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Acts 16:9-15, Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5, John 14:23-29, Psalm 67

May we seek and serve Christ in all persons by loving our neighbors, striving for justice and peace, and
respecting the dignity of every human being. Amen.

LT

The Gospel reading today is from Jesus’ “Final Discourse.” It is the last time Jesus will be with his
disciples “in the flesh.” The discourse begins at the end of the Last Supper, after Judas Iscariot left the
room to go collect his payment? for betraying Jesus to the authorities.® Jesus explained to his remaining
followers that he would only be with them a little while longer, that he is going to God, and they can’t go
with him. He gave them a new directive, “As | have loved you, you also should love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.’

The disciples were worried, yet inquisitive, and a bit demanding. “Where are you going? Why can’t we
come? Show us the Father and we will be satisfied... ” Jesus is reassuring and encouraging. “I am in the
Father and the Father is in me. If you ask anything in my name, | will do it... | will not leave you
orphaned... They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me. Those who love
me will be loved by my Father. | will love them and reveal myself to them...”

The other Judas wonders why Jesus would reveal himself only to his disciples and not to the whole
world. Is this information only for “us?” Jesus doesn’t answer directly, but continues to emphasize his
own obedience to God and his Oneness with God. Jesus promises to send the disciples an
Advocate/Intercessor (a Paraclete),* the Holy Spirit, a helper or comforter. The feast of Pentecost is the
50th (final) day of the Easter season (June 8, 2025) and celebrates the gift of the Holy Spirit to all who
were followers of Jesus.® By the end of Jesus’ long goodbye the disciples believe that he came from
God, is one with God, and will have their back. Later, as they did their work without Jesus’ presence, |
wonder if they ever asked, “What would Jesus do?”

If you feel as though the Revised Common Lectionary has thrown you into a time warp, | understand! We
know that after the Last Supper Jesus was arrested, crucified, died and was buried and on the third day
rose from the dead. Five weeks ago we celebrated that Easter resurrection, yet here we are at the Last
Supper again. The RCL is like that sometimes. Don’t worry!

After his resurrection Jesus appeared 10, 12, some say 18 times to various people. If you want to know
more, the written sermon includes the appearances | found with references.

First, Jesus spoke with Mary Magdalene in the garden outside of the empty tomb.® She only recognized
him when he called her by name. Jesus appeared to “the women” returning from the empty tomb. They
learned from an angel that Jesus had risen” and were going to share the good news with the others.

Jesus joined two disciples on the road to Emmaus and “opened the scriptures” to them.® They realized it
was Jesus at supper when he broke the bread and “vanished from their sight.” Returning to Jerusalem
they found the eleven disciples (-Thomas) and their companions. While they were in the upper room
talking about their encounter with the risen Lord, Jesus stood among them.® One week later, Jesus
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appeared again to the disciples. Thomas was with them and when he saw the piercings in Jesus’ hands
and side, he also believed.°

In the gospel reading three weeks ago, Peter announced he was going fishing. Other disciples went with
him. They fished all night but caught nothing until Jesus called to them from the beach by the Sea of
Tiberias' telling them to cast their nets on the right side of the boat. They caught huge fish to grill on the
charcoal fire, and Jesus served them breakfast of bread and fish. John’s Gospel claims this is the third
time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Jesus met the eleven disciples on a mountain in Galilee (where he had sent them).? Paul writes that
Jesus appeared to Simon Peter (Cephas) and the 12, to +500 brothers and sisters,™ to James (the
letter writer, not the son of Zebedee), to all the Apostles, and to the witnesses of his Ascension.®

“Last of all,” while on the road to Damascus, Jesus appeared to Saul (Paul) who, “by the grace of God"'®
was changed from persecutor to protector of Christians. Yes, the voice of Jesus accompanied by a
blinding light counts as a resurrection appearance!

May the promise of spring bring God'’s peace to us and to our world. We pray in the name of the Lover,
the Beloved, and Love itself. Amen.
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