to working with you to support the youth 

and families in the diocese. One exciting opportunity for middle schoolers is 
coming up in just a few weeks. 6th-8th graders are invited to New Beginnings 
September 17-19. We'll spend the weekend retreating at Camp Cross. New 
Beginnings is an event, led by high school students, designed for middle 
schoolers to help them explore the meaningful relationships in their lives: their 
relationship with God, with themselves, with their families, and with friends. We'll 

 



play games, sing songs, watch skits, break into small groups, and worship 
together.  
  
I hope you'll encourage your middle school children, neighbors, parishioners to 
join us in a few weeks at New Beginnings! 
  
Peace, 
  
Sara Gunter 

  

 

 

ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE 
This is a new segment that will appear in each month's News & Notes. Here you 
will find monthly ideas for approaching your annual giving campaign throughout 
the entire year. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER TIP - In September, continue building toward your fall campaign plans.  

 Draft language for communications: collects, bulletin announcements, and 
Sunday service announcements. 

 Mail out campaign brochure and pledge cards. 
 Coach your Phone-a-Thon team. 
 Officially kick off your stewardship campaign. 
 Send thank yous to your donors. 

 

  

 

BISHOP'S SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER SCHEDULE 
Find the diocesan calendar online here. 

 
Date Itinerary Item Location 
9/7-8 Paulsen House Staff retreat 

 

9/12 Bishop's visit to St. Luke's Wenatchee 
9/17-18 Diocesan Council Spokane 
9/19 Bishop's visit to St. Timothy's Yakima 
9/20-24 House of Bishops 

 



9/25 Regional Gathering Day Zoom 
9/26 Bishop's visit to St. James Pullman 
10/10 Bishop's visit to St. Mark's Moscow 
10/16 Diocesan Convention Zoom 
10/24 Bishop's visit to St. Paul's Walla Walla 
10/25-29 Bishop on retreat 

 

10/31 Bishop's visit to St. James and Methow 
Episcopal 

Cashmere & Winthrop 

 

 

Episcopal Diocese of Spokane 
245 E 13th Ave 

Spokane, WA 99202 
 

 

See what's happening on our social sites 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


