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December 2—Contempla-ve Prayer on Zoom, 

5:30 p.m. 

December 3—NIC Christmas Service, 5:15 p.m., 

Fort Sherman Chapel 

December 6—Snowflake Faire, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

December 7—Advent Lessons & Carols services 

December 9—Men’s Discussion Group, 6 p.m. 

December 13—Greening of the Church & Many 

C’s of Christmas, 10 a.m. 

December 14—Room 4U young adult group, 

6:30 p.m. 

December 16—Contempla-ve Prayer on Zoom, 

5:30 p.m. 

December 18—Daughters of the King, 11 a.m.; 

Vestry mee-ng, 5:30 p.m. 

December 24—Christmas Eve services, 5 & 

7:30 p.m. 

December 28—Christmas Lessons & Carols 

services; Room 4U young 

adult group, 6:30 p.m. 

January 3—King Cake decora-ng and pizza 

party for kids and families, 5 p.m. 

January 4—Epiphany Lessons & Carols services 

with King Cake at both coffee 

hours 
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Reflec�ons with Your Rector 
 

Happy Thanksgiving!  
 

And a Blessed Advent to all! 
 

In the coming holy season of Advent, we 

wait. We prepare. We hope. We open 

our hearts and homes. We welcome the 

One who is coming.  
 

Hope. Peace. Joy. Love. These weekly themes of Advent 

prepara-on for Christ focus our thoughts, prayers, and 

ac-ons.  

♦ How and where can I seek hope? Where and to whom 

can I offer hope?  

♦ What brings peace, and how can I seek and nurture it?  

♦ What sparks joy, and how can I open ourselves to it 

and open the doorway to joy for others?  

♦ In what places and with what people can I share love? 

How can I offer and receive love more freely? 
 

May we all open ourselves, our homes, and the space we 

make for others in our daily lives, so that we may receive 

and meet Christ in each person. Prepare to meet Christ – 

may we truly seek and serve Christ in every person! 

Prepare to meet Christ — may we come to see and 

welcome Christ already abiding in ourselves and 

transforming our lives. Emmanuel, God with us! This is not 

some myth. It is the heart of everything for us. God loves 

us that much and that closely, to become one of us and 

dwell with us. 
 

This season of Advent, we have great opportuni-es to 

open space and share hope, peace, joy and love with our 

neighbors, our community. Our Snowflake Faire is an 

offering of joy and love to our community and region, as 

we provide a place for people to find treasures for the 

holidays and pay what they are able. Our service of 

Christmas Carols and Readings for NIC at Ft. Sherman 

Chapel brings peace and joy to students, staff, and faculty 

who join us. We open our doors to host the annual 

Christmas dinner for St. Vincent de Paul’s residents, and 

the annual NA New Year’s Eve party. We take part in the 

vigil for vic-ms of gun violence, with prayers of hope and 

for peace. We li] our voices in prayerful, hopeful, joyful 

See Rector (con�nued on page 14) 
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What If the Inn and stable at Bethlehem Were Different Than We Think? 
 

We tend to think that Mary and Joseph went out to a stable in a field, apart from other buildings and away from the 

hubbub of the town of Bethlehem. Some of the earliest tradi-ons (beginning with St. Jerome around A.D. 150) say that 

Jesus was born in a cave just outside the town, and the Church of the Na-vity in Bethlehem was built by Constan-ne 

over and surrounding that cave. Since the -me of St. Francis, who created the first “live-ac-on” na-vity scene with a 

living baby (in Greccio, Italy, A.D. 1223), we tend to have images of the Holy Family and animals in an open-aired barn-

like animal shelter made of wood. 
 

But what if the stable wasn’t apart from the inn? What if the inn was like other inns and lodgings along trade routes? 

Bethlehem was off the main trade road between Egypt and Jerusalem, but just a short distance and accessible to 

traders and merchants. 
 

When Heather and I were in Fez, Morocco, we saw a fondouk – a walled-in three-story lodging with a courtyard that 

housed traveling merchants and their animals. This fondouk was restored to its original beauty as a higher quality inn 

for travelers in this major city. The animals had stalls, or stables, on the ground floor (the doors and ceilings were 

higher, for those camels!). The people stayed in rooms on the upper floors. 
 

These kinds of lodgings were typical along trade routes during and a]er the Roman Empire, across northern Africa, the 

Middle East, parts of Europe, and along the routes to India. Judea had these kinds of lodgings (also known as 

caravanserais or khans) in some ci-es.  
 

The inn or inns in Bethlehem were certainly smaller than this, for a town of around 1,000 people. But a two-story 

building may have had a similar arrangement, with animal lodging on the ground level. 
 

What if Mary and Joseph were given a stall on the ground floor of an inn like this – smaller, but with more than just a 

few rooms? What if there actually were other people all around, as well as the animals where they had to stay? 
 

When we were in the coastal city of Essouira, Morocco, for a World Music Fes-val, we walked both the bustling main 

See Inns (con�nued on page 14) 
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DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER 
 

December 7:  Grace Church, Dayton & Ellensburg 

Lord God, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may 

not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose. 

We pray for the mission and ministry of Grace Church of Dayton and Ellensburg. We also give thanks for 

the birthdays of The Revs. Joan Dahl (12/1), Peter Kalunian (12/4), and Ellie Shapton (12/6). 
 

December 14:  St. Stephen's, Spokane 

We pray for the mission and ministry of St. Stephen's, Spokane. We also give thanks for the birthdays of The Revs. 

Rick Maeers (12/9) and Ann Howard (12/10). 
 

December 21:  Church of the Na�vity, Lewiston 

Father in heaven, by your grace the virgin mother of your incarnate Son was blessed in bearing him, but s-ll more 

blessed in keeping your word: Grant us who honor the exalta-on of her lowliness to follow the example of her 

devo-on to your will. We pray for the mission and ministry of the Church of the Na-vity in Lewiston. We also give 

thanks for the birthdays of the Revs. Kay Toeen (12/15) and Jeff Neuberger (12/20). 
 

December 28:  St. John's Cathedral, Spokane 

Shed upon your Church, O Lord, the brightness of your light that we, being illumined by the teaching of your apostle 

and evangelist John, may so walk in the light of your truth that at length we may aeain to the fullness of eternal life.  

We pray for the mission and ministry of St. John's Cathedral. 
 

World Council of Churches' ecumenical prayer cycle:  h�ps://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle 

Worldwide Anglican Church prayer cycle:  h�ps://www.anglicancommunion.org/media/497162/acp_from-aba-to-

divine-hope-via-zululand-2023-to-2026_webpdf.pdf  

Prayer & Worship 

PRAYERS 
 

Healing and Strength:  John McTear, Milli Larsen, Peggy Lembeck, William Dane, Sean Whelan, Julian Wheeler, 

Andre Smith, Bob Gustafson, Marcia Siring, Janet Crane, Don Werst, Peggy O’Neal, Barbara Webb, Martha Vilandré, 

Carl Vanslyke, April Miller, Scoe Campbell, Mary Kay Hanson, Henry Lane, Cary Miller, Mary McComb, Shawn Manuola, 

Martha & Bob West, Summer Taylor, Barbara Lee, Jane Gortner, Kelly Campbell, Sergio Alvia, Barbara Campbell, 

Kirsten Pomerantz, Ginger & Ken Wright, Dan Ayers, Phyllis Albee, Mary Ayers, John Empsall, Mason Knapp, 

Carol Owren, David Brooks, Dave Ziegler, Ted Jordan, Jill Kalberg, Jamie Ziegler, Kay Lockhart, Christopher Wigley 
 

Repose of the Soul:  Donna Kalberg, Ed Kerns 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

If your birthday or anniversary is incorrect or does 

not appear, please notify the office so it can be 

corrected or added to the parish records. 

A���	
;�<;�
� 

18 Gretchen & Jim Cur-s 

28 Janet & Al Anderson 

28  Nancy Sue & Marc Wallace 

29  Jo & Gayne Clifford 

D
=
�>
; B�;�?@<A� 

    2  Josh Johnson 

    4  Kinzo Mihara 

    5  Ann Donaldson 

    6  Jimmy Benson 

    9  Jonathan Sedgwick 

  10  Noah D’Alessandro 

  10  Kate Khorsand 

  10  Gwen Letson 

  11  Jenna Schultz 

  15  Ian Hicks 

16  Bill Cook 

17  Dianne Prae 

18  David Brooks 

20  Christopher Wigley 

22  Jennifer Parzanici 

22  Sarah Wheeler 

27  Cora Mihara 

28  Dan Dolan 

29  Bill Kral 
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Prayer & Worship 

Weekday Worship Opportuni�es 
 

Contempla�ve Prayer Service:  This service is offered on the first and third Tuesdays of each 

month at 5:30 p.m. by Zoom only.  
 

Wednesdays 

• Noonday Intercessory Prayer — The service, found on page 103 of the Book of Common 

Prayer, is offered weekly in the nave and on Zoom.  A brown bag lunch and open conversa-on 

follows.  

• Praise with Movement — Offered weekly at 2 p.m.  Direct ques-ons to Lyndi Phifer at lyndiphifer@icloud.com.  All 

ages welcome. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/midweek-prayer-on-

Contribute to the St. Luke’s Spiritual Journal! 
 

There is a liele brown book where individuals can journal about encountering God.  Record your thoughts 

and experiences at the Sunday coffee hours; check with the office on other days.  

New Learning and Growth Ideas? 
 

We’ve had several good years of rich learning, study, and spiritual growth at St. Luke’s. How would we like 

to con-nue growing and learning? Do you have ideas or longings for topics to explore and learn, scriptures 

to study, ways to grow in our rela-onships with God? Please share your ideas with Fr. David 

(priest@stlukescda.org)! Watch the Friday Memo email for details and updates about forma-on offerings. 

Forma�on 

Sources for Spiritual Growth and Reflection 
 

We con-nue our offerings of books, websites and apps you can visit to give you a space where most days you can 

experience -me with God. We invite you to explore these op-ons and see if one of these might be just what you need 

to help you grow your rela-onship with God. These offerings are divided into sec-ons for Daily Office/Devo-ons, 

Scripture Reading, Prayer and Medita-on, Spiritual Forma-on, and Spiritual Prac-ces/Disciplines. You can also find 

informa-on on the ones we have already offered on our website at h�ps://www.stlukescda.org/life-together/

educa�on-spiritual-forma�on/sources-for-spiritual-growth-and-reflec�on/. 
 

Also, please share what you may be using. Send Kris-n Keyes (kkeyes@gmail.com) a note with to tools you use, and 

we’ll add to our growing list. 
 

• Reimagining the Examen app — h�ps://www.igna�anspirituality.com/reimagining-examen-app/  

• The Dailly Office, from the Mission of St. Claree — h�ps://www.missionstclare.com/english 

• Prayer Journals – taking -me each day to write your prayers. 

• Lec-onarypage.net – weekly scriptures for every Sunday of the year. 
 

Your Building Bridges: Healing Divides Team 

Kris�n Keyes, Lyndi Phifer, Dave Phifer, The Rev. David Owren, and The Rev. David Gortner 
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Forma�on 

Recommended Readings for the Whole Congrega�on 
 

Fr. David is asking us to read together these books over the course of this program year, as we con-nue to build our 

strengths and habits for courageous and caring conversa-ons as followers of Jesus.  
 

I Never Thought of it That Way by Monica Guzman – “Learn how to bring curiosity and courage to even the most 

difficult conversa-ons across America’s polarized poli-cal divide with these ac-onable tools for naviga-ng challenging 

disagreements.” We will join NIC in their community-wide reading of this book. 
 

How We Learn to Be Brave by Bp. Mariann Budde – “Bishop Budde explores the full range of decisive moments, from 

the most visible and drama-c (the decision to go), to the internal and personal (the decision to stay), to brave choices 

made with an eye toward the future (the decision to start), those born of suffering (the decision to accept that which 

we did not choose), and those that come unexpectedly (the decision to step up to the plate).” 
 

Transforming Evangelism by Fr. David – Episcopalians’ hands-off approach has led to a crisis of evangelism across our 

culture and with our own children. “How can Episcopalians reclaim evangelism primarily as an enriching spiritual 

prac-ce?” How shall we prac-ce evangelism in today’s mul-cultural but fractured society? Fr. David provides spiritual 

and conversa-onal prac-ces that set healthy habits for respeciul evangelism. 
 

We the Fallen People by Robert Tracy McKenzie – “The success and survival of American democracy have never been 

guaranteed. What we must do, argues the author, is take an unflinching look at the very nature of democracy ― its 

strengths and weaknesses, what it can promise, and where it overreaches. And this means we must take an unflinching 

look at ourselves. McKenzie, following C. S. Lewis, claims there are only two reasons to believe in majority rule: 

because we have confidence in human nature ― or because we don't. The Founders subscribed to [biblical and 

philosophical ideas] that humans are fallen and their virtue is always doubiul, and they wrote the U.S. Cons-tu-on to 

frame a republic intended to handle our weaknesses.” 
 

The Bible – Fr. David recommends reading these books of the Bible this year 

♦ The Acts of the Apostles– the great adventure of the birth and growth of the Church 

♦ The Book of Proverbs– a collec-on of wisdom and guidance, good for our -mes 

♦ The Gospels of Luke and Maehew– we are finishing Luke and beginning Maehew. 

♦ The Book of Genesis– the star-ng point of all Abrahamic faiths. 
 

All church groups and households are encouraged to pick a book at a -me to read, but to begin if possible with I Never 

Thought of It That Way. 

Confirma�on Prepara�on for Kids in Grades 5-9 
 

Parents, if you have kids in 5
th

 through 9
th

 grade, they are old enough to begin the process toward 

confirma-on. Here at St. Luke’s, we want all who are confirmed to begin with a good reading 

knowledge of the Bible, so we begin by walking through the Bible together.  The Bible is this 

amazing, complex collec-on of books that covers thousands of years of human experience of God. 

In the Episcopal Church, we rely deeply on the Bible. We learn many of the stories in it, but how 

many of us have read the Bible and know “the path of God's love all the way from the beginning to 

the end, from Adam's crea-on to John's revela-on?” 
 

Fr. David will offer a]ernoon mee-ng -mes with young people ready to read and learn the Bible together. Please 

contact him directly (priest@stlukescda.org) or sign up at church! We will determine a good mee-ng -me together. 
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Learning Opportuni�es 
Book Studies at St. Luke’s 

 

Wednesday aJernoons at 1 p.m.:   The group is finishing Crea&on Spirituality by Maehew Fox.  

“Crea-on Spirituality is the idea that divinity permeates all things, and all things have the imprint 

of divinity, yet the sum of all things does not fully encompass the mystery of the divine. Renegade 

priest and environmental ac-vist Maehew Fox writes, ‘If all of Crea-on had been whispering the 

story of its own Spirituality for 13.5 billion years … we would call that story Crea-on Spirituality.’”  

All are welcome to join.  Contact Lyndi Phifer (lyndiphifer@icloud.com) or Ern Warner 

(ern.m.warner@gmail.com) for more informa-on. 
 

Wednesday aJernoons at 4 p.m.:  The group is on hiatus un-l January 7.  Watch the Friday Memo email for the new 

book selec-on.  All are welcome! Contact Lisa Nunlist (208-640-9110 or lisanunlist@gmail.com) for more informa-on. 
 

If you are interested in being part of these book studies, sign up on the bulle-n board in the Parish Hall.  Watch the 

Friday Memo emails for more informa-on on schedules and new book selec-ons. 

Life Together 
Farewell from The Rev. Mary Ayers 

 

Rev. Mary has just shared with me that she must resign from her posi-on with us at St. Luke’s. She 

has been advised strongly by her medical team that she must hold to strict limits in her hours of 

employed work, so that she can more completely recover from her serious concussion 18 months 

ago. This means only working for her full-me employer and guarding her -me for rest and full 

recovery. 
 

Mary loves St. Luke’s deeply and enjoyed her work. “It has been so good to be part of such a 

healthy congrega-on. I really deeply love the people here. So many people gladly bring their 

passion and skills and delight to your ministry together.” She is profoundly grateful for the opportunity to work with us 

and be part of our community. She, with all of us, truly hoped she would be able to make a full return to St. Luke’s, but 

the recovery path from concussions can be incredibly long. 
 

Mary, we will miss you. We will con-nue to pray for you in your recovery process. And we know that, when you are 

able, you will come to visit us and connect with us again. God be with you! And thank you for all you have offered us 

here at St. Luke’s. 
 

I will be pulling together folks who have already dedicated themselves to keeping our Children’s Chapel and other 

family ministries going well during Mary’s period of absence, and others who have been or want to be involved in work 

with children, youth, and families. I look forward to planning for good steps forward together! 
 

Fr. David 

Diocesan Prayer for 2025 
 

Creator of all, you speak life into being and call us into holy community. Open our ears to listen, enliven our curiosity to 

learn, and hasten our courage to respond. Teach us how to listen and love as you do, joining with all of crea-on as we 

proclaim and embody your Good News in all that we undertake. May the Spirit’s breath empower us to live these words 

we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Life Together 

St. Mary’s Altar Guild 
Our passion statement: 

Quietly serving Christ while caring for the beauty of the Sanctuary. 

 

The Altar Guild needs addi-onal assistance for 8 a.m. services. Help is on a rota-ng monthly basis and 

training is provided. Interested in helping? Please contact Debbie Lane (208-691-7428). 
 

Advent begins shortly and soon we will celebrate our Lord’s birth.  We hope many of you will 

consider making Christmas dona-ons for memorials and in thanksgiving.  Your gi]s will be used to 

decorate St. Luke’s sanctuary and altar for Christmas and provide needed supplies in the coming months.  An offering 

envelope is enclosed with this newsleeer.  We hope to acknowledge all gi]s in the Christmas bulle-n.  Due to 

publishing deadlines, please put your dona-on envelope in the offering plate or drop it off at the church office by 

Monday, December 22, so that your name can be included in the Christmas service bulle-n.  Thank you in advance for 

your generosity and support.   
 

In love and service, 
 

Jo Clifford & Debbie Lane, Co-Directresses 

Tell Out My Soul:  Stewardship Campaign Con�nues 
 

As Christian story tellers, we embrace God’s Great Story of the relationship between God and all Creation 

from the beginning of time. Through the ages of time this Great Story reaches the great turning point in 

the life and gifts of Jesus, Son of God. After Jesus’ Resurrection, the Great Story continues in each of us 

daily as we encounter transformation by the Good News.  
 

Bookended by two women named Mary, St. Luke’s Gospel begins with Mary being Divinely told she will bear a child 

who will change the world. In joy she tells the Good News to her cousin Elizabeth: “Tell out my soul! The Greatness of 

the Lord!” At the end of Luke’s Gospel, Mary Magdalene visits Jesus’ tomb, discovers it empty, runs with the Risen 

Jesus’ instructions, and excitedly carries this Good News to the Disciples.  
 

The Good News revolves around the ideas, dreams and challenges placed in our hearts by God, to be shared! Each of us 

is called into Ministry to change the community around us by sharing our talents, gifts, and love with our neighbors! 
 

Our St. Luke’s Community in Coeur d’Alene is committed to sharing, celebrating, and embodying the overflowing, 

unconditional love of Jesus in North Idaho and Eastern Washington where we live and work. We learn, pray, receive 

God’s presence, serve, share our gifts, build partnerships, and seek to make a difference in the world around us. 
 

Our Stewardship Campaign exalts these stories that made us who we are, the 

ones we are still writing, with inspiration about those who have gone before 

us. We are all part of this ongoing Great Story – God’s continuing Creation. 

Think about God calling you to “tell out your soul! Let His Good News stir 

creative excitement in you to follow Christ, serve God, and love our neighbors. 
  

Tell out my soul! The Greatness of our Lord! 

 

Fr. David 

If you are the last person in the building, PLEASE  

lock doors, turn lights off, set alarm. 
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Life Together 

Our Building Bridges: Healing Divides Ministry Experiments in Full Swing! 
 

Our Oktoberfest celebra-on in apprecia-on of NIC faculty and staff was quite successful. 

Approximately fi]y St. Luke's members and friends enjoyed a night of great food, incredible 

camaraderie, and of course, spirited singing led by the incomparable Max Mendez in a resounding Beer 

Choir session.  We made new connec-ons and were able to impart our desire to provide a safe, 

relaxing, joyful, and suppor-ve space off campus where open conversa-ons on topics constrained by 

current legisla-ve ac-ons can happen. As we follow up, we’ll be able to explore opportuni-es for our 

invita-on to con-nue. 
 

We are now turning to our next event, our Christmas service at Fort Sherman Chapel on Wednesday, December 3, at 

5:15 p.m. Christmas singing will be led by NIC students, the Christmas story will be read through scripture, and prayers 

will be offered. The evening culminates with holiday treats, hot chocolate and cider. 
 

We’ve been making a broad invita-on to NIC staff, students, faculty and neighbors, and invite you to do the same to 

tell all you know from NIC about the Christmas service. We hope you can come as well. And if you could also bring 

some goodies to the event, that would be most helpful. Contact DeDe in the office if you have any ques-ons. 
 

What a treasure it is that we share at St Luke’s! This January we get a chance to share this treasure with some new 

folks from our community by having them “over for lunch!” We will be invi-ng families who are clients at The Center 

for New Direc-ons (CND) to come to our parish hall to share a meal, as well as offer some games and ac-vi-es. This is 

an opportunity to invite them to experience what Kinzo Mihara would phrase “church family” — the community, 

support and shared purpose that is such a blessing to have in life! 
 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, January 24, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. to come par-cipate in this lunch. 

We’d especially love to have our families with children aeend, as most of the CND families have children as well. For 

those able to help, we will be asking for set up and clean up assistance, as well as food early in January.  For more 

informa-on on our CND lunch, contact Lyndi Phifer (lyndiphifer@icloud.com). 
 

While this event will most likely bring us to the end of our Building Bridges: Healing Divides ini-a-ve offered through 

the Diocese, our work to build bridges with NIC con-nues. If we are inspired as a congrega-on to develop an addi-onal 

ministry experiment, there is addi-onal funding available. Please contact anyone on the BB: HD team to offer your 

thoughts and ideas. 
 

Your Building Bridges: Healing Divides Team 

Kris�n Keyes, Lyndi Phifer, Dave Phifer, The Rev. David Owren, and The Rev. David Gortner 

Women’s Guild  — No December Mee�ng 
 

Women’s Guild will not meet in December due to the Snowflake Faire.  See page 9 of this newsleeer for more 

informa-on about Snowflake Faire.  Monthly mee-ngs will resume in January.  All ladies of St. Luke’s are welcome to 

aeend.  If you have ques-ons or need a ride to mee-ngs, please contact Andrea Par-ngton (208-755-1829). 

Men’s Discussion Group Meets Tuesday, December 9 
 

The next Men’s Discussion Group will take place on Tuesday, December 9, at 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  

Our guiding thought is “Be s-ll and know that I am God.”  Please join us for a relaxing conversa-on and 

enjoy a light supper. Please RSVP to Ian Hicks for catering purposes.  
 

Contact Dave Phifer (425-387-2882 or n801dp@gmail.com) or Ian Hicks (714-742-3412 or  

ianhicks@icloud.com) with any ques-ons. 
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Life Together 
Snowflake Faire 

Saturday, December 6, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 

For over 130 years, St. Luke’s has held a fund-raising Christmas bazaar. We usually raise about $5,000 

at this big event. Half of the proceeds go to the church and half goes to the community in need, such 

as St. Vincent de Paul, Family Promise, Episcopal Relief & Development, Union Gospel Mission, Trinity 

Group Homes, and Orchard Ridge.  Let’s make this year’s event the best one yet! 
 

• Treasure Trove:  Bring in gently used items (no clothing except accessories; no very large items; no out-of-date 

electronics.)  Contact Marilyn Oeo (208-660-6298) with ques-ons. 

• Pantry:  Please bring pre-packaged homemade baked goods, homemade candy, jams, flavored nuts, etc.  These 

items make terrific holiday gi]s and treats.  Less sweet items, such as trail mix, go over well, too.  Opt for small plates 

of baked goods, such as a half-dozen brownies instead of an en-re pan.  Contact Hilary Caisley (208-772-3499) with 

ques-ons. 

• Vendor tables:  You can sell your hand-cra]ed, knieed or crocheted items, as well as hand-made jewelry and small 

décor.  Vendors pay a small fee and are provided a 7-8 ]. table.  Contact Marcia Siring  (360-929-1515) with 

ques-ons. 

• Other ways to help:  You might help set up and sort items on Thursday and Friday before the event, oversee some of 

the tables during the event, or break down a]er the event and load items into a truck for delivery to charity.  
 

Maggie’s Café (11 a.m. to 2 p.m.) will feature homemade chili with all the fixings, plus cornbread and a slice of pie or 

another dessert for a very low price. The Alison Room is always nicely decorated for a pleasant lunch where you can 

invite family and friends. 
 

We hope you will buy and sell -ckets for the fantas-c raffle baskets!  You have received a mailing with raffle -ckets 

included.  Please return the stub with your informa-on and basket selec-on noted along with payment (cash or check 

payable to St. Luke’s with RAFFLE on the memo line) to the parish office.  Addi-onal -ckets are available in the office. 
 

Admission to the Snowflake Faire is free, so please tell your friends and neighbors to join us!  Contact Andrea 

Par-ngton (208-755-1829) if you can help in any way, or if you have ques-ons.  See the insert flyer for more 

informa-on. 

 

NIC Christmas Service at Fort Sherman Chapel 

Wednesday, December 3, 5:15 p.m. 
 

Join us for carols, scripture readings and prayers, with music led by NIC students.  This service 

is in thanksgiving for all NIC faculty, staff, students and neighbors do in our community. 
 

Hot chocolate, cider and cookies will be served a]er the service.  If you can bring some 

goodies to the event, that would be most helpful. Contact DeDe in the office with ques-ons. 

Calling All Singers, Ringers, Instrument Players and Dancers! 
 

Advent and Christmas are great -mes to come and sing with the Choir, to join our small bell-ringing 

group, and to dust off that musical instrument to join us in making a joyful noise to the Lord! 
 

Singers can contact Eric Betz (choir@stlukescda.org) or just come to Wednesday rehearsal for choir at 

6:30pm. Ringers can contact Eric and look for a rehearsal schedule from him. Instrument players, 

contact Eric and organist Ty Peterson (music@stlukescda.org) and let them know what you play! 
 

Dancers, please contact Lyndi Phifer (lyndiphifer@icloud.com). Let’s fill this house with joyful sound and movement!  
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Life Together 

Your Pledge MaWers 
 

Thank you to all who have so far submieed pledge cards or emails. Your pledges of support for St. Luke’s help us plan 

our church budget for 2026. We look forward to hearing from many more of you soon. We hope to receive pledges 

from at least 90 individuals and households. 
 

Remember to fill out both sides of the pledge card! On the back is space to indicate ways you want to offer -me and 

talent to our ministry and mission. Do you want to…. Help lead a bible study, book study, or discussion group? Lead 

prayer or read scripture in our worship? Help with our ministry with children, youth, and families? Get involved with 

our work with NIC and in other community efforts? Be part of offering pastoral care and home visits? Help with 

finances, buildings and grounds, music ministry, altar guild, or 

acolytes?  What else might you want to offer? 
 

This is how we join our gi]s together at St. Luke’s. Our regular 

gi]s, dona-ons and efforts are deployed in these ways for our 

impact in ministry and mission here and across this region. 
 

To maintain our current level of faithful day-to-day ministry in 

2026 (and account for the reali-es of infla-on), we are aiming for 

giving to reach $295,000 across the year. 
 

As you consider your giving, look at the chart of propor-onal 

giving (right), and -thing rela-ve to income. 
 

Thank you for making this community of faith possible! 

 

Ian Hicks, Senior Warden 
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Life Together 

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 
 

We need hosts for the 10 a.m. coffee hour in December.  Hos-ng coffee hour is easy to do and is as 

simple as bringing some treats to enjoy with coffee.  Please check the sign up sheet on the bulle-n board 

in the Parish Hall for open dates. 
 

If you have any ques-ons, contact Kara Kral (208-421-2830). 

Greening of the Church & the Many C’s of Christmas  

Saturday, December 13, at 10 a.m. 
 

Join us on Saturday, December 13, for an event for families and folks of all ages!  We’ll start our 

morning with coffee, cocoa and a few Christmas Carols.  Adults and older kids will then collaborate 

to ready the evergreen boughs for the “greening of the church.”  Workers — bring work gloves and 

pruning shears. 
 

Meanwhile, the younger kids can par-cipate in the “Many C’s of Christmas” with lots of ac-vi-es of their own.  They’ll 

decorate the Parish Hall Christmas tree, then make Christmas cards, Christmas cra.s and ornaments, and Christmas 

cookie dough.  They’ll also be collec&ng canned goods for those people in our community who are hungry this 

Christmas.  The Altar Guild will provide a hearty lunch for everyone.  We hope to “C” you there! 

Room 4U Young Adult Group 

Second & Fourth Sundays, 6:30-8 p.m. 
 

Room 4U is a new group for young adults aged 18-25 who are seeking connec-on, meaningful discussion about the big 

ques-ons in life, and some light spiritual contempla-ve ac-vi-es.  It is a safe group where all are welcome.  Room 4U 

meets on the second and fourth Sunday evenings of each month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Alison Library. 
 

Young people are encouraged to come enjoy a hot beverage, great 

fellowship and spiritual encouragement.  Bring a friend!  Contact Rachel 

Karns (rachelkarns@gmail.com) for more informa-on. 

An Epiphany Treat at January 4 Coffee Hours 
 

On Sunday, January 4, we will celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, when we honor the Magi who 

“traveled afar” to see the baby Jesus at Bethlehem.  King Cake will be served at coffee hours a]er the 8 

and 10 a.m. services to celebrate this special day on the Church calendar. 
 

The custom of the King Cake was brought from France to New Orleans in the 1800s.  It evolved from the Twel]h Night 

Fes-val.  A dried bean was hidden inside the cake.  Whoever found it received a year of good luck and was treated as 

royalty.  Later, a -ny plas-c baby was used to represent the baby Jesus . . . because Twel]h Night is when the Magi 

found the “babe wrapped in swaddling clothes.” 
 

The fros-ngs or sugars decora-ng this symbolic dessert are:  purple (royalty), green (the growth of the Church to the 

Gen-les — out to the world beyond the Jewish community), and gold (one of the precious gi]s).  There will be a King 

Cake decora�ng party for kids and families on Saturday, January 3, at 5 p.m.  Pizza included! 
 

Come into the Parish Hall on January 4 to enjoy this Epiphany treat and perhaps find the liele surprise inside. 
 

Lisa Nunlist 
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Engaging Community 

E@���;�<[ P�[�=A 
The newsleeer contains ar-cles of interest to members and friends of the congrega-on of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. The Newsleeer Editor 

(alone or in coopera-on with the Communica-ons Ministry team) reserves the right to set submission deadlines, edit material for length or 

gramma-cal, punctua-on or spelling errors, and decline material that is not in keeping with this policy. Every effort will be made to be inclusive. 

Any member is invited to submit story material directly to the Newsleeer Editor at kfd819@gmail.com. 

D
<@[��
�:  NewsleWer – 10
th

 of each month to Kate Dolan—kfd819@gmail.com; Sunday bulle�n & Friday Memo – Tuesdays by noon to parish 

office—office@stlukescda.org. 

Reverse Offering 
 

Thank you everyone for your generosity in dona-ng to our Reverse Offering each month.  October's 

offering of about 100 pounds of items went to the ABC Food Bank in Athol, where they serve about 200 

families a month.  The volunteers were very apprecia-ve of the dona-ons and stated that they are seeing 

an increase in needy families. December’s offering will go to St. Vincent De Paul Food Closet. 
 

Even with SNAP benefits (food stamps) being distributed once again, cuts and changes are expected and our help is 

needed now more than ever.  Prices con-nue to rise, and some people may have to choose between buying food and 

paying for heat.  Also, many people geqng food stamps are elderly and disabled who cannot work even if they want to, 

and even though Social Security benefits are going up 2.8%, Medicare premiums are also going up and for some people 

that will take all of their Social Security increase.  
 

Please take a slip of paper from the liele basket at offering -me to see what specific items are most needed for our 

smaller local food banks.  We generally collect non-perishable foods, basic hygiene supplies, laundry detergent, and pet 

food. Church members deliver the food at the end of the month. Thank you for any support you can give.  If you have 

ques-ons or would like to help with delivery, contact Barbara Webb (208-651-2405). 

Chorale Coeur d’Alene Comfort & Joy Christmas Concerts 

Monday and Tuesday, December 8 & 9, at 7 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Begin your holiday preparation with Chorale Coeur d'Alene's COMFORT AND JOY Christmas 

Concerts; they will warm your heart and lift your spirit as we await the coming of the Christ child.  

Our program is a mix of timeless classical pieces, beloved carols, and fresh seasonal arrangements, 

chosen to bring both gentle reflection and festive joy.  You'll hear the best of Dan Forrest, Benjamin 

Britten and Hector Berlioz, a selection from MESSIAH, and of course the carol Sing Along. 
 

Concerts will take place on Monday and Tuesday, December 8 and 9, at 7 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church, 812 N. 5
th

 St. 

in Coeur d’Alene.  Tickets are available now at https://www.choralecda.com/dbpage.php?pg=booktickets, and at the 

door unless sold out online.  We look forward to gathering with you to preview Christmas in joyous song. 
 

Judi Horton & Tom Bacon 

Fleece Needed for St. Vincent de Paul Quilt Project 
 

If you have extra fleece fabric you’d like to share, consider dona-ng it to St. Vincent de Paul of North 

Idaho. Your gi] of fabric will go straight into the hands of devoted SVDP volunteer Bev Wilson, who will 

transform it into warmth, comfort and hope for community members in need.  SVDP Housing Director 

Kelli Lunceford shared, “When we give Bev’s blankets to residents, it is o]en the only gi] they receive at 

Christmas. Many are moved to tears, saying it is the nicest blanket they’ve ever owned. These quilts 

represent dignity and warmth, and they remind our residents that they are not forgoeen.” 
 

You can drop off fleece dona-ons at the St. Vincent de Paul HELP Center at 201 E. Harrison Ave. in Coeur d’Alene (the 

old Coeur d’Alene Library building).  For more informa-on, call the HELP Center at 208-664-1453. 
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Engaging Community 
Suspension of Federal Grant Funding for Episcopal Migra�on Ministries 

and Other Refugee ReseWlement Organiza�ons 
 

On January 24, the Trump administra-on suspended federal grant funding for refugee 

reseelement programs, including Episcopal Migra-on Ministries (EMM).  Since 1988, 

EMM has reseeled more than 100,000 individuals to communi-es across the United 

States. In addi-on to its long-standing work in refugee reseelement ministry, EMM is 

The Episcopal Church’s convening place for collabora-on, educa-on and informa-on-sharing on migra-on.  Learn 

more about EMM at h�ps://episcopalmigra�onministries.org/. 
 

The following websites provide informa-on about the ac-ons against immigrants and refugees, how to donate to 

organiza-ons dedicated to refugee reseelement, and where to write your congressional leaders. 
 

Episcopal News Service:  h�ps://episcopalnewsservice.org/2025/01/31/episcopal-migra�on-ministries-to-end-

rese�lement-work-lay-off-22-aGer-trump-halts-refugee-program/ 

World Relief — Spokane:  h�ps://worldrelief.org/spokane/ 

Thrive Interna-onal:  h�ps://thriveint.org/ 

Church World Service:  h�ps://cwsglobal.org/take-ac�on/ac�on-alerts/ 

Idaho Congressional Delega-on:  h�ps://legislature.idaho.gov/legislators/congressional-delega�on/ 

Making a Difference: 

Refugee Support from St. Luke’s and the Episcopal Diocese of Spokane 
 

St. Luke’s and the Diocese of Spokane are helping to support refugees and 

the agencies that help them find their way here in America. We are 

helping to fill the gaps le] a]er the recent ending of federal aid. 
 

Our recent dona-ons of needed household and personal supplies and cash 

has totaled over $1,700 for Thrive Interna-onal and World Relief in 

Spokane.  We can con-nue to support these local organiza-ons. 
 

Generous support of $20,000 from the Diocese of Spokane has begun to fill the $90,000 gap le] from gueed federal 

funding for Episcopal Migra-on Ministries (see piece above) that supported work by Thrive Interna-onal in Spokane. 

We can help raise the addi-onal funds needed. Please donate directly to Thrive Interna-onal h�ps://thriveint.org/) in 

St. Luke’s name, or submit a dona-on to St. Luke’s to make on your behalf. 

Come and see The St. John’s Bible at St. John’s Cathedral through Epiphany 
 

As part of the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist’s 100-year celebra-on, you can visit 

the Cathedral to touch and explore a Heritage Edi-on of the Gospels and Acts, part of 

the hand-made illuminated English manuscript of the whole Bible commissioned by 

American Benedic-ne monks — the first such manuscript commissioned by monks since 

the inven-on of the prin-ng press! 
 

The Cathedral, located at in 127 E. 12th Ave. in Spokane, welcomes free public viewing 

of The Saint John’s Bible.  Exhibi-on -mes are Fridays from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Sundays 

from 9 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.  You can also view the Saint John's Bible online! Using Turning the Pages, you can explore 

every volume of the manuscript at the St. John’s Bible website:  h�ps://saintjohnsbible.org/turning-the-pages/. 
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song at our worship services, especially our various services of Lessons and Carols. Look for dancers to be part of our 

Advent Lessons and Carols! 
 

I hope that you all will join in many of these wonderful events and worship service through this coming holy season, 

and on through Christmas and its twelve days (December 25 - January 5). I hope that any of you who enjoy singing or 

playing an instrument will join our choir and our pick-up bell choir for the season, or come forward to play as we sing. 

And I hope that you will invite others to join us in this amazing season for our worship services. 
 

Savior of the na�ons, come. 

Virgin-born, make here your home. 

Marvel now, both heaven and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 

May the fire of Christ’s love burn brightly within each of us and among us together. 

May Light shine forth in the darkness. 
 

Christ be with you all, 
 

Fr. David 

Rector (con�nued from page 1) 
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market street and the quieter side streets. One night coming back with the crowds from a concert, as we walked by the 

market stalls, we heard a woman moaning and crying out loudly. We looked and saw the woman crouched on a stool, 

with other woman nearby. People moved aside to make space around that stall as they walked, and averted their eyes. 

This woman, possibly a traveler like most of us there for the fes-val, may indeed have been giving birth right in that 

market stall, as necessity demanded. 
 

As I enter this -me of Advent and Christmas, these images are very much in my mind. I have a new way of seeing how 

and where the birth of Jesus may have happened – in the midst of the town, not just among the animals but also 

surrounded by people who were there for the census. In plain sight. Surrounded by the sights and sounds and smells of 

all of us. 
 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory” (John 1:14). 

Inns, (con�nued from page 2) 
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Dave Phifer Treasurer 

Ian Hicks Senior Warden 

Michelle Johnson & Rod Kalberg Junior Wardens 

Farley Green Clerk 

Office Hours        Sunday Service Times 

   Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I    8 a.m. 

 Holy Eucharist Rite II & Children’s Chapel 10 a.m. 
 

10 a.m. services will also be live-streamed online via the Zoom plaborm and on Facebook. 


