


Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 17, 2025 — Triple Reprimand Allegory

God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 4 O Lord God of hosts, how long will
you be angry with your people’s prayers? ® You have fed them with the bread of tears,
and given them tears to drink in full measure.® You make us the scorn of our neighbors;
our enemies laugh among themselves. 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face
shine, that we may be saved.”

Notice that they blame God for the trouble they are in. The ancient peoples were not
different from us. We make mistakes and do things that hurt other people and do
damage to ourselves and to relationships. OK -- Let’s just call those things “sins.” We
“fall into sin.” That’s a euphemism too. Falling is usually an accident. Sometimes we
dive in to sin!

It reminds me of the German Shorthaired Pointer that came bounding into our front
yard one day when we were still living in deep east Texas. The “puppy” was wearing
an electronic collar and he really wanted to play with the boys, and to their delight, he
did while | called the phone number on his tag. Barney’s owner arrived much too soon
for Chris and his friend! The man was apologetic. “I'm sorry, Ma’am.” He said, shaking
his head. “We put in an electronic fence to keep him on our property. He knows it's
gonna hurt a little when he crosses that line, but he’s a big boy, and he don’t care!”

Whether immediate or delayed, there are consequences for our actions, visible and
invisible. Sometimes we recognize and acknowledge our sins. Sometimes we say
“Sorry!” maybe apologize, maybe try to make amends, maybe ask forgiveness from
those we've harmed. Maybe we only ask God for forgiveness and let the guilt live in
our head rent-free. To truly “repent” means to “turn” and go a ‘better’ way, to change
your heart.

The Apostle Paul is a dramatic example of 180° repentance. Until his blinding
conversion on the road to Damascus, he had been a violent persecutor of Jesus’
followers. A generation after Paul, this letter to the Hebrews may have been written by
one of his "unknown disciples” to a congregation on the verge of “losing their faith.”

The letter begins, as did Psalm 80, by recounting a few of God’s miracles that had
saved the Hebrew people. The author’s list of heroic characters is only a sampling of
faithful ones who, trusting in God, persevered in spite of danger; many of them “unto
death,” and struggled, as we do today, with doubt, pride, and other human
weaknesses.

The writer continues with graphic descriptions of violence against believers in Jesus
who were persecuted for their faith. They are “a cloud of witnesses.” Jesus, our
primary example, “endured the cross... and has taken his place at the right hand of the
throne of God.” Or as it is written in The Message, “When you find yourselves flagging
in your faith, go over that story again, item by item, that long litany of hostility Jesus
plowed through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls!”
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