
 

 

   

 

  

DECEMBER 2024 

BRINGING YOU GOOD NEWS  Luke  2 :10  

S�. L���’� E�������� C����� — P�����, R������, H����������, S��!��� 

Reflec�ons with Your Rector 
 

Happy Thanksgiving, one and all!  
A Blessed and Joyful Advent to everyone!  

And may each of us have a very merry Christmas!  

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the �me of 
this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 

us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living 

and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through 
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

This Advent, as we prepare our hearts and homes for 

welcoming the birth of Jesus, we also open ourselves with 

watchful hope for the coming of Christ among us now and 

in the great �me unknown of Christ’s second coming. This 

year, let us join our prayers and songs with the cries of the 

world for God’s Light and Wisdom to come. We pray for 

people in Ukraine and Russia, Gaza and Lebanon and 

Israel, Myanmar, Sudan and South Sudan, and all places 

torn by war, cruelty, and injus�ce. 
 

O Christ our God, bring your light and peace. 
 

We trust that in Christ, a new crea�on has dawned and is 

con�nuing to rise. Let us open our hearts to the promise 

and to the possibility of the New Day. And let us sing! 
 

Each year, we sing in the glory and wonder of God coming 

so closely among us, in the flesh, fully human in Jesus. We 

have our three Sundays of Lessons and Carols:  

∗ Advent Lessons & Carols on the second Sunday of 
Advent (December 8) 

∗ Christmas Lessons & Carols on the first Christmas 
Sunday of the twelve days of Christmas (December 

29) 

∗ 12th Night and Epiphany Lessons & Carols (January 5).  

On these days, there is no sermon. We let the wonder of 

the story immerse us through our singing and reading of 

scripture. And we come together in wonder and joy for 

See Rector con�nued on page 2) 

C+,-./ E01.23 
 

D7879:7;’< R7=7;<7 O>>7;?@A W?BB GC DC DE7  SD. 

V?@87@D G7 PIJB FCCG CBC<7D 

 
December 1—First Sunday of Advent 

December 3—Christmas service at Fort Sherman 

Chapel, 5:15 p.m. 

December 4—Contempla�ve Prayer on Zoom, 

5:30 p.m. 

December 5—First Thursday Zoom, 7 p.m. 

December 7—Snowflake Faire, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

with Maggie’s Café from 11 a.m. to 

2 p.m. 

December 8—Advent Lessons & Carols; Exploring 

Prayer Prac�ces, 11:30 a.m. in the 

Alison Library 

December 10—Men’s Spiritual Discussion Group, 

6 p.m. 

December 17—Contempla�ve Prayer on Zoom, 

5:30 p.m. 

December 19—Vestry mee�ng, 5:30 p.m. 

December 21—Greening of the Church & Many 

C’s of Christmas, 10 a.m. 

December 24—Christmas Eve services at 5 & 7:30 

p.m. 

December 29—Christmas Lessons & Carols 

January 4—King Cake decora�ng and pizza party 

for kids, 5 p.m. 

January 5—Epiphany Lessons & Carols; Epiphany 

King Cakes at coffee hours 
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our fes�ve Christmas Eve services at 5 and 7:30 p.m on December 24.  
 

We look forward to kicking off Advent with a warm welcome to people throughout Coeur d’Alene and the wider region 

to come and enjoy our Snowflake Faire (Saturday  December 8), with gi\s and warm food available for all. We hope to 

have some of our intergenera�onal ac�vi�es again on Sundays this year – making Advent wreaths, crea�ng cards to 

give to people, making cookies to share, and greening the church. As always, we will have resources for you to use at 

home during Advent and Christmas for some daily reading, prayer and medita�on.  
 

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord;  
let it be with me according to your word.”  (Luke 1:37) 

 

This Advent, we begin our journey over the coming year through the Gospel of Luke. It is my favorite Gospel. In Luke, 

we most clearly see Jesus focusing with outstretched arms on those who are poor, neglected or abandoned, and on the 

edges of society. As Mary says, “He brought down the proud in the imagina�on of their hearts. He has brought down 

rulers from their thrones, and has li\ed up the lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has 

sent away empty” (Luke 1:51-53).  And Jesus’ great ministry all begins with Mary saying “Yes” to God’s messenger, 

opening herself to something quite extraordinary and quite unplanned.  
 

How is God calling you? How is God calling our church? How will we say “Yes” to God in this coming year of 2025 – to 

something that will have ripple effects far beyond what we can imagine or foresee? What are the new and con�nuing 

ways we will share, show, and celebrate Christ’s love with all people around us in North Idaho and Eastern 

Washington?  
 

As we look toward the new year, I ask you all to plan and pledge your support for St. Luke’s in 2025. We have reached 

the halfway mark to our financial goal of $235,000 in pledges. Many thanks to those who have already pledged!  
 

Here’s my annual reminder of why it is important to pledge a promise of giving to St. Luke’s:  

1) Your pledge is a sign of “skin in the game” – par�cipa�ng in this church’s ministry and mission. 

2) Your pledge entrusts part of yourself to a body of folks following Jesus together, sharing in our vision to share, 

celebrate and embody the love of Jesus here in north Idaho.  

3) Your pledge helps us plan responsibly for what can be possible for us to do in Chris�an forma�on, fellowship, care 

and impact in our wider community. 
 

As you consider your financial gi\, also think about how you might offer �me, energy, and crea�vity in our church’s 

ministry and mission. Many of you offer so much already. For others, remember that you are part of Christ’s body, 

here. And your contribu�on is important.  
 

Friends, no mafer what happens in the world around us, I pray that you find great comfort and joy in this holy season. 

Remember that you are part of Christ’s body today. Individually and together, we are vessels for the love, light, wisdom 

and grace of Jesus Christ who is Emmanuel, God-with-us. Let your Light shine. Seek to see and name the Light in others. 

Advent and Christmas blessings to you all! 

Fr. David 

Rector (con�nued from page 1) 
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Prayer & Worship 

PRAYERS 
 

Memorial Service:  Joan Mael 
 

Healing and Strength:  Mary Ayers, John McTear, Debbie Lane, Jo Clifford, Milli Larsen, Herb Ayers, Sean Whelan, Julian Wheeler, 

Andre Smith, Bob Gustafson, Marcia Siring, Janet Crane, Hal Worth, Ramon Byrd, Ginger Wright, Martha Vilandré, Paul Vilandré, 

Carl Vanslyke, Mike Magura, Jane Jackson, Walt Siring,  Robin Reyes, Anne Salisbury, Mary McComb, Peggy Lembeck, Mason 

Knapp, Jenna Schulz, Phyllis Albee, Claudia, Summer Taylor, Jane Gortner, Burt Crupper, John Albee, John Empsall, Barbara 

Webb, Marilyn Ofo, Carol Owren, David Brooks, Dave Ziegler, Ted Jordan, Jill Kalberg, Jamie Ziegler, Kay Lockhart, Barbara Lee 

DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER 
 

December 1:  Episcopal Migra�on Ministries 

We pray for those without house or home, those on the road or living in-between, those seeking refuge, and for 

those helping the stranger on their journey through a strange land. We also give thanks for the birthdays of The Revs. 

Joan Dahl (12/1) Peter Kalunian (12/4), Ellie Shapton (12/6). 
 

December 8:  Grace Church, Dayton & Ellensburg 

We pray for the mission and ministry of Grace Church of Dayton and Ellensburg. We also give thanks for the birthdays of The 

Revs. Rick Mafers (12/9) and Ann Howard (12/10). 
 

December 15:  St. Stephen's, Spokane 

We pray for the mission and ministry of St. Stephen's, Spokane. We also give thanks for the birthdays of The Revs. Kay Tofen 

(12/15) and Jeff Neuberger (12/20). 
 

December 22:  Church of the Na�vity, Lewiston 

We pray for the mission and ministry of the Church of the Na�vity in Lewiston.  Father in heaven, by your grace the virgin 

mother of your incarnate Son was blessed in bearing him, but s�ll more blessed in keeping your word: Grant us who honor the 

exalta�on of her lowliness to follow the example of her devo�on to your will. 
 

December 29:  The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

We pray for the mission and ministry of St. John's Cathedral.  Shed upon your Church, O Lord, the brightness of your light that 

we, being illumined by the teaching of your apostle and evangelist John, may so walk in the light of your truth that at length we 

may afain to the fullness of eternal life. 
 

World Council of Churches' ecumenical prayer cycle:  h)ps://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle 
Worldwide Anglican Church prayer cycle:  h)ps://www.anglicancommunion.org/media/497162/acp_from-aba-to-divine-hope-via-
zululand-2023-to-2026_webpdf.pdf  

If your birthday or anniversary is incorrect or does 
not appear, please notify the office so it can be 

corrected or added to the parish records. 

D1F1,G1H B-H2IJKL3 
A..-01H3KH-13 

    2  Josh Johnson 

    4  Kinzo Mihara 

    5  Ann Donaldson 

    6  Jimmy Benson 

    9  Jonathan Sedgwick 

  10  Noah D’Alessandro 

  10  Kate Khorsand 

  10  Gwen Letson 

  11  Jenna Schultz 

  14  Donna Kalberg 

  15  Ian Hicks 

16  Bill Cook 

17  Dianne Praf 

18  David Brooks 

20  Christopher Wigley 

22  Ed Kerns 

22  Jennifer Parzanici 

27  Clark McKee 

27  Cora Mihara 

28  Dan Dolan 

29  Bill Kral 

18 Gretchen & Jim Cur�s 

28 Janet & Al Anderson 

28  Marcia & Walt Siring 

28  Nancy Sue & Marc Wallace 

29  Jo & Gayne Clifford 
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Prayer & Worship 
Weekday Worship Opportuni�es 

 
Contempla�ve Prayer Service:  This service is offered on the first and third Tuesdays of each 

month at 5:30 p.m. by Zoom only. 
 

Wednesdays 
• Noonday Intercessory Prayer — The service, found on page 103 of the Book of Common 

Prayer, is offered weekly.  The service will be in person at the Fort Sherman Chapel adjacent to 

North Idaho College.  A brown bag lunch and open conversa�on follows.  

• Worship with Movement — Offered weekly at 2:15 p.m.  Direct ques�ons to Lyndi at lyndiphifer@icloud.com.  All 

ages welcome. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/midweek-prayer-on-

Walking Through the Bible for Adults 
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Adults are “Walking Through the Bible” on Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. It’s not too late to join! The mee�ngs are 

"hybrid" — allowing for in-person and online par�cipa�on via Zoom. We use “The Path,” just like our youth 

used over the past year (you can order a copy online). You will become much more fully aware of the 

sweep and flow of the en�re Bible through our �me together over 24 weeks. So, show up or tune in! Here 

is the Zoom link for our mee�ngs: h)ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/7692030095. 

Listening to God and Our Neighbors:  Biblical Windows for Followers and Seekers of Christ  
 

In-home study and reflec�on.  This collec�on of stories and readings from scripture has been created for us as a guide 

to help shape how we enter caring and vulnerably courageous conversa�ons with God and with others around us.  The 

collec�on includes examples of listening and responding to God, being sent, entering confronta�ons and hard 

conversa�ons, breaking open new ground with new people, and being changed ourselves by conversa�ons.  Each 

example includes ques�ons for our prayerful reflec�on as individuals and as a faith community together. 
 

Materials available at h)ps://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_a)achments/public/documents/3314131/
Final_Listening_to_God_and_Our_Neighbors.pdf. 

Adult Chris�an Forma�on 
Exploring Prayer Prac�ces 

Second Sunday of Each Month at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Join us on the second Sunday of each month as we explore a variety of prayer prac�ces. We meet a\er the 10 a.m. 

service at around 11:30 a.m. in the Alison Library, and go no more than an hour. We’ll take �me to learn about a prayer 

prac�ce, and then prac�ce it. 
 

In November, we explored Igna�an Imagina�ve Prayer, where we had an opportunity to allow our imagina�on  to open 

us to a scripture passage, and to deepen our rela�onship with God. We reflected upon the Sunday scripture of the 

widow giving her last two coins to the temple treasury and what that experience must have been like. It allowed each 

of us to explore with Jesus the message he was invi�ng us to hear in that scripture. 
 

During our next session on December 8, we'll reflect on what we learned in November about Igna�an Imagina�ve 

Prayer, and then learn and prac�ce about praying with prayer beads. If you are looking to deepen your spiritual life and 

learn about new ways to pray, please join us.  
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Learning Opportuni�es 

Book Studies at St. Luke’s 
 

Wednesday aNernoons at 1 p.m.:   The group is reading Prayer by Joyce Rupp.  In Prayer, Rupp 

“opens up the Scriptures that teach us how to pray and applies them to our daily lives. She 

encourages us ‘to pray always’ through an awareness of God ‘in whom we live and move and have 

our being.’”  Contact Jill Kalberg (jill.kalberg@gmail.com), Lyndi Phifer (lyndiphifer@icloud.com) or 

Ern Warner (ern.m.warner@gmail.com) for more informa�on. 

 

Wednesday aNernoons at 4 p.m.:  The group is con�nuing A Pilgrimage to Eternity:  from Canterbury to Rome in 
Search of a Faith by Timothy Egan, a well-respected Pulitzer Prize winner from the Northwest.  Moved by his mother's 

death and his Irish Catholic family's complicated history with the church, Egan embarked upon a thousand-mile 

pilgrimage on the Via Francigena from Canterbury to Rome.  Please join us; bring a friend!  Contact Lisa Nunlist (208-
640-9110 or lisanunlist@gmail.com) for more informa�on. 
 

If you are interested in being part of these book studies, sign up on the bulle�n board in the Parish Hall.  Watch the 

Friday Memo emails for more informa�on on schedules and new book selec�ons. 

First Thursday Zoom from the Diocese, December 5 at 7 p.m. 
 

The Diocese’s First Thursday Zooms resume on December 5 at 7 p.m.  This 

session’s topic will be “Discerning and Recrui�ng Leaders.” 
 

This is a Zoom series to grow, strengthen and plant our congrega�ons and will 

be an explora�on of nine topics in 2024 following the three direc�ves of our 

strategic plan:  a Commifed, Growing, Meaningful Rela�onship with Christ; a 

Culture of Listening, Learning, and Growing; and Connec�on & Hospitality.   See 

the Friday Memo email for the Zoom link. 
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Learning Opportuni�es 
Saints You Should Know 

(from Lesser Feasts and Fasts of the Episcopal Church) 
 
King Kamehameha IV and Queen Emma of Hawaii (November 28) from the beginning of their reign in 

1855 sought the best for their people. Together, they raised funds from people rich and poor alike to 

build a hospital and to treat diseases like smallpox that had afflicted the islands. They were confirmed 

Anglican, built a cathedral and school, and translated the Book of Common Prayer and many hymns into 

the Hawaiian language. They increased trade, diploma�c alliances, healthcare, and educa�on across the 

islands.  
 

St. Nicholas of Myra (December 6) was also a Chris�an during the �mes of Chris�an persecu�on 

under Emperor Diocle�an. He was tortured and imprisoned during this �me. He survived and was 

later consecrated as bishop of Myra. He is remembered for looking a\er the safety and care of 

children, the safety of sailors, and care for the poor. He afended the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. 

In his younger years, he had responded to Christ’s words calling to give away everything by giving 

his inheritance to help the sick and needy. One famous story tells of him rescuing three girls from 

being forced into pros�tu�on by dropping a sack of gold coins through the window of their house 

each night for three nights, so their father could pay a dowry for each of them. Other stories 

include his saving three soldiers from wrongful execu�on, praying for seas to calm for sailors, and rescuing children 

from cruelty. Over the centuries, he became associated with gi\s given during Advent and Christmas. He is source of 

our ideas of Santa Claus. 
 

St. Lucy of Syracuse (December 13) stood up boldly for her Chris�an faith during the �me when Roman 

Emperor Diocle�an and was killed in 304 AD. She had commifed herself, body and soul, to Christ. Her 

mother, unaware of her commitment to remain a virgin to to give her planned dowry to the poor, had 

arranged for a possible marriage to a young man of a pagan family. She refused and, with her mother’s 

assent, gave away the jewels and moneys in her dowry. Her suitor learned of 

this, and he denounced her and outed her as a Chris�an to the Roman 

governor of Syracuse. The governor ordered her to make a sacrifice to the 

Emperor’s image. She refused. She was killed by a sword to the throat. Prior to death, other 

cruel�es may have taken place (in Syracuse, there are statues and images of her holding a 

tray of her eyes, because of stories of her eyes being gouged out). She is celebrated as “the 

saint of Light” in many places including Spain, Sweden, and the Philippines. 

Why Do We? 
 

What is the season of Advent about? And when are the 12 days of Christmas? 
 

Advent is about preparing for Christ’s coming. The word from the La�n adventus means 

“arrival” (to come to). We look through this season toward the promised second coming of 

Christ, and meditate on the yearning for the Messiah and for God’s redeeming presence 

through the ages leading up to Jesus’ birth and life among us — the coming of Emmanuel,  

God-with-us. And we open our own hearts to welcoming Christ even more fully to come and 

abide in us. We light our Advent wreaths nightly, candle by candle each week, read some scripture or stories, and pray 

that we learn to watch for Christ and to make our own hearts and homes ready to receive and welcome Christ. 
 

Each Sunday, we hear scriptures and sing Advent hymns and carols that lead us toward Christ’s birth. We hear steady 

themes of hope through the ages, peace that only God can bring, joy that awakens with our expecta�on, and love that 

is ignited in us. These themes are also our deep prayers, and Christ Jesus fulfills them all. 

See Why Do We…? (con�nued on page 7) 
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Learning Opportuni�es 

 

So, we get ready. We decorate, and bake, and send gree�ngs and cards, and make our homes extra-beau�ful, and 

prepare gi\s to share. 
 

For us, the twelve fes�ve days of Christmas don’t begin un�l Christmas Day. From 

December 24
th

 (Christmas Eve) through January 5
th

 (12
th

 Night of Christmas), our Anglican 

tradi�on has been to celebrate with carols and songs, feas�ng and 

home gatherings, and our hearts taking in the wonder and joy of 

the incarna�on – God becoming flesh, loving us and the world so 

much and becoming en�rely intertwined with us, taking on skin 

and bone and muscle and human nature. We celebrate Jesus’ birth, infancy and childhood – 

and we note the troubles and challenges along the way. We light all the candles and the center 

candle of our Advent wreaths brightly, light up our Christmas trees, and celebrate the dawning 

of Christ’s light in the midst of the darkness of this world. 

Why Do We…? (con�nued from page 6) 

Life Together 
Walk in Love:  Stewardship Campaign Con�nues 

 

Your gi\s of �me, talent, and treasure are what make St. Luke’s so special and enable us to 

carry out our mission. It is that �me of year. With falling leaves and snow (!!!), we need to 

plan and budget for 2025, and we need your help. Our theme for 2025 is “Walk in Love,” a 

reminder that all we have is because of God’s abundance. 
 

Your par�cipa�on mafers! By now you have received a lefer and pledge 

card. Please fill in your pledge card, bring it to church and place it in the 

gold box in the nave, mail it, send an email with your pledge to the office 

(admin@stlukescda.org), or donate online at h)ps://stlukescda.breezechms.com/give/online. 

Your pledge helps us to plan the mission and ministry of our church life together at St. Luke’s, 

and our involvement and outreach to the wider community. And, of course, it will help us keep 

the lights on! 
 

Our goal this year is $235,000. We’ve already received pledges totaling $124,280. Thank you for 

prayerfully considering what your pledge can be for 2025.  And thanks so much to those who 

have already pledged! 
 

St. Luke’s Vestry 

Watch campaign progress 
on this fun chart in the 

recep�on area! 

Mini Capital Funds Appeal a Huge Success! 
 

Many thanks to all who contributed to our Mini Capital Funds Appeal!  Thanks to your generosity, 

our grand total is $47,550, which far exceeds our original goal of $30,000.  What a blessing!  

Thank you for the love you share for this church. 
 

All proceeds will be dedicated only to reserve fund replenishment to underwrite the cost of 

ongoing maintenance at the church. 
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Life Together 
Women’s Guild  — No December Mee�ng 

 

Women’s Guild will not meet in December due to the Snowflake Faire.  See page 10 of this newslefer for more 

informa�on about Snowflake Faire.  Monthly mee�ngs will resume in January. 
 

All ladies of St. Luke’s are welcome to afend Guild mee�ngs.  If you have ques�ons or need a ride, please contact 

Barbara Webb (208-651-2405). 

Men’s Spiritual Discussion Group Meets Tuesday, December 10 
 

The Men’s Spiritual Discussion Group will meet on Tuesday, December 10, at 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Our 

guiding thought is “Be s�ll and know that I am God.”  We are discussing topics from The Book of Joy, which 

features a week-long discussion between Nobel Peace Laureates Bishop Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama. 

Please join us for a relaxing conversa�on and enjoy a light supper. Please RSVP to Ian Hicks for catering 

purposes.  
 

Contact Dave Phifer (425-387-2882 or n801dp@gmail.com) or Ian Hicks (714-742-3412 or  ianhicks@icloud.com) with 

any ques�ons. 

St. Mary’s Altar Guild 
Our passion statement: 

Quietly serving Christ while caring for the beauty of the Sanctuary. 
 

Advent begins shortly and soon we will celebrate our Lord’s birth.  We hope many of you will consider 

making Christmas dona�ons for memorials and in thanksgiving.  Your gi\s will be used to decorate St. 

Luke’s sanctuary and altar for Christmas and provide needed supplies in the coming months.   
 

An offering envelope is enclosed with this newslefer.  We hope to acknowledge all gi\s in the Christmas bulle�n.  Due 

to publishing deadlines, please have your dona�ons in by December 20 so that your name can be included in the 

Christmas service bulle�n.  Thank you in advance for your generosity and support.   
 

In love and service, 
 

Jo Clifford & Debbie Lane 
Co-Directresses 

                                                                Scenes from St. Luke’s 
 

 

St. Luke’s welcomed The Very Rev. 
Heather VanDeventer on 

November 17. 

L-R:  Lydia & Walker Edward Lane.  Walker, eight 
months, was bap�zed along with his younger cousin 
Vinny on November 3.  Lydia, Walker and Vinny are 
the grandchildren of parishioners Debbie & Henry 
Lane. 
Walker & Lydia with their parents, Tim & Kylie Lane. 

L-R:  Mom Julie Lane and Vincent “Vinny” Lane Doudna, five 
months. 
Vinny with his godmother Meagan PaMs, dad Dus�n Doudna, 
mom Julie, and godfather Nick Doudna. 
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Life Together 
St. Luke’s Snowflake Faire Needs YOU! 
Saturday, December 7, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

For over 130 years, St. Luke’s has held a fund-raising Christmas Bazaar. It was always put on by the 

women of the church (of course).  We have learned that spreading the tasks to ALL our congrega�on 

makes this big annual event easier and a lot more fun.  This is where you come in! 

• Treasure Trove:  Please downsize your storage room and bring in gently used  items to the Parish 

Hall.  No clothing except accessories; no very large items; no out-of-date electronics.  Items will not 

be priced; rather, customers will make a dona�on for their selec�ons.  Contact Marilyn Ofo (208- 
• 660-6298) with ques�ons. 
• Pantry:  Please bring pre-packaged baked goods, homemade candy, jams, flavored nuts, etc.  These items make 

terrific holiday gi\s and treats.  Less sweet items, such as savory or spiced nuts and trail mix, go over well, too.  Opt 

for small plates of baked goods, such as a half-dozen brownies instead of an en�re pan.  Contact Hilary Caisley (208-
772-3499) with ques�ons. 

• Vendor tables:  You can sell your hand-cra\ed, knifed or crocheted items, as well as hand-made jewelry and small 

décor.  Vendors pay a $30 fee, keep all sales, and are provided a 7-8 \. table.  Contact Marcia Siring  (360-929-1515) 
with ques�ons. 

• Other ways to help:  Invite your friends, family and neighbors!  Share this event on your social media accounts. 
You also might help set up and sort items on Thursday and Friday before the event; oversee some of the tables 

during the event; or break down a\er the event and load items into a truck for delivery to charity.  
 

Maggie’s Café (11 a.m. – 2 p.m.) will feature our men’s homemade chili with all the fixings, plus cornbread and a slice 

of pie or another dessert for a very low price. The Alison Room is always nicely decorated for a pleasant lunch where 

you can invite family and friends. 
 

And of course, we hope you buy and sell �ckets for the fantas�c raffle prizes. 
 

We usually raise about $5,000 at this big event. Half goes to the church; half goes to the community in need , e.g., St. 

Vincent de Paul, Family Promise, Episcopal Relief & Development, Union Gospel Mission, Trinity Group Homes, and 

Orchard Ridge. 
 

And remember — admission to the Snowflake Faire is free!  We look forward to seeing you there.  Contact Barbara 

Webb  (208-651-2405) if you can help in any way, or if you have ques�ons.   See the flyer on p. 8 of this newslefer for 

more informa�on. 

Greening of the Church & the Many C’s of Christmas  
Saturday, December 21, at 10 a.m. 

 

Join us on Saturday, December 21, for an event for families and folks of all ages! 
 

We’ll start our morning with coffee, cocoa and a few Christmas Carols.  Adults and older 

kids will then collaborate to ready the evergreen boughs for the “greening of the church.”  

Workers — bring work gloves and pruning shears. 
 

Meanwhile, the younger kids will par�cipate in the “Many C’s of Christmas” with lots of 

ac�vi�es of their own.  They’ll decorate the Parish Hall Christmas tree, then make 

Christmas cards, Christmas cra6s and ornaments, and Christmas cookie dough.  They’ll also be collec7ng canned 
goods for those people in our community who are hungry this Christmas.  The Altar Guild will provide a hearty lunch 

for everyone.  We hope to “C” you there! 
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Children’s Chapel Kids Crea�ng and Raffling Off a Na�vity Scene for Charity Fundraiser 
 

As part of its humble lifle mission, Children’s Chapel plans to 

help those in need at home and abroad by raising money for 

KIVA (interna�onal micro-loans program) and St. Vincent de 

Paul North Idaho’s ICARE program for children and 

families.  Last Easter, the children raised $533 for these 

organiza�ons with their pretzel fundraiser. 
 

The children are crea�ng a papier mâché Grand Na�vity Scene to be raffled off during 

the Snowflake Faire.  It will be on display in the Parish Hall beginning December 1.  The 

Children’s Chapel kids will be selling raffle �ckets at coffee hours. 
 

For more informa�on, contact Mike Dolan (208-660-5925).   
Kids and families created papier 

mâché figurines on November 17. 

Life Together 
Knit One, Pray Too Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

I am happy to announce that at the October Prayer Shawl Blessing, we 

placed Donna Kalberg’s 100
th

 prayer shawl and Robin Rutherford’s 100
th

 

prayer shawl on the altar rail to be blessed.  They join Kathy Hirz, Karen 

Skelton and Jo Clifford in our “P.S. 100 Club”, and we all thank them for 

their dedica�on to our ministry. 
 

We welcomed Karen Jenkins and Chris Swails as our newest members.  

Our ministry is open to all who like to knit or crochet, and we invite you 

to join us at any �me.  We meet every Monday morning at 9:30 a.m. in 

the Alison Library.   
 

As always, if you need a prayer shawl or know someone who needs one, please do 

not hesitate to contact me or DeDe in the office.   
 

Jo Clifford 
208-755-6926 

Donna Kalberg & Robin Rutherford 

Used Bookshelf 
 

The bookshelf under the coat rack in the Parish Hall has books available for a nominal donation.  Books 

that never leave the shelf are eventually donated to a thrift store.  All proceeds go to support the 

Backpack Program for the Coeur d’Alene School District, which provides weekend food to children who 

otherwise might not get enough at home.   

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 
 

If you haven’t hosted coffee hour this year, there are opportuni�es to do so on December 8 and 29. 
 

As a reminder, it’s the fellowship and not the food that is important at coffee hour, so something 

simple such as cookies and fruit are perfect! Sign-up sheets are on the bulle�n board in the Parish 

Hall. A reminder and detailed instruc�ons will be sent to you the week before you are scheduled.  

Thank you for hos�ng!  Ques�ons?  Contact Kara Kral (208-421-2830). 
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Life Together 
Leaf-Raking Help Much Appreciated! 

 

On November 10, Girl Scout Brownie/Junior Troop 2158, which meets regularly at St. Luke’s, raked the leaves at the 

church and the adjacent rental property in prepara�on for the annual city leaf pickup. This was their way of giving back 

to the church for providing mee�ng space.  As was the case all over town, MANY leaves were s�ll on the trees and 

con�nued to fall, so when the girls came to the church for their troop mee�ng a couple of days later, they raked both 

proper�es again!  The girls certainly lived up to the Girl Scout slogan “Do a good turn daily.” 
 

Later in the week, parishioner Bill Kral was featured in the Spokesman Review while he and Dave Phifer were busy 

finishing up for leaf pickup.  Thanks to all!  

An Epiphany Treat at January 5 Coffee Hours 
 

On Sunday, January 5, 2025, we will celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, when we honor the Magi 

who “traveled afar” to see the baby Jesus at Bethlehem.  King Cake will be served at coffee hours 

a\er the 8 & 10 a.m. services, as well as during Children’s Chapel to celebrate this special day on the 

Church calendar. 
 

The custom of the King Cake was brought from France to New Orleans in the 1800s.  It evolved from 

the Twel\h Night Fes�val.  A dried bean was hidden inside the cake.  Whoever found it received a 

year of good luck and was treated as royalty.  Later, a �ny plas�c baby was used to represent the baby Jesus . . . 

because Twel\h Night is when the Magi found the “babe wrapped in swaddling clothes.” 
 

The fros�ngs or sugars decora�ng this symbolic dessert are:  purple (royalty), green (the growth of the Church to the 

Gen�les — out to the world beyond the Jewish community), and gold (one of the precious gi\s).  There will be a King 

Cake decora�ng party for kids and families on Saturday, January 4, at 5 p.m.  Pizza included! 
 

Come into the Parish Hall on January 5 to enjoy this Epiphany treat and perhaps find the lifle surprise inside. 
 

Lisa Nunlist 

Diocesan Prayer for 2024 
 

Creator of all, you speak life into being and call us into holy community. Open our ears to listen, enliven our curiosity to 

learn, and hasten our courage to respond. Teach us how to listen and love as you do, joining with all of crea�on as we 

proclaim and embody your Good News in all that we undertake. May the Spirit’s breath empower us to live these words 

we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Reverse Offering 
  

For October’s offering we delivered a carload of items to ABC food Bank in Athol, which also serves 

Bayview and Careywood.  It was all very appreciated.  They love geong pet food, personal hygiene 

products, and other household items, which are needed as much as food. 
 

December’s contribu�ons will go to the St. Vincent de Paul food closet.  Ques�ons?  Contact Barbara 

Webb (208-651-2405). 

“Being With” Discussion and Mutual Discovery Groups 
 

Invest in becoming the type of person who knows how to be with yourself, others, the world 

around us and through this to be with God. Discover faith while discovering friendship. 

Being With helps people consider Chris�an faith in new and refreshing ways, without 

needing prior knowledge, but a simple willingness to share what you do know or feel.   

Learn more about Being With at h)ps://being-with.org/. 
 

Register to be part of a Being With group at h)ps://www.stlukescda.org/ under Adult Forma�on Offerings.  If you know 

someone who would benefit from par�cipa�ng, please invite them to contact the church office (208-664-553 or 

admin@stlukescda.org).  The �me and loca�on of program mee�ngs are being determined.  The goal is to have groups 

both at St. Luke’s and at NIC. 

 From Many, One: Conversa�ons Across Difference 
 

On November 24 during coffee hours, we talked and shared stories with our fellow 

parishioners and reflected on the similari�es or differences in perspec�ves and experiences 

using the framework of From Many, One. 
 

Echoing the La�n phrase on the U.S. seal – E Pluribus (“from many”) Unum (“one”) – and 

following in the footsteps of the spiritual prac�ce of conversa�on across difference can help to 

knit us all into a diverse, more perfect union.  From Many, One is a campaign urging 

Episcopalians and our neighbors to engage in the spiritual prac�ce of listening and honest conversa�on across the 

many differences that separate us, star�ng with four simple ques�ons:  
 

1. What do you love?  What do you value? What will you struggle to protect?  

2. What have you lost?  What keeps you up at night? What has been lost in your community? What do you miss?  

3. Where does it hurt?  Where have you been wounded by life? What makes you angry? How or where do you feel 
that pain and anger?  

4. What do you dream?  What do you hope for the future – for yourself, your family, your community, and your 
na�on?  

 

St. Luke’s used this approach as a founda�on for the documentary and discussion series that we offered in 2021 and 

2022, leading to deep, rich dialogue about important issues impac�ng this area. 
 

Now more than ever, we need to hone the skills that will allow us to listen to and converse with those with whom we 

have differences.  We hope this tool will be helpful in your efforts to not only engage others, but know yourselves, as 

well. 

Engaging Community 
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Chorale Coeur d’Alene Sugar & Spice Christmas Concerts 
Monday and Tuesday, December 9 & 10, at 7 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

You’re specially invited to begin your Christmas celebra�on with Chorale Coeur d’Alene’s SUGAR & 

SPICE concerts.  Join us for a collec�on of favorite and newly arranged songs and carols, plus readings 

and remembrances.  Concerts will take place on Monday and Tuesday, December 9 & 10, at 7 p.m. at 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 812 N. 5
th

 St. in Coeur d’Alene. 
 

There will be some �ckets available at the door, but to ensure your seats please purchase �ckets at h)ps://
www.choralecda.com/�ckets.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Tom Bacon & Judi Horton 
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Engaging Community 

EJ-2+H-K] P+]-FL 
The newslefer contains ar�cles of interest to members and friends of the congrega�on of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. The 

Newslefer Editor (alone or in coopera�on with the Communica�ons Ministry team) reserves the right to set submission deadlines, 

edit material for length or gramma�cal, punctua�on or spelling errors, and decline material that is not in keeping with this policy. 

Every effort will be made to be inclusive. Any member is invited to submit story material directly to the Newslefer Editor at 

kfd819@gmail.com. 

D1KJ]-.13:  Newsle^er – 10
th

 of each month to Kate Dolan—kfd819@gmail.com; Sunday bulle�n & Friday Memo – Tuesdays by 

noon to parish office—office@stlukescda.org. 

Suitcase Ministry 
 

St. John the Bap�st Episcopal Church in Ephrata, Washington, and Trinity Episcopal Church in Oroville, 

Washington, are asking us for our gently used suitcases. These two congrega�ons collect the suitcases and 

give them to children in the foster care system in Grant County, Washington. O\en these children only 

have a plas�c bag to carry their clothes.  Since beginning the project in 2014, Trinity Oroville has collected 

more than 400 suitcases!  
 

If you have any suitcases you may be dona�ng this year, please consider dona�ng them to this ministry.  Suitcases can 

be le\ in the coat rack area outside of the Parish Hall.  Kris�n Keyes will pick them up and ensure they are delivered to 

the churches.  

Gree�ng Card Ministry for Eastern State Hospital 
 

The Spiritual Care Department at Eastern State Hospital is asking for support for the Spiritual Care 

Gree�ng Card Ministry, which offers gree�ng cards for pa�ents and enables them to maintain 

meaningful �es with their families, friends and the community.  Maintaining those essen�al �es 

significantly contributes to overall well-being and has the poten�al to result in a more favorable 

reintegra�on into society. 
 

This service is con�nuous throughout the year; therefore, they would appreciate receiving gree�ng cards for various 

holidays and events.  They accept cards from the following categories:  birthday, thank you, child’s birthday, get well, 

sympathy, friendship, thinking of you, encouragement, Christmas, Easter, Father’s Day, gradua�on, Mother’s Day, 

Thanksgiving, and blank cards. 
 

Please send your dona�ons of Gree�ng Cards to  Eastern State Hospital, c/o The Rev. Ana Georgescu, Religious 

Coordinator, 850 Maple St., Medical Lake, WA  99022. 
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Other Local Holiday Concerts 
 

The Music Conservatory of Coeur d’Alene presents “Handel’s Messiah.”  Saturday, November 

23, at 7 p.m. and Sunday, November 24, at 3 p.m. (with a sing-along) at NIC’s Schuler 

Performing Arts Center.  Tickets are available at h)ps://www.eventbrite.com/cc/handels-
messiah-november-23-24-2024-3747859. 
 

Community United Methodist Church presents “The Na�vity Story” portrayed through music and dance.  Saturday, 

December 7, at 7 p.m. at CUMC, 2295 W. Hanley Ave. in Coeur d’Alene.  This event is FREE. 
 

The Coeur d’Alene Symphony presents “A Night of Celebra�ng Christmas.” Saturday, December 14, at 7:30 p.m. at 

NIC’s Schuler Performing Arts Center.  Tickets are available at h)ps://app.arts-people.com/index.php?show=238545. 

 

If you are the last person in the building, PLEASE  
lock doors, turn lights off, set alarm. 
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Engaging Community 

Health Protocols for In-Person Worship and Outside Groups 
 

At all services, please use your judgment regarding masking or not, in keeping with your own health and concern for 

others. Please prac�ce COVID e�quefe, respec�ng those exercising cau�on. If you have symptoms or have tested 

posi�ve, please wait un�l you are healthy again to come to church.  Instead, join us online!  Zoom links are shared in 

the weekly Friday memo email. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Rector 

  The Rev. Dr. David Gortner 

priest@stlukescda.org 
 

Associate Priest for Chris�an Forma�on & Discipleship 

  The Rev. Mary Ayers 

associate@stlukescda.org 
 

Deacon 
  The Rev. Glenda Empsall 

deacon@stlukescda.org 
 

Parish Administrator 
DeDe Pederson 

admin@stlukescda.org 
 

Organist 
Ty Peterson 

music@stlukescda.org 
 

Newsle^er Editor 
  Kate Dolan 

 kfd819@gmail.com 
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Vestry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Phifer Treasurer 

Ian Hicks Senior Warden 

Michelle Johnson & Rod Kalberg Junior Wardens 

Farley Green Clerk 

Class of 2025 
Ian Hicks 

Michelle Johnson 

Annefe Knapp 

Class of 2027 
Janet Anderson 

Jean Imperatrice 

Rod Kalberg 

Christopher Wigley 

Class of 2026 
Jeff Hennig 

Andrea Par�ngton 

 

Office Hours        Sunday Service Times—Holy Eucharist 

   Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.– 3 p.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I    8 a.m. 

 Holy Eucharist Rite II & Children’s Chapel 10 a.m. 
 

 

10 a.m. services will also be live-streamed online via the Zoom pladorm and on Facebook Live. 


