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“No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him”
Set us free, O Christ, to follow where you lead. Amen.

Good morning, everyone! Good morning, and God’s blessing. Welcome to our annual meeting Sunday! We
look forward to being together after the 10am service for our potluck and annual meeting. Two years in a row,
we’ve had it on Super Bowl Sunday! Hmm...... Who’da thunk we’d see the Sea Hawks go the distance? A coast-
to-coast match-up this year! Don’t worry, we’ll be done in plenty of time. It’s time for my annual prediction.
One team will win. And there will be commercials. And a phrenetic half-time lightshow.

Even with bigtime entertainments that give us all a break, we are profoundly mindful of what is going on in the
world and in our nation. In the face of everything, this week we as a church take a moment together to reflect
on who we are, whose we are, what we are here for, and what is our calling in this time and place.

Leading us to this week, and our annual meeting, we have been on a journey with Christ the Light through this
season in Epiphany. Just as Jesus experienced at his baptism, we have remembered that God has named and
claimed each one of us, embraced us as beloved, and called us into God’s own vision and desire for the world.
Just as Andrew and his brother Peter were changed in spending time with Jesus, we have remembered the
deep strength that comes from abiding with each other and with Christ our source of all life-giving strength.
Just as our Savior prayed that we may be one, we have prayed for the unity of all Christians in clear devotion
to Christ. Just as Christ shone a light in lands of deep darkness, so brightly that when he called his disciples left
their boats immediately to follow him, we have prayed for the world in all dark places and for refugees and
immigrants who face dark times here in this country, and we have asked for God to direct us in service to the
world around us. And just as Jesus laid before his disciples the charter of the kingdom of God, we have
meditated deeply on how God treasures us and all people in our poverty, meekness, mercy, yearning for good,
pure and clean desire, peacemaking, and willingness to stand up and suffer mistreatment for the sake of what
is right and holy.

We are God’s — fully. We are each other’s — fully. We are for the world around us — fully.
We see ourselves and others around us through God’s eyes, with what God values — as fully as we are willing,
as willing as we are to be changed to see with the eyes of God’s kingdom.

And now, as we come together as a church for our annual meeting, we hear Jesus call us to live openly, to be
what we are made to be.

“You are the salt of the earth.”
“You are the light of the world.”

It does not matter how old or how young you are. It does not matter what you have or have not done before.
Now. Now, this day and this coming week. Now, in this time in history and in this place. Here and now. You are
the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Be what you are made to be! Do not hide it, do not lose your
unique savor. Sparkle. Season. Shine.



It's right after Jesus lays out the Beatitudes — the marks of blessedness in God’s kingdom — that he says, “You
are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world.” In other words, Jesus is saying, “If you live in this way,
together, you will change the world.” With minds and hearts transformed, everything about you will change —
what you think, how you perceive the world around you, what you say, what you do, and how you respond to
others.

Be salty! Be bright! Do not hide, that wins you nothing and diminishes everyone. If you mourn, mourn openly
and let your sorrow speak what is true. If you yearn for the good, yearn openly and speak the vision of what
the world by God’s grace should be. If you care for what is right, stand for what is right, speak and act for what
is right, and let the heat of hostile resistance come. If you show mercy, offer mercy clearly and with deep
kindness that defies understanding. In all things, let the Light of Christ shine through your words, your deeds,
your very way of being.

C.S. Lewis wrote this book, The Screwtape Letters, which imagines letters of correspondence between a junior
and senior demon. In one letter, the senior demon, Screwtape, laments the weakness of wickedness in people
of this time — but then goes on to say that he is glad that the angels also lament the weakness of goodness and
the lack of bright virtue in people of this time. Here is Screwtape’s council in one letter to his junior demonic
protégé: “Some ages are lukewarm and complacent, and then it is our business to soothe them yet faster
asleep. Other ages, of which the present is one, are unbalanced and prone to faction, and it is our business to
inflame them.”

The Lutheran pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer stood as a beacon — and a resistance fighter and martyr — against the
Nazi regime of Hitler. He was deeply and rightly critical of the Lutherans and Catholics that aligned themselves
with the Nazis, but even more critical of those who tried to stay on the sidelines and wait for it all to go away,
and who turned a blind eye to the machinery of oppression and annihilation of Jews that was happening all
around them. He condemned what he called their theology of "cheap grace" and their failure to defend
victims. He wrote and taught about "costly grace" — “Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is
grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because
it gives a man the only true life... Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: ‘ye were bought
at a price,” and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us.”

Martin Luther King, Jr., the Baptist pastor that spearheaded much of the Civil Rights movement, wrote a
powerful response to the moderate white pastors who wrote to King in jail calling for him to take less action,
be less out front, put less at risk, and wait for the slow march of history to magically make things better in the
future. He wrote in his responding Letter from Birmingham Jail that Black people’s greatest barrier to freedom
was not the KKK but was “the white moderate who is more devoted to ‘order’ than to justice; who prefers a
negative peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace which is the presence of justice.”

In times of distress, in our personal lives and in public life, we pray for God to act. Yes, by all means, let us
pray. But throughout scripture and all our history, God’s response is most often to call, stir, and awaken
people to act, to make a difference in their own time and place. Here and now.

I am glad for our brothers and sisters in Christ, across denominations, who are seeking to defend the dignity
and life of refugees and immigrants in this land. | am glad for our brothers and sisters in Christ who have risen
to stand in the gap and not stay on the sidelines.

As we heard the Lord speak through the prophet Isaiah,
“Is not this the fast that | choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly.”
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St. Luke’s, you are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world. Here and now.

So, for us today as a church, what does that mean for us in this time and place in our region, our state, our
nation and world today?

What is God asking us to do, as a faith community? Where are we being sent?

Over the past several years, we have been focusing our energies in part on building our life of faith together
and individually, and we have been focusing on strengthening our skills, habits, and capacities to enter
courageous and caring conversations and to create healthy spaces for such conversations to happen. We were
the only church committed to offering consistent support, appreciation, and affirmation to North Idaho
College when it was under serious threat and duress by its own Board, and we have continued to show care
and support in the relationships we are building with people that are part of that campus and its many
supportive programs for students. We created and shared partnership with the Human Rights Education
Institute and the Museum of North Idaho in offering a documentary-and-discussion series for people to learn
about and discuss some important and challenging realities in our culture here in the Inland Northwest. We
have held Bible and book studies that have helped clarify our Christian faith. In 2025, we carried forward from
2024 with goals focused in four key areas: strengthening our spiritual life across all ages, strengthening our
relationships inside & outside the church, strengthening our shared leadership, and strengthening our
buildings. During our annual meeting, we’ll look at how we did with these goals last year and what kinds of
things we did in relation to each of them. We will continue with these same goals again for another year —
because, our work is not done, we have more of this race to run, more of this strengthening to do, more of
this journey to take together in order to make this community and this place a bright and salty witness to
Christ’s boundless love.

Let us always remember that none of us follow Christ alone. None of us do the work of Christ alone. None of
us bring the full light of Christ alone to the world around us. St. Luke’s knows this truth — we are the church
together. Ours is not a “me and Jesus” faith. Ours is a “we together in Jesus” faith, following Jesus, abiding in
Christ, asking for the Holy Spirit to lead us. As I've said before, none of this happened because of one person
alone — and certainly not because of your priest acting alone or any church member acting alone. It takes a
village. And we are becoming that village that works and grows together, increasingly sharing in our common
purpose to share and celebrate the good news of God’s boundless love.

Today, and every Sunday, and every day of our lives, we kneel and rise before God, and we hear God call out.
Even as we hear the news of the day and week, even as we see the challenges of people around us, and even
as we wrestle with our own frailty and limitations — we hear the voice of the Lord saying, "You are the salt of
the earth. You are the light of the world." And we rise to follow where God leads us, to act and speak with
the full freedom we find in being who we were created to be — to speak with the voice given to us, to listen
with ears and hearts open to meet Christ in others, to act with free and full intention and with our hearts
attuned to the Spirit’s wisdom, and to live and be with full openness.

Set us free, O Christ, to follow where you lead.

The way of Christ is a way of full, open, vulnerable living. The way of Christ is the way of emptying ourselves
and offering ourselves. The way of Christ is the way of the cross.

We may be tired. We may think our work is all wrapped up or all defined by and confined in the schedules we
keep. But we, the community of St. Luke’s here in Coeur d’Alene and North Idaho and far eastern Washington,
we continue to hold firmly to the faith and message that has been passed on to us through generations here
and in all the places from which we come. We are salt, we are light, for this time that is now.

Set us free, O Christ, to follow where you lead us—
- into deeper spiritual life
- into more open-hearted relationships in this faith community, our neighborhoods, our work and
schools, and throughout our lives



- into greater sharing in service and leadership with each other

- into continuing care of this place for worship, fellowship, learning, and service for generations to come

- into the communities around us and its people, and to the challenging situations and opportunities
around us.

Here we are, Lord. Send us.
Help us be the salt and light you have made us to be.

Set us free, O Emmanuel, to follow where you lead. Amen.



