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Good morning, dear friends in Christ! On this first day of June, welcome today to the last Sunday in Easter
Season. Alleluia, Christ the Lord of Life is risen! And today, we mark when Jesus ascended from this earth,
from his friends and followers, leaving them as his legacy and giving to them the ongoing work of
proclaiming God’s good news.

Christ Jesus ascended — rose, climbed, soared, returning into his full and intertwined embrace with God
the Father. We proclaim this moment in Jesus’ life as a core part of our faith — every Sunday, we say
together that “he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.”

And today, today is my last day with you through these next months, as Heather and | venture forth on
our great sabbatical journey. Today we are all together in celebration — those who come to our 8am
service together with those here at our 10am service — singing, praying, and being fed together by God’s
Word and Sacrament, and enjoying a picnic lunch together afterwards.

Do you know, today marks exactly six years since | was named rector of St. Luke’s — and just three months
shy of seven years since | first came to serve at St. Luke’s as vicar? It has been a joy and delight to be
among you during these years. And | am looking forward to returning among you in late August. In the
meantime, do not worry, but enjoy this time together as a community that is enriched with sound and
loving leadership, with readiness to run and share the good news of God’s unbounded love for people
across this region of North Idaho, with eagerness to serve and come alongside those in any need and to
seek and serve Christ in every person, to continue together in dedicated discipleship and to share God’s
love through courageous and caring conversation. In this time, let your imaginations stretch wide and
your energies overflow. Now is a time of adventure and fresh discovery together, of seeing what you can
strengthen and build.

We each go forth — you together here, and my wife and | far away — as we get ready to walk and run out
into our own Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and all the ends of the earth, wherever the Holy Spirit opens
doors for us and calls us. St. Luke’s, don’t wait for my return. Now, for these next months, | am getting
out of your way. It’s your time to burst forth with God’s grace and joy and passion. Christ is alive! Christ is
risen! Christ is risen, and we are Christ’s body here and now. Let it be so!

Did you know, with us Christians, Muslims believe that Jesus ascended into heaven, and that he will come
again to reign on earth? Yes, to Muslims, Jesus is one of the absolutely greatest prophets, along with
Mary who gave birth to Jesus as a virgin, and along with Moses and Elijah and Enoch and many others.
They just do not accept that Jesus was both fully divine and fully human, was God incarnate, and was
crucified and rose again from the dead. These are where we differ most significantly, and these are
profound differences that, to us, make all the difference in our understanding of how God acts and
interacts with creation — so closely, so intimately. And yet, it is remarkable how deeply the people of
Islamic faith regard Jesus of Nazareth, blessed be he.
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So a couple key things to mark and celebrate about the ascension.

First, Jesus rose, climbed, soared in the body. Jesus ascended in the body, wounds and all — not as a
disembodied and ephemeral divine being, but fully human while fully divine, touchable, tangible. Christ
Jesus, God incarnate, ascended into the heavens of God'’s full presence, taking our humanity into the very
heart of God. Now and for all of the rest of eternity, our human nature is part of God’s inner life, part of
God through Jesus. Through Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Triune God knows us completely — not
just from the outside as a creator but from the inside as one with us.

Second, Jesus remains embodied eternally. He did not shed this body once ascended. He remains in this
his risen body for all eternity. Even returning to glory, Christ the Lord gave of himself and continues his
self-giving to the point of embracing being changed for our sakes, for such deep and passionate love for
us. This is the very nature of God who is always emptying of self for us and all creatures across this entire
universe.

Third, Christ Jesus is constantly advocating and pleading for us. Humanity itself is now part of God’s whole
inner life, and God knows and hears our weakness and waywardness from the inside out and yet still
pours out love because we are intimately known. As we sing in the hymn, “Alleluia, sing to Jesus,” we can
pray these words constantly: “Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth's redeemer, plead for me.” Because, as
it says in Romans 8, “Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.”

Fourth, Christ Jesus in a singular body is not here. He has ascended. But, he is also here with us. More
than that, he has given us himself through the Word and the Sacrament — and so, we are Christ’s body.
We! We ARE Christ’s body, here and now, together. Through Christ, we are the embodiment of
Emmanuel, God-with-us. As you’ll hear the choir sing today, St. Teresa of Avilla wrote this poetic prayer
nearly 500 years ago to remind Christians around her of this truth, that “Christ has no body now on earth
but yours.”

No hands, no feet on earth but yours,

Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world,

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,

Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body.
Christ has no body now but yours, no hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world.

Christ has no body now on earth but yours.

What we heard today in the Gospel is part of Jesus’ legacy prayer as he faced toward his own death.
Today, at the end of Easter Season, after Jesus’ ascension, we pick it up again, and hear it fresh as the
ascended Jesus’ ongoing appeal for us his followers who are his friends, now in his place in the full and
undivided union of God. Imagine this with me, friends. Jesus, as he rises from us, is already making this his
ongoing appeal to God, and to us.

“Friends, | am leaving you — and you are my legacy. You. | am no longer in the world as | was for these
brief years. But you are in the world. Father, here they are, in the world. Protect them, make their joy
complete, and, as | have sent them, sanctify them — make them holy.”



Just before this prayer, Jesus has given us a thickly intertwined picture of how we are intertwined with
each other and with him, just has he and the Father are intertwined.

We are in this together. And this is his legacy — we are his legacy, and the work he has left for us is his
legacy for us to carry. We are his Body here on earth.

And we do not carry out this work on our own strength. We carry out Christ’s work by the power of the
Holy Spirit, who opens the ways for us into places we have never been. Don’t keep staring up into heaven
—Jesus will return, and in the meantime, you are his body, so you carry on his legacy.

Will you be a witness?
Will you be an advocate?
And will you leave a legacy? What kind of legacy will you leave for others to carry forward?

Friends, | am so looking forward to what Heather and | discover, and what we can bring back to share
with you. And | am so looking forward to what you discover and do together, here, in these weeks ahead.
Thank God for Christ Jesus who is our advocate and guide and friend and lover. Thank God for the Holy
Spirit who opens our hearts and minds, who opens doors for us to enter and new places to discover God
already at work. Thank God for you, who have responded to the call of God and who carry the holy fire.

In the end, all of our destinies lie in the path of the ascension. In the end, we are all taken up into God,
just as Jesus who has gone before.

So, dear friends, let us rise together and claim the faith that binds us across all times and places.



