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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Dear Friends, in Christ,

The Rev. Canon C.K. Robertson, Episcopal priest, professor, author, and former Canon to presiding bishop

Katherine Jefferts Schori, shared this story.

“Years ago, | was walking through the grounds of Emory University in Atlanta when from a distance | saw
Desmond Tutu, Nobel Laureate and Archbishop Emeritus of South Africa. He was guest-teaching there at the time and
accompanied by a large handler. Eager to meet this legendary figure, | ran up, only to be immediately put off by his

companion. "The bishop is busy," | was told.

“Turning away and feeling like little more than chopped liver, | suddenly heard a small but powerful voice:
"Come, come." As | approached him, Bishop Tutu smiled and said, "Tell me your name." | did, and he responded, "And
tell me about yourself." For the next ten minutes, | received his full and complete attention. For that time, | was someone
of infinite value. As | turned to leave, the bishop looked me in the eye and quietly said, "l will remember you, Chuck

Robertson.".!

That day Canon Robertson experienced the love of God in all its fullness. He wasn’t chopped liver after all. He
was beloved of God because Archbishop Tutu took time to listen and affirm Chuck Robertson as a child of God. He took

time to give God’s love to Chuck Robertson so that Chuck Robertson could in turn give God’s love to others.

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
One God, three Persons, all loving, all giving, all receiving. The God whose name is a verb, "I AM", is never alone, but
always is an active relationship as three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Sprit who give and receive love with one another,
and with all of creation, especially you and me who are made in the image of God. What we see in the Trinity is a dance

of Persons who are mutually affirming, mutually caring...a critical mass of love. This lively dance cannot be contained. It

1 The Rev. Canon C. K. Robertson, Trinity Sunday - Year C, John16:12-15, Sunday May 30, 2010, “The Dance” day!.org. I have adapted and
edited parts of this sermon in my text.



has to be shared. It is a love that is dynamic, graceful and deeply intimate. The dance of the Holy Trinity shows us the
very essence of God Who is Love—relationship, community, unconditional love. This is the love dance that Archbishop

Tutu shared with Canon Robertson for ten minutes. Ten minutes that changed the rest of Canon Robertson’s life.

In your worship folder today is a depiction of Sergei Rublev’s icon written in the early 16" century. It is a
Trinitarian interpretation of Genesis 18:1-16, the episode in which “three men”, or angels, visit Abraham and Sarah and

promise them a son.2

Since the early 4" century, Christians have confessed God as One in three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Look at this icon, symbolizing the fact that the three divine persons are of equal essence.
All three angels are the same in form and size.

All three carry the same staves in their hands.

All three sit on the same type of throne.

Each figure is clothed in the same type of garment--a tunic and a cloak worn over the tunic. The colors are purple, pale

green, and the one color that is common to all three — an intense blue.

Look at the angel on the left. He alone sits upright while the other two incline towards him. This is God the
Father. His form is almost completely veiled, allowing us to catch only a glimpse of the radiant blue of His tunic, the
symbol of divinity. We can only see him from “behind” through the beauty and wisdom of His creation which is here
represented by the mantle. The mantle bears royal colors: gold and red with a greenish reflection, symbol of life. Both
hands bear a firm grip on his stave which is pointed towards the earth. All authority of the heavens and the earth belong
to Him. The house, rising immediately behind him, points to the Father, for “in my Father’s house are many rooms” (Jn
14:2). It is also a symbol of hospitality, seeing that Abraham and Sarah were recompensed for the hospitality that they

offered.

God the Son sits in the middle. He wears a dark purple tunic decorated with two gold stripes, only one is visible.
The costly purple and gold represent his being the “anointed of God,” king and prophet in one. The reddish-brown color

represents the earth and therefore his humanity. Christ is fully God and fully man.

While the blue tunic of the Father is scarcely visible, that of the angel representing the Son is the prevailing color.
This is because it is Jesus the Son that has revealed his “glory” which he has as the “only begotten of the Father”. The

disciples have seen and touched the Son, and the mission of every disciple is to bear testimony of this fact.

The tree that rises behind the Son is a symbol of both the Tree of Life (from Genesis) and the Wood of the Cross.

On the Cross the son transforms this tree of death into a tree of life whose fruits are passed on to us through our

2 The Explanation of this Famous Icon Will Give You a Deeper Understanding of the Trinity by Garrett Johnson, stthomasderry.org.
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baptism in the Holy Spirit. We too are called to follow Christ along the paradoxical path of the cross Who carries the

sufferings of this world and allows us, through the Holy Spirit, to be transformed into new life.

On the right, like the Son, the Holy Spirit is inclined towards the Father, from whom he proceeds. Like the son the
heavenly blue is clearly seen. In his cloak there is a pale green which represents new life in the Spirit who is the “Giver of
Life” and who transmits and transforms our lives through our baptism. We see this same pale green on the ground under

all three figures.

Finally, behind the angel we see a rock. Like the Son and the Holy Spirit, the rock seems to be bowing down
towards the authority and glory of the Father. We are invited to do the same. The rock can be understood as a symbol of
earth, whose “face is renewed by the Spirit”. The rock/mountain is also a privileged place to encounter God. There,
heaven and earth embrace one another as they did when Moses encountered God on the mountain. It is a place that is
often difficult to reach, requiring a certain silence, asceticism, and renunciation of the daily comforts the world and its

routines offer us.

Focus now on the whole scene. The Father, who is the origin of all, calls the Son and indicates the cup of sacrifice
in the center of the table. The Son comprehends the Father’s will to become the Bread of Life, and accepts, bowing his
head and blessing the cup. The Holy Spirit, also accepts the will of the Father and rests his hand on the table as he looks

towards the Father, indicating obedience to the Son and the will of the Father.

In this Trinitarian circle of love, there is always space for another, and open space in which we are invited to
participate. At the center of the encounter, there is a table/altar where we also see a small box/window. This space is
where relics of the martyrs are deposited. The icon invites us to participate in the celebration of the Eucharist (the altar)
and to live our lives as martyrs, as witnesses of the resurrection who, following Jesus, are willing to give our life for

others and for the faith.

Some art historians believed there was once a real mirror glued to the front of the table, though it has been lost
over time. This mirror suggests that the viewer is invited to see themselves reflected in the divine presence, participating
in the divine dance and communion of the Holy Trinity. In essence, the mirror serves as a visual metaphor for our

participation in the divine life and our connection to the Holy Trinity.

Today Jesus says, "When the Spirit of truth comes, he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he
hears, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. For all that the Father has is mine." “This is the language

of relationship, the language of mutual devotion, the language of shared overflowing love.

It is remarkable that God, who in the divine dance of the Holy Trinity, needs no other person, but did choose to

create and redeem you and me, and every individual we encounter--so that together we might join in this Dance of

3 Al Google search Rublev’s Trinity icon.



unstoppable love. The invitations have been sent. There are to be no mere spectators on the dance floor. No outcasts, no
outsiders. We are called by God to see ourselves as God sees each of us and thus discover ourselves to be, like the

Persons of the Holy Trinity, truly beloved and truly loving.
The late Episcopal Theologian, Mark Mclntosh, outlined the Holy Trinity this way:

The Holy Trinity is dynamic life. God the Father shares all in love and freedom with God the Son, Who equally
and eternally shares divine life, and God the Holy Spirit Whose yearning and power shares the eternal unity and the
diversity of the holy Trinity. ...The power of the Holy Trinity is life in which each Person gives way to the Other, and by
giving way to the Other, the personhood of each is not diminished but eternally fully realized by sharing the whole of

divine life with each.

The Holy Trinity is about relational life—the giving of self wholly for the other so that the other can give wholly
to another. It’s about a new life of God in the flesh Who shows us the ecstatic journey of love that goes beyond our
biological identity, our cultural identity, our national identity and frees us to empty ourselves for others, including the
Divine Others, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Our life together in the trinitarian life of God is not an artificial formula which
regulates our Christian spirituality. Rather, trinitarian belief is an itinerary, a call to us and all believers into a shared
journey of mystery of gaining everything by giving everything, of finding oneself by losing oneself, of being blessed by

blessing others, of being one with God by embracing the Three in One.*

The Greek word used by the early Church to describe the inner life of the Trinity is perichoresis. Perichoresis,
literally means “to make space around.” It points to the way in which someone or something makes space around itself
for others or for something else. It suggests a kind of swirling or a dance. It is close in its spelling to the Greek word for
dance, choreuo, so many people refer to it as the dance of love in the Trinity--Father, Son, and Holy Spirit make room for
one another; they “dance” about and “with” one another in a way that shows a mutual indwelling while still maintaining
space for each person.

You and | are invited to dance with the Holy Trinity and become icons ourselves, witnesses of God’s overflowing
love. But sometimes we don’t want to dance. Sometimes we say we don’t know how to dance. Sometimes we can’t
dance, unable feel God’s love. We live in a violent, polarized and broken world which is not conducive to dancing.
Isolation, loneliness, depression, anxiety and fear often control our lives.

The theologian Karl Rahner wrote a classic study called The Trinity, in which he says that “Christians are, in their
practical life, almost mere monotheists....”” Because so often our lives bear no evidence of this community we see in our
God in three persons. We don’t operate with this sense of interrelatedness that testifies to the creative God who binds

us all together in love.”

4 Article | A Trinitarian Perspective on Christian Spirituality by Mark McIntosh
by Steve Thomason | Jun 4, 2014.



We often live as though God is one Individual. Because if God is one, then we can more easily operate that way.
We can be one. We can be individualistic, isolated and cut off, looking to our own interests above all else and pre-
occupied with our own achievements. We can decide who is in and who is out, as though we have the capacity for such
discernment. If God is one, then we can don’t have to stress relationship, we would rather exclude those who don’t see it
our way.’ So often we create God in our own image, as the one, “who loves what we love and hates what we hate.”® We
understand God so often in a way that fits within our human capacity for love, when God is calling us to go beyond
ourselves--to dance, to join with the movement of the Trinity, and together fill the world with love that transforms us—

hate becomes love, division becomes unity, and selfishness becomes sharing.’

We are never alone because God is always with us in Word and Sacrament. The lessons today praise the God
Who creates and cares for us and gives us the awesome responsibility to be stewards of all creation. Wisdom (hokmah in
Hebrew, sophia in Greek), identified with both the Son and the Holy Spirit in scripture and throughout church history, is
part of creation itself. And the Holy Spirit is God's love poured into our hearts to comfort and strengthen us in times of

hopelessness and trial. In short, the Triune God embraces us and gives us the gift of the Dance of Love.

Each week we confess our sins and are forgiven. We are nourished by eucharistic meal of bread and wine, the
very body and blood of Christ, who lives inside us. We pray together and we are sent out into the world to proclaim the
Good News, that God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit embraces us and changes us into a new creation—we become dancers

of ineffable love.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu was caught up in the dance years ago, seeking justice and equality, resisting division,
especially during the deepest, most devastating days of Apartheid in South Africa. Nelson Mandela was in prison, and
some of the only voices left were those of church leaders, like Desmond Tutu. But he had become a target for silencing
and intimidation.

On one occasion, the government had canceled a political rally, and so Bishop Tutu decided to hold a church
service instead. Everyone gathered at St. George’s Cathedral in Cape Town, and as they did troops massed by the
hundreds outside to intimidate and threaten.

Finally some of the troops came inside where they lined the walls, writing down and taping everything
Archbishop Tutu said. But he stood up boldly to preach. And that’s when he must have sensed the movement of this
God-in-three, the Holy Trinity, were in him, too. He stood and proclaimed “Apartheid would not endure”, as the troops

jotted down every word. In one extraordinary moment he pointed his finger at those enforcers standing along the walls

5 Timothy Keller, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism (New York: Penguin Books, 2009), 224.

¢ Anne Lamott’s phrasing.
7 Timothy Keller, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism (New York: Penguin Books, 2009), 224.

8 The Power of Three," Alyce M. McKenzie, Edgy Exegesis, 2013.




of his sanctuary and said, “You are powerful. You are very powerful, but you are not gods and | serve a God who cannot
be mocked.” Then he flashed that wonderful Desmond Tutu smile and said, “So, since you’ve already lost, since you’ve
already lost, | invite you today to come and join us.”

And at that the congregation erupted. And do you know what they did? They began dancing. Dancing in the
church. Then pouring out of the church and dancing in the streets. A person who was there observing this remarkable
moment, said it was astounding. The government troops just moved back because “No one had any idea what to do with

dancing worshippers.”®
And so the Dance of the Holy Trinity overcame the powers of this world and ushered in a new age.

You and | are not Desmond Tutu, but like Archbishop Tutu, we are baptized children of God. We were not
baptized so we could get to heaven. We ARE baptized to bring heaven to earth. We were not created to choose sides. We

ARE chosen to embrace circles of overflowing love that has no boundaries. We were not
called to be spectators. We ARE called to get up and dance. So, let’s dance!*°
Amen.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

9 “The Dance of God: A Sermon on Trinity Sunday” A Sermon by Alan Sherouse, by First Baptist, June 13, 2017.

10 Other resources include: The Reason for God, Timothy Keller, Chapter 14: The Dance of God. http://230nsc1.phy-astr.gsu.edu/Nave-
html/Faithpathh/Keller314.html.
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