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ARTICLE FROM THE BISHOP'S PEN

January 1 is more than the turning of a calendar page. In the life of the Church, it
is the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus—a day that invites us to begin the year by
paying attention to names.

In Luke’s Gospel, we are told that “after eight days had passed, it was time to
circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel
before he was conceived in the womb.” Before Jesus speaks a word, heals a
body, or teaches a crowd, he is named. God does not remain anonymous in our
world; God takes on a human name, one that can be spoken, whispered, sung,
and prayed.

Names matter because they are how love addresses us. Throughout Scripture,
God calls people by name—Abraham and Sarah, Moses, Samuel, Mary. In Isaiah
we hear God say, “Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by
name, you are mine.” To be named by God is to be known, claimed, and honored.

At our baptisms, we experience this personally. Each of us is named aloud, not as
a number or a category, but as a beloved child of God. Each of us is named at the
font and marked as Christ’s own forever. In that moment, we are not only claimed
by God; we are also given a way of life. In the Baptismal Covenant, we promise—
with God’s help—to seek and serve Christ in all persons and to respect the dignity




of every human being. Those promises are not abstract. They take shape in
everyday acts, including how we speak to and about one another.

If God honors us by name, then our baptismal vows call us to do the same.
Honoring the name of another—learning it, pronouncing it correctly, using the
name someone has chosen—is one way we live into our baptism. In a world quick
to label, stereotype, or erase, careful and faithful naming becomes a form of
witness. It is a way of saying, “| see Christ in you.”

As we begin a new year we are invited to “sing to the Lord a new song.” Perhaps
one way we sing that new song is through the language of our common life: how
we address those we love, how we speak of those with whom we disagree, how
we name the dignity God has already bestowed on every person.

January is often a time for resolutions, but the Feast of the Holy Name offers
something deeper. It reminds us who we are and whose we are—people called
by name, gathered under the Holy Name of Jesus, and sent into the world to live
our baptism daily.

May this new year begin not only with fresh plans, but with renewed faithfulness
to our vows—and may the song we sing together be shaped by the way we honor
every name God calls beloved.

Faithfully,
+Gretchen
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Clergy Retreat Youth Confirmation Time to Gather!

Experience rest and renewal  Hey High Schoolers! Join us Mark your calendar for

at the Clergy Retreat, for a confirmation class on Spring Gathering Day on
February 2-5, as we pause Sunday evenings starting March 23rd at 9:30 AM. A
for prayer, reflection, and Feb. 8th! joyful day of fellowship
fellowship. awaits.

Check It Out!
Register Here More Info Here
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HERE'S THE NEXT 3 MONTHS

JANUARY

8 - Wardens and Treasurer's
Zoom Meeting

18 - Bishop’s Visitation
Resurrection | Spo. Valley,
WA

25 - Bishop's Visitation
St. Andrew’s | Spokane, WA

25 - Bishop's Visitation
West Central Abbey |
Spokane WA

FEBRUARY

2 to 5 - Clergy Retreat
IHRC | Spokane, WA

5 - Wardens and Treasurer's
Zoom Meeting

8 - Bishop's Visitation
St. Matthew's | Prosser, WA

10 & 12 - BB;HD Info Zoom
13 to 15 - WinterCross
Lazy F Retreat Center
Ellensburg, WA

15 - Bishop’s Visitation
St. Mark’s | Moscow, ID

22 - Bishop's Visitation
St. John's | Ephrata, WA

MARCH

5 - Wardens and Treasurer's
Zoom Meeting

- Bishop’s Visitation
St. Paul’s | Cheney, WA

15 - Bishop’s Visitation
St. Timothy's | Yakima, WA

21 - Spring Gathering Day

29 - Bishop's Visitation
St. Luke’s | Wenatchee, WA

29 - Bishop's Visitation
Methow Episcopal |
Winthrop, WA
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ANNUAL GIVING GUIDE 2026

( 0 0 ‘ Find monthly ideas for approaching your annual

giving campaign throughout the entire year.
. Looking for the full year guide, find it
Stewardshlp here: Stewardship Annual Giving Guide.

Annudl G“’mg In January, lean into gratitude. Consider the
Guide following:
-What might a meaningful gift acknowledgement
\ < be?
-Send out thank you letters for year-end gifts
-Consider your thank you letters, phone calls, and notes to be both the final event
of last year’s annual giving campaign and the beginning of the new year’s.

THINGS HAPPENING AROUND THE
DIOCESE

You're invited to be part of a thoughtful and timely i
THE CRISIS OF

discussion series on The Crisis of Christian CHRISTIAN
Nationalism. This Zoom-based book group will NATIONALISM
meet on Monday evenings from 6:30-7:45 p.m.,
running weekly through February.

Together, we'll explore the book’s themes, reflect
on its implications for faith and community, and
create space for open, grounded conversation. All The Episcopal Diocese of Spokane

Beloved Community Working Group

are w_el_come—whether you’ve read ahead or are Opexto All
jUSt dIVIng n. February 2, 9, 16, 23,2026

Mondays 6:30-7:45pm via Zoom
-for free at rickmatter. il.com

Reach out to The Rev Rick Matters to receive the
Zoom link and reading schedule!
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